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Views on Freedom from Vulgarity 


1. On Freedom from Vulgarity 

Normally, our world is deficient in reason and 
righteousness but superabundant in rash actions and 
perfunctoriness. According to the nature of human beings, 
people always pay attention to insufficient things and look 
down upon superabundant things. Hence, as for upright, 
incorruptible and lawful ordinary people or court officials, the 
more indigent they are, the more honourable they will 
become. People all over the world will pay more attention to 
them even after their death, because the everyday world is 
short of this kind of people. Nonetheless, when judged 
exactly according to the standard of reason and 
righteousness, not only Shun and Tang, but also people like 
Shen Nong and the Yellow King have some shortcomings as 
well. Even the sinews of the best swift horses such as Fei Tu 
(the name of one swift horse of ancient times. Literally, it 
means the flying hare) and Yao Niao are of some limits too. 
Hence, unless timbers straight enough to match the 
carpenters’ marking line were collected, no house or palace 
could be built. 

Shun wished to devolve his authority over the world onto 
his friend, the Farmer of Shi Hu, The Farmer of Shi Hu 
said, “Look, how diligently Your Highness has been working 
all the time. You certainly are a tough and assiduous 
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person!” He considered the virtue of Shun to be not perfect* 
so he carried his wife on the back, took his children and left 
for the coast. He did not come back again during his lifetime. 
Shun then tried to devolve his authority over the world onto 
the Northerner Wuze. The Northerner Wuze said, “You are 
really strange. You farmed in the field and then took over the 
throne from Yao. Nevertheless, you not only won't let it go, 
but also are planning to damage my reputation with that 
unbearable shameful idea. 1 am too ashamed of that. ” The 
Northerner Wuze then jumped into the abysm of Gang Ling 
and killed himself this way. 

When Tang was going to attack Jie, he went to ask Bian 
Sui for instructions from him. Bian Sui rejected him and said, 
“1 won't have anything to do with that.” Tang asked, 
“Whom besides yourself do you think 1 could resort to then?” 
Bian Sui said, “I do not know, ” Then Tang went to ask Wu 
(iuang for instructions from him. Wu Guang said, “I don’t 
want to have anything to do with that.” Tang asked him, 
“Whom do you think 1 could resort to then?” Wu Guang said, 
“I have no idea. ” Tang asked, “How about I talk it over with 
Yi Yin?” Wu Guang said, “He is a diligent and tough person. 

I do not know anything more about him besides that. ” Tang 
then planned with Yi Yin to launch military action against Jie, 
the Son of Heaven of the Xia Dynasty. After he defeated Jie, 
Tang proposed to devolve the authority over the world onto 
Bian Sui. Nevertheless, Bian Sui rejected it and said, “Well, 
before you took military action against Jie, you came over 
here to ask for my advice. You must have thought that I am a 
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brutal person. Now you have defeated him, and you come 
again to persuade me to take up the authority over the world. 
You must have thought that 1 am a greedy person. 
Unfortunately enough, I was born in a troubled time and have 
been defamed by unscrupulous people like you twice. I do not 
want to hear this kind of thing any more. ” He then drowned 
himself in the Ying River. Tang then tried to devolve the 
authority over the world onto Wu Guang. He said, “Wise 
people plan it, brave people occupy it, and sensible people 
maintain it. This is a fixed law coming down from the very 
beginning of human history. Why not take over the throne? 
Please allow me to serve as your assistant. ” Wu Guang 
rejected his proposal and said, “It is against the principle of 
righteousness to dethrone one’s sovereign? it is against the 
principle of benevolence to decapitate other people during the 
war? it is against the principle of probity for me to take 
advantage of the world at the cost of others who risk their 
lives to fight on the battleground. As far as I know, ‘if a 
regime is against morality and justice, you should not accept 
the benefits provided by it. If the sovereign is tyrannical, you 
should not step on his territory’. Now you are going to 
enthrone me. 1 cannot bear this kind of situation any more. ” 
He then carried a stone on his back and drowned himself in 
the Mu River. Hence, as for people like the Farmer of Shi 
Hu, the Northerner Wuze, Bian Sui and Wu Guang, they 
consider the authority over the world as a trivial thing not 
having anything to do with them. It is not possible for 
ordinary people to understand that. As to wealth, they would 
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not consider it to be a benefit even if they could obtain it. 
They stick to their sublime integrity, pay attention to 
improving their virtues constantly and enjoy the pleasure of 
pursuing their ideals, so nothing could cause them any 
damage. They cannot be baited with benefits or controlled by 
force, and they also feel ashamed of living in troubled times. 
Only the four above-mentioned sensible intellectuals are 
people of this kind of integrity. As for Shun and Tang, they 
could tolerate everything and provide shelter for everything. 
They took action when they were forced to do so and also 
made good use of the situation. They regarded taking good 
care of the common people and providing benefits for them as 
the most important things and their fixed values. That was 
somewhat like a fisherman choosing various baits according to 
the size of the fishes so that the float would react 
correspondingly. 

During the battle between the state of Qi and the state of 
Jin, a soldier from Ping E lost his spear but found a halberd. 
When the troops retreated, he was worrying about it, so he 
asked a passer-by, “Could I go back if I have lost the spear 
but found a halberd?” The passer-by said, “Of course you 
can. The halberd is a weapon and the spear is also a weapon. 
You have lost one weapon but found another one. Why 
couldn't you go back?” The soldier walked on but still did 
not feel comfortable. He then came upon Shu Wusun, an 
orphan from Gao Tang. He stood in front of his horse and 
asked, “Today I have lost my spear during the battle but 
found a halberd. Could I go back?” Shu Wusun said, “A 
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spear is not a halberd and a halberd is not a spear. How can 
you make up your malpractice this way?” The soldier said, “I 
see. I am going to go back to the battleground to fight. If I 
run quickly, I can manage to arrive there before it is too 
late. ” He went back to the battleground and fought to death 
there. When Shu Wusun heard that, he said, “I heard that if 
a gentleman has got someone else into trouble, he should 
confront the danger with him in person. ” He then rode to the 
battleground and fought to death too. If these two people 
were sent out to lead the troops, they would surely not 
retreat even though they were defeated. If they were 
appointed to serve the sovereign, they would devote their 
lives to defend morality and justice. However, they had died 
without accomplishing great contributions to the state, since 
both of them were menial and of no power. People of lower 
classes do not know how to accomplish great success. How 
could we say that people like the soldier from Ping E or Shu 
Wusun are not in existence now? Therefore, if a sovereign 
wishes to win over the upright and disinterested intellectuals, 
he must exert himself to look for them. 

At the time when Duke Zhuang of the state of Qi was in 
power, there was an intellectual named Bin Beiju. Once he 
dreamed about a robust man wearing a white hat made of thin 
silk decorated with a red band made of hemp, a suit made of 
wrought silk, a pair of new white shoes and a sharp sword in 
a black sheath. The man came up to him, scolded him and 
spat in his face. Bin Beiju woke up immediately. He then 
realized that it was just a dream. He was very unhappy, 
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could not sleep again and sat on the bed till dawn. The next 
day» he called on his good friends and told them, “1 have 
valued prowess since I was a child and have not been defeated 
even once during these sixty years of my life. However, 1 was 
humiliated during a dream last night. I am going to look for 
that man who appeared in my dream. If I can find him, we 
will fight a duel. If not, [ will kill myself. ” He then went out 
with his friends to look for the man along all the main streets 
for three days. But they could not find him. Bin Beiju went 
home and committed suicide. It was not reasonable to act that 
way. However, he could not put up with any humiliation, 
and nothing could be more sublime. 

2. On Adherence to the Principle of Righteousness 

All actions taken by gentlemen are in accordance with the 
principle of righteousness. If their behaviour is in accordance 
with the principle of righteousness, even though mundane 
people think that they are facing an impasse, the gentlemen 
still consider themselves to be successful; if all actions and 
behaviour are not in accordance with the principle of 
righteousness, even though mundane people think that they 
are successful, the gentlemen still consider themselves to be 
very poor and powerless. From this point of view, 
gentlemen’ s standard for judging success and failure is 
different from the one held by mundane people. Therefore, 
they will accept awards when they are meritorious, and they 
will also accept punishment when they are guilty. They will 




m 

ft 

m 

fS 

% 

IT 

-t 



854 


T S. ^CI’^il tc , ie 3: T ± M, S T-il'^ ^ ^ = 


14-ifl 

6 W # ^ ^ ^ t S ^. liHt it ^ ® M- 3 - 4 - li 

,1 ^ W ^ ^ JiJ #fit..«;61 , 


^ i4 Jl -iS ,*/>#« ^ it #&•«. •^t -JL-f--ft ^ 441. 

•ii-•fl-All A 6^ i iS.. ^-J^ i£ it ^ ^ 4t-e . ip t ife--a. 4it il 


-f-i Bt 'h + R.. 

iLif)^44.„ 

•S ^ ii^ /> Ji ii a ^ it, Ji i± ilt T I-■?■ 6^ i .-^ i 4ft.-I-!* 1 


refuse any award if they do not deserve it even though they 
are rewarded; they will not circumvent the punishments when 
they are guilty even though they are absolved. Before any 
action is taken, they will meditate over and over again to 
make sure that it is good for the state, helpful in 
convsolidating the throne, and they themselves have no 
compunctions about it. 

Confucius called on Duke Jing of the stat of Qi, and 
Duke Jing conferred the land of Lin Qiu on him as a fief. 
However, Confucius refused to take it. He came out and told 
his disciples, “As far as 1 know, an honourable gentleman 
would accept a salary only when he is meritoriou.s. Now I am 
persuading Duke Jing to take my advice, but he rewarded me 
with the land of Lin Qiu even before he agrees to take my 
advice. He does not know me at all. ” He then asked his 
disciples to harness the horses to the carriage immediately, 
said good-bye to Duke Jing and left. At that moment, 
Confucius was an ordinary person of no power at all. The 
highest position he had ever taken was minister of justice of 
the state of Lu. Nonetheless, the integrity of sovereigns of 
big states with ten thousand chariots cannot be mentioned in 
the same breath as his. Also, the reputation of the assistants 
of the Three King Ancestors was not higher than his because 
he knew exactly how to differentiate what he should accept 
from what he should reject. 

Mozi sent Gongshang Guo to the state of Yue to advise 
their sovereign. Gongshang Guo explained the thoughts of 
Mozi to the king of Yue and the king appreciated them very 
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much and told Gongshang Guo. “If the master would come to 
my state. I am going to confer on him the three hundred she 
of land located along the southern bank of the Yin River, 
Previously, the area belonged to the state of- Wu, ” 
Gongshang Guo went back and told Mozi about it. Mozi 
asked him. “In your opinion, do you really think that the 
king of Yue will listen to me and take my advice?” Gongshang 
Guo said. “I am afraid not. ” Mozi said, “Not only the king of 
Yue, but also you yourself do not know me well. If he would 
listen to me and take my advice. I would be satisfied if I had 
enough food to eat and enough clothes to wear. Thus I would 
demean myself with other guests and not want any position at 
all. On the other hand, if he did not listen to me and take my 
advice, even if he might confer the whole state on me, it 
would be of no use to me. In this case, he does not listen to 
me or use my idea but confers some land on me. That is 
nothing but forcing me to trade my values for this concrete 
benefit. If I am going to agree to do that, do you think I need 
to travel a long distance to the state of Yue? I could trade it 
with those states located at the central part of China too. ” 
People should be examined scrupulously. As for the menial 
and uneducated people of the state of Qin, in order to take 
some insignificant advantages for themselves, they would 
accuse their brothers and threaten their relatives. As for 
Mozi, he was offered some territory by the king of Yue. 
Nonetheless, he refused it because he was afraid that it might 
damage the values he held. He knew how to defend his 
integrity. Therefore, he was much more sublime than the 
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menial and uneducated people of Qin. 

A war between the two states of Chu and Wu was 
impending. The troops of Chu were vastly outnumbered by 
those of Wu. Zi Nang, the general of Chu, said, “I know 
that we will definitely be defeated by the troops of Wu. Any 
loyal court official could not bear to see the demanding of the 
reputation of his sovereign or being forced to cede some 
territories to the enemy state. ” Zi Nang fled from the 
battleground secretly without notifying the king of Chu. 
After he arrived at the suburbs of the capital of Chu, he sent 
a messenger to tell the king that he wanted to be sentenced to 
death. The king said, “ You have escaped since it was 
advantageous to do so. And it is advantageous indeed. Why 
do you want do be sentenced to death then?” Zi Nang said, 
“If I am absolved now, I am afraid that later on other 
generals are likely to follow me in fleeing from the 
battleground under the excuse that it is not advantageous for 
them to fight. We would be defeated sooner or later by other 
states if that was the case. ” He then committed suicide by 
stabbing himself with a sword. The king said, “I will help 
you to fulfil your great righteousness. ” He had one three-inch 
thick coffin of phoenix-tree wood made for Zi Nang and also 
ordered that an executioner’s axe and an anvil be put on top 
of it. The common problem for sovereigns is that when they 
can maintain their states, they do not know why. After they 
have incurred the perdition of their states, they do not know 
why they have been toppled. Therefore, surviving and 
subverting occur frequently by turns. Based in Yi and Qi 
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respectively* Tang and King Wen had enlarged their 
territories. Moreover, tens of thousands of states of the 
world submitted to their authority. The state of Chu has been 
in existence for forty-two generations and it has experienced 
many events —King Ling was forced to hung himself in Gan 
Xi, Baigong Sheng stirred up a rebellion, killed Zixi and Ziqi 
and occupied the capital. It has also witnessed the abuse and 
corruption of various sovereigns with the help of Zheng Xiang 
and Zhou Hou. Nonetheless, it has survived and developed 
into a big state with ten thousand chariots. Possibly it is 
because it has loyal court officials like Zi Nang? The probity 
and uprightness of Zi Nang have encouraged the succeeding 
generations. 

Regarding King Zhao of the state of Chu was in power, 
there was a sensible intellectual called Shi Zhu. He was very 
upright and even-handed with people. King Zhao appointed 
him to handle government affairs. Once a man killed another 
person and escaped. Shi Zhu chased after the murderer and 
found that it was his father. He turned around his carriage, 
came to the hall of the court and said, “The murderer is my 
father. But I could not bear to bring my own father to justice, 
and I should not act against the law to protect a criminal out 
of favouritism. 1 should be punished since I have not complied 
with the law impartially. That is in accordance with the 
morality and justice of a court official. ” Then he bent over the 
instruments of torture and begged King Zhao to sentence him 
to death. King Zhao said, “You have chased the murderer but 
could not catch up with him. Why is it necessary to punish 
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you? Please continue to handle government affairs. ” Shi Zhu 
said, “1 should not be regarded as a dutiful son if I do not 
protect my father out of favouritism? I should not be regarded 
as a loyal court official if I practise favouritism and act against 
the law. It is the kindness of Your Majesty to give an order to 
absolve me, but I dare and should not pervert the law while it 
is against the moral character of the court officials. ” He 
would not let others take away the instruments of torture and 
committed suicide at the court. According to the unbiased 
criminal law, everyone should be executed if he has broken 
it. Shi Zhu could not execute his father, and also refused to 
be absolved by his sovereign. As a court official, he was a 
man of both filial piety and loyalty. 

3. On Upholding Virtue 

Regarding governing the world or one state, nothing 
could be better than following benevolent policies and 
practising the principle of righteousness. When benevolent 
policies are taken and the principle of righteousness is 
practised, the common people can be encouraged to do good 
things even though they are not rewarded, and all evil 
conducts can be stopped without using punishment. That was 
the policy taken by Shen Nong and the Yellow King. 
Complying with this principle, others cannot manage to 
confront you even though they might be under the protection 
of the four vast seas and huge rivers such as the Yangtze 
River and the Yellow River. They cannot manage to 
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counteract you even though they might be under the 
protection of mountains as lofty and dangerous as Tai Hua 
Mountain and Kuai Ji Mountain; they cannot manage to 
withstand you even though they might be edified by the moral 
education used by He Lu or had the troops trained by Sun Wu 
and Wu Qi. Hence, as for sovereigns who had unified the 
world during ancient times, their virtues prevailed between 
the sky and the earth, over everywhere within the four seas in 
all the four directions, including every place the sun and the 
moon could illuminate. They could cover everything like 
Heaven and carry everything like Earth, but they did not 
have any bias in their hearts. They adhered to the principle of 
emptiness ( referring to the original creation), and were 
disinterested and indifferent to fame and benefit. As a result, 
ordinary people would be edified unknowingly and become 
disinterested as well. That was the so-called complying with 
the principle of Heaven. The subtle influence of moral 
education had changed the appearances and customs of the 
masses, but they themselves could not realize it. That is so- 
called complying with the nature of human beings. So, people 
of ancient times had established great contributions and 
gained great fame without themselves showing off in public. 
Their ideas were reasonable and the moral education they 
advocated could be popularized successfully. They had 
benefited people all over the world. Nonetheless, the people 
could not perceive that. Was it really necessary to bestow 
generous awards or use strict punishments? Such policy 
would only be taken by states in a state of decline. 
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Yu asked for Shun’s permission to attack the three Miao 
tribes since they did not submit to the authority of Shun. 
Shun said, “You can just take benevolent policies there.” 
Three years after the benevolent policies were taken to that 
area, the three Miao tribes submitted to Shun’s authority. 
When Confucius heard this story, he said, “If a sovereign has 
mastered the essential and importance of the benevolent 
policy, even mountains such as Meng Men and Tai Hang 
could not be regarded as dangerous any more. So, it is said 
that changes brought by benevolent policy spread faster than 
transmitting orders on the horseback. ” Metal weapons were 
deployed at the back of the court hall of the Zhou Dynasty to 
indicate the guidelines: benevolent policies were preferred to 
force. Possibly the policy of Shun’s time was like that, 
therefore, his intention of taking firm control over the 
military forces was carried forward during the Zhou Dynasty. 

Duke Xian of the state of Jin estranged the crown prince 
because of Li Ji. Shensheng, the crown prince, lived in Qu 
Wo. Childe Chong’er lived in Pu Cheng. And Childe Yiwu 
lived in Qu. Li Ji told the crown prince, “His Majesty 
dreamed of Madam Jiang (the deceased mother of the prince) 
a few days ago. ” The crown prince then held a ceremony to 
worship his mother and brought the offering to Duke Xian. Li 
Ji put some poison in it secretly. As Duke Xian was going to 
taste the offering, Li Ji said, “Since it has been brought from 
a distant place, please let others taste it first. ” Duke Xian let 
another person taste it. That person died immediately. He 
then let a dog taste it and the dog fell dead on the ground too. 
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So, Duke Xian sentenced the crown prince to death. The 
prince did not want to explain the matter to his father. He 
just said, “Without Li Ji, His Majesty cannot sleep well or 
enjoy his food. ” He then killed himself with a sword. After 
that, Childe Yiwu escaped from Qu to the state of Liang, and 
Childe Chong’er escaped from Pu Cheng to the state of Di. 
Then he left Di for Wei, but Duke Wen of Wei did not treat 
him with respect. He then went to the state of Qi via Wu Lu. 
At that time, Duke Huan of Qi had just passed away. Childe 
Chong’er left Qi for the state of Cao. Duke Gong of Cao 
wished to watch his deformed ribs in person, so he ordered 
him to take off all clothes to catch fish in a pound. Childe 
Chong' er left Cao and passed through the state of Song. 
Duke Xiang of Song treated him with respect. He arrived in 
the state of Zheng. Duke Wen of Zheng did not respect him. 
Bei Zhan discussed with Duke Wen, “1 heard that a sage 
sovereign would not be poor and powerless all his life. I 
realize that the followers of Childe Chong'er are all sensible 
people. If you do not want to treat him well, then you'd 
better kill him (otherwise, later on he would avenge himself 
on you for the indignity he received from you). ” Duke Wen 
did not listen to him. Chong ’ er left Zheng for the state of 
Chu. King Cheng of Chu was very arrogant toward him. He 
left Chu for the state of Qin. With the help of Duke Mu, he 
went back to the state of Jin. After he had consolidated his 
power over the throne, he led troops to attack Zheng and 
demanded Bei Zhan from them. Bei Zhan told Duke Wen of 
Zheng, “You'd better hand me over to him (to settle this 
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problem). ” Duke Wen said» “This is my mistake. ” Bei Zhan 
said» “I would rather give up my life to safeguard our state. ” 
Bei Zhan went to the camp of the troops of Jin himself. Duke 
Wen of Jin was going to boil him alive. Bei Zhan caught the 
huge cooking pot and shouted loudly, “Listen to me, all 
officers and soldiers! From now on, do not serve your 
.sovereign with loyalty any more. Those loyal people will be 
boiled alive just like me. ” Duke Wen apologized to him, 
withdrew his troops and sent Bei Zhan back to Zheng. 
Besides, Bei Zhan was so loyal to his sovereign that he 
safeguarded his sovereign from the threat of military action 
taken by the troops of Jin. He aLso popularized morality and 
justice in the camp of the troops of Jin and as a result, he won 
the recognition of Duke Wen of Jin. Therefore, righteousness 
can bring about extremely magnificent rewards. 

Meng Sheng, the Great Master of the Mohist School, 
and the Lord of Yang Cheng of the state of Chu were good 
friends. The Lord of Yang Cheng divided one precious stone 
into two parts, gave one half of it to Meng Sheng as a tally 
and entrusted him to take charge of Yang Cheng for him. 
They made a promise to each other as follows;“Orders should 
be carried out only after these two parts of the tally are 
combined together. ” After the death of the king of Chu, all 
court officials attacked Wu Qi at the place where the corpse of 
the deceased sovereign was put. The Lord of Yang Cheng 
took part in the event as well. After that, the state of Chu 
was about to punish these court officials but the Lord of Yang 
Cheng escaped. The state was going to confi.scate his fief. 




a 

K 

* 

ft 

m 

m 

« 

-t 



872 


E^3t] 

4 

ife ? ” ^ 0 i “ ^ A ^ :t a . i# 5t ?E l-u ^ SS," a S Btf ^ S St. 0 ® 

W, ^■^■:t.^JiS>]^‘ti,^ & £.*'1 A*x;f j|fe<Mjtitta>tt:®'tt.^T 
let ;f ^ lit *fe ” tt, iijfc i «i?* Ha ^it-iiC: “-iP SI ii: »*» #E. ft ^ 

*t, ^(1 it -Si Ht 4. ^ 3R *t ra Jdi ;g it ;^r ft ^ if At. .r 5iE «f # 4r 

^ ^ ;f; ^ A». I-? t-9-T .-f f A W - ;t ^X lit t * 
7 t-f-AT, ^At.ftfE..iE.;lAfr T^ffX^ 

S fif.: “ jL 4 Wi-^ All »P #, A ^ ft t-fa-* it 5«-. ” tt 4t i± A ^ 
i A * iS- il ^ T , i J& -f A «'h A ft tp« #-f-ft fe- ® IL ^ . i. tt. 



Meng Sheng said* “I was entrusted to take charge of the fief 
for him* and we have made a promise to each other to issue 
orders only after the two parts of the tally are combined 
together. Now I have not seen the other part of the tally* but 
I cannot prevent the state from taking back the fief. I should 
die for it anyway. ” Xu Ruo* one of his pupils* remonstrated 
with him, "If your death is advantageous for the Lord of 
Yang Cheng, you should die. If not, you should not die for it 
at all, since that might cause the elimination of scholars of the 
Mohist School. ” Meng Sheng said, “No, I don’t agree with 
you. To the Lord of Yang Cheng* I am either a teacher or a 
friend, either a friend or a court official of him. If I would not 
die for his sake, from now on, no one would expect a good 
teacher among the followers of the Mohist School, no one 
would expect a close friend among the followers of the Mohist 
School* and no one would expect a loyal court official among 
the followers of the Mohist School either. I am going to die 
for his sake to continue and popularize the thoughts and 
principles of the Mohist School. As for the title of ‘the Great 
Master’, I am going to give it to Tian Xiangzi of the state of 
Song. Tian Xiangzi is a sensible and virtuous person. Why 
are you worrying that our scholars will be eliminated all over 
the world?” Xu Ruo said, “To follow the teachings you just 
taught* I am going to die first to pave the way for you. ” He 
then turned around and committed suicide in front of Meng 
Sheng. Meng Sheng asked two people to confer the title of 
“the Great Master” on Tian Xiangzi. After Meng Sheng died* 
one hundred and eighty disciples had died for his sake. After 
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the two messengers tranvsmitted the order of Meng Sheng to 
Tian Xiangzi, they were going to go back to Cheng Yang to 
die for Meng Sheng as well. Tian Xiangzi wanted to stop 
them. He said» “Now that Mr. Meng has already devolved 
the title of ‘the Great Master’ onto me, you should listen to 
me. ” However, the two went back and died for Meng Sheng. 
Not listening to the Great Master was against the decree of 
the Mohist School. However, even severe punishments and 
generous awards could not stop them from doing so. 
Nowadays, when it comes to the topic of governing the world 
or a state, people normally are in favour of using generous 
awards and strict punishments. These measures were 
regarded as tyranny during the ancient times. 

4. On Manipulating the People 

The best way to manipulate the people is to resort to the 
principle of righteousness. The second best is to resort to 
awards and punishments. So far, there has been no such 
precedent that a sovereign could use his people under the 
circumstances that the principle of righteousness he advocated 
was not influential enough to encourage the common people to 
devote their lives for his sake and the awards and 
punishments he dispensed were not generous or strict enough 
to get rid of evil conducts and to do good things. As for the 
common people, they cannot always be used successfully, nor 
can they never be used successfully. The only factor that 
matters in this case is to master the right method for 
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manipulating them. 

He Lu maneuvered no more than thirty thousand troops, 
Wu Qi maneuvered no more than fifty thousand troops. As 
for the big states with ten thousand chariots, each of them 
might have more than thirty thousand or fifty thousand 
troops. Nonetheless, they cannot defend themselves from 
aggressions by foreign invaders. Nor can they manage to 
secure their states. It is not that the people of their states 
cannot be used at all. The problem is that they have not 
mastered the right method for using them. If the right 
method for using the people has not been mastered, will it be 
of any use even though the territory is vast, the geographical 
conditions are favourable and the soldiers are numerous? 
Many sovereigns of ancient times had taken control over the 
whole world, but they were toppled finally because they did 
not know how to use their people correctly. Therefore, the 
right method for using the people should be mastered 
scrupulously and thoroughly. 

If there is no one to operate them, the sword cannot cut 
things itself and the carriage cannot move itself. If you have 
sown barley, you can harvest barley and similarly, if you 
have sown broomcorn millet, you can harvest broomcorn 
millet. No one will wonder at that. Using people is somewhat 
the same. If you do not examine what you have sown 
carefully but pray that the people can be used effectively, 
nothing could be more muddle-headed. 

At the time of Yu, there were ten thousand countries in 
the world. At the time of Tang, there were about three 
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thousand of them left. However* none of them exists so far. 
Why? Because they all did not use their people correctly. 
Their failure resulted in the non-fulfilment of rewards or 
punishments that the governors promised the people. Tang 
took over the regime of the ruined dynasty,Xia» and governed 
the people of it successfully. So did King Wu with the people 
of Shang, because they knew the right method for using 
them. Guan Zhong had governed the people of Qi well and so 
had Shang Yang in Qin, because they knew the right method 
to use them too. With the right method, people can be used 
very easily to reach whatever goal is set for them. There is a 
guiding principle in using people and when the guiding 
principle, the head rope of the fishing net, is pulled up, all its 
meshes would open. What is the guiding principle? It is 
people’s wishes and dislikes. What do they wish and what do 
they dislike? Well, they wish to obtain honour and benefit, 
and they hate indignity and harm. Use indignity and harm to 
dispense punishments. Use honour and benefit to dispense 
awards. If punishments and awards are dispensed reasonably, 
all people can be used. 

When He Lii was inspecting his people in the Five-lake 
area, people would not be stopped from advancing further 
even though they were stabbed on the shoulders with a sword 
and blood flowed everywhere. When Gou Jian took the step 
of setting fire to his palace of sleep to test his people, nothing 
could stop them from going through fire and water to rescue 
it, and more than one thousand lost their lives during this 
disaster. They were finally stopped after a military order was 
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given by striking a gong. Mo Ye, the best sword in the 
world, would not become sharper for a brave person, nor 
would it become much blunter for a coward. Nevertheless, a 
brave person could become more skilful with its help. On the 
other hand, if a coward used it, he would become clumsier. 
The difference lies in whether one can use it correctly or not. 

The people of the state of Su Sha killed their sovereign 
spontaneously and submitted to the authority of Shen Nong. 
The people of the state of Mi Xu tied up their sovereign and 
submitted to the authority of King Wen of the Zhou Dynasty. 
Tang and King Wu could use not only their own people, but 
also people not under their supervision. Thus they could 
accomplish great achievements and gain high reputation even 
though they were based in small states and did not have many 
troops because they could use people not under their 
supervision. Using people not under their own supervision, 
many people of ancient times had unified the world even 
though they were born as ordinary people with no power at 
all. Therefore, the idea of using people not under your own 
supervision is very crucial, and it should be considered 
carefully. The Three Dynasties, Xia, Shang and Zhou^ had 
adhered to no other principle than winning over the trust of 
the common people. 

Once, a man of the state of Song was travelling in a 
hurry. The horse did not want to go on, so he killed it and 
threw it into the river. He then continued with another 
horse. This horse did not want to go on either. He killed it 
too and threw it into the river. The same story was repeated 
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three times. Even Zao Fu would not be stricter with his 
horse. It does not help if one has not mastered the right 
method of Zao Fu for riding horses, but only mimics his 
strictness towards the animals. Those unworthy sovereigns 
are somewhat like that. They do not know the right way of 
ruling their people but presume on the authority of the throne 
to intimidate the people. The more majestic-looking they are, 
the more disobedient the people will be. As for sovereigns 
who have been toppled and lost their states, they all governed 
their people by resorting to power and force. Therefore, no 
sovereign should give up the power of the throne, nor should 
he count on it exclusively. That is somewhat like concocting 
the taste of food. Salt should be put into tbe food anyway. 
Nonetheless, if an unsuitable amount of salt is used, it will 
make sad work of the food, so it will no longer be edible. The 
power over the throne is also the same. It can only be used by 
dint of .some other things. What are these things then? They 
are love and benefit. Power can be used effectively only when 
the common people realize that the sovereign is aiming at 
taking good care of them and providing benefits for them. If a 
sovereign overly should have resorts to his power, his 
intention of taking good care of the common people and 
providing benefits for them will disappear. If this intention 
has disappeared, and the sovereign still manipulates his 
power abusively, he will definitely run into severe trouble. 
That accounts for the perdition of the Xia and Shang 
Dynasties. As for a sovereign, he holds the most 
advantageous position and should take firm control over the 
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ranks of the court officials, so he should know his own 
situation thoroughly. As for being successful in stopping 
people committing evil conducts without issuing any 
injunction, possibly only those sovereigns who really 
understand this idea thoroughly can manage to do that. 

5. On Manipulating the Power over the Throne Reasonably 

Ancient kings ruled their people like riding the best 
horses. Driving light carriages and holding new whips, they 
just pulled the rein to make sure that all the horses were on 
the right track. Then they could manage to reach destinations 
located one thousand li away. A sovereign who is good at 
using his people is also the same. The common people long 
for being treated well by him day and night. Nonetheless, 
they can seldom get the chance to serve him wholeheartedly. 
In this case, if they are treated well, they will hasten to serve 
him body and soul just like a huge flood bursting forth from a 
valley ten thousand zhang deep. Who could ever stop them? 
It is said in Zhoushu,*‘\{ the sovereign treats the common 
people well, they will support and love him in return^ if he 
treats them badly, they will become his enemies. ” As a 
sovereign, if you have so many people antagonizing you, it 
would be better to have no people at all. King Li of the Zhou 
Dynasty used to be a Son of Heaven, but he was exiled to Zhi 
because so many people were against him. And even his 
offspring had suffered a lot from the disaster caused by him. 
Without the help of Duke Zhao Hu, his clan would have been 
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uprooted. As for contemporary sovereigns, most of them 
wish to rule as many people as possible, but they often do not 
know that they should treat their people well. Thus they 
make more personal enemies. They cannot win over the 
common people if they do not treat them well. Winning them 
over does not mean to supervise them superficially, but 
means to win their sincere support from the bottom of their 
hearts. Shun started as an ordinary person with no power, 
but he finally unified the world; Jie was born to be a Son of 
Heaven, but he could not manage to safeguard the throne. 
Koth the success of Shun and the failure of Jie were due to 
their ability and disability in winning over the common 
people. This argument must be examined. Tang and King 
Wu knew it well, so they both had accomplished great 
achievements and gained high reputation. 

The ancient kings had governed their people according to 
the principles of benevolence and righteousness, pacified them 
by taking good care of them and providing benefits for them, 
and edified them with the principles of loyalty and honesty. 
They were concerned with removing disadvantages from the 
common people and providing them with as many benefits as 
possible at the same time. So, the relationship between the 
.sovereign and his people was somewhat like stamping a seal 
on the lute. If the seal is square, the imprint would be a 
square; if the seal is round, the imprint would be round as 
well. It was also somewhat the same as sowing seeds in the 
field: one could only harvest what one has sown. And the 
harvest could be a hundred times more than the amount of 
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seeds previously sown. That accounted for the fact that the 
Three King Ancestors and the Five Di Ancestors were 
invincible all over the world. They have been apotheosized by 
subsequent generations even though they had already passed 
away because they had examined the rules on how to handle 
scrupulously the occurrences of the routine world. 

While Marquis Wu of the slate of Wei was living in the 
state of Zhong Shan, he once asked Li Ke, “What do you 
think had caused the perdition of the state of Wu?” Li Ke 
replied, “Because they have won every military action they 
launched against other states.” Marquis Wu wondered, 
“Well, winning every battle is good fortune for the state. 
Why did it die out because of this reason?” Li Ke replied, “If 
military actions are taken too frequently, the common people 
will become exhausted. And if victory is won every time, the 
sovereign will become arrogant. When an arrogant sovereign 
is ruling the exhausted people, the chance for survival of the 
state is very small. If the sovereign is arrogant, he will 
become undisciplined. If he is undisciplined, he will use up all 
the material re.sources of his state. If the common people are 
exhausted, they will be hostile towards the regime. If they 
are hostile towards the regime, they will play double- 
dealings. Under such circumstances, both the sovereign and 
his inferiors become extremely wanton. Therefore, the state 
of Wu could have died out even earlier. No wonder Fu Chai 
committed suicide in Gan Sui. ” 

Dongye Ji was giving a driving performance in front of 
Duke Zhuang of the state of Wei. All actions, whether 
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moving forward or back, turning right or left, were perfectly 
made and exactly in accordance with the theory. “Excellent!” 
Duke Zhuang praised him and thought even Zao Fu could not 
do it better than Dongye Ji. Dongye Ji then ordered his horse 
to run a hundred Li and return within a short time. Yan He 
came to visit Duke Zhuang. Duke Zhuang asked him, “Have 
you seen Dongye Ji on the way here?” “Yes, I saw him,” said 
Yan He, “His horse will definitely become exhausted soon. ” 
Duke Zhuang asked, “Why will it become exhausted then?” 
After a while, Dongye Ji came back. And the horse was 
exhausted as expected. Duke Zhuang asked Yan He to come 
up to him and asked him, “How did you know that the horse 
would be exhausted soon?” Yan He replied, “During his 
performance, all actions, whether moving forward or back, 
turning right or left, were perfectly made and all according to 
the theory. Even Zao Fu could not do it better. However, 
when I saw him a moment ago, he was very demanding with 
the horse. So 1 realized the horse could not bear it any 
longer. ” Hence, a sovereign of a chaotic state will use his 
people this way: he does not pay any attention to the nature 
of human beings and overlooks the feelings of his people. 
Moreover, he issues innumerable instructions and condemns 
those who cannot manage to understand them; he issues 
edicts frequently and censures those who cannot carry them 
out; he incurs severe problems and punishes those who 
cannot overcome them; he allots hard tasks and punishes 
those who cannot manage to fulfil them. As for the common 
people, they will advance only when they can have the chance 
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TO get awards, and they live in fear of being punished when 
they retreat. If they realize that they are not qualified for the 
allotted tasks, they will practise fraud. And when they 
practise fraud, they will be punished by the sovereign. So, 
that is only incurring new sins upon the old sins. As a result, 
hostility will be provoked between the sovereign and the 
common people. Therefore, no one can behave himself 
decently if he is too fastidious with etiquette, no success can 
be accomplished if the task is too complicated, no order can 
be carried out if it is too trenchant, and no injunction can be 
complied with if it is too demanding. Jie and Zhou had issued 
innumerable injunctions, and this stirred up rebellion among 
the common people, and they themselves were killed too 
because their injunctions were overly trenchant. Ziyang was a 
very strict person too. Once a man broke a bow because of 
carelessness and feared that he would be sentenced to death. 
So he took the chance of chasing a rabid dog to attack Ziyang 
and killed him. Ziyang was killed because he was extremely 
strict with other people. Some worm-shaped figures were 
sculpted on the cauldron of the Zhou Dynasty. These figures 
were very long, and both their heads and tails were twisted. 
These figures were used to indicate the harm caused by 
extremity. 

6. On Achievements and Desires 

If people do not have any desire at all, even a sage 
sovereign cannot manage them properly. For people without 
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any devsire» there is no difference between the Son of Heave 
and a servant, between taking control over the whole world 
and having no land, and between Peng Zu and a child dying at 
a very young age. In fact, the Son of Heaven is the most 
powerful person in the world. Having control over the whole 
world means to be tbe most wealthy person. Peng Zu is a 
person who has enjoyed the longest lifespan. However, a 
person without any desire will not be encouraged even though 
he is conferred these three great advantages. A servant is a 
most menial person. The poorest person does not have even a 
tiny bit of land, and a child who dies at a very young age is 
the person with the shortest lifespan. However, a person 
without any desire will not be stopped from doing everything 
according to his own will even though he might be threatened 
with these three great disadvantages. On the other hand, if 
people have one desire, they will not dare to act wildly 
against the law and worldwide public opinions, from Da Xia 
in the north to Bei Hu in the south, from San Wei in the west 
to Fu Sang in the east. And they will not retreat even razor’s 
sharp blades, flying arrows, flood or fire are in front of 
them. They will get up early in the morning to work hard in 
the fields and dare not have a rest even though their tasks are 
extremely onerous. Therefore, the more desires people have, 
the easier they can be fully employed; the fewer desires they 
have, the more difficult it is to employ them. People with no 
desire cannot be employed at all. Even though people might 
have many desires, if the sovereign does not use the right 
method to control them, he won’ t be able to use them 



895 


The Spring and Autumn of LCi Buwei 
'Sooi^ 19 


5 

R 

• 

n 

fS 

K 

M 

-t 





896 


A7,■{s^Ji:f-^y:HtJ^1*^in, >)iJLAin&:S6^it^.7'-<r7^1i$-y^ 

a. 

*-f ^®i.ft^A.)Si.ity^^jtf[i*iti«^li 6ifca,J'^rkXAfn^fe, 

<fc-fr. *t ^ M. a :f a,-(a * sif-8-ii « at a 48 ■(*. ip A - # . 

^ i ;f: lit et t a. +1^ iJt.. :f ft (41 it fl-+f at ip lii jS. *t it. A a j6 «i ^ 

T A A-n t ft, *t ^ ft IT * it #+t at. ^ ft ir * it # ti it Jp-c: a, ^ a 

^i?it#7ArtA'tt. itfr 7Aft^A-t4& IJ e>>3t 

7« -It ft! )X as 4 ^ ^g. 411 * ^ ft ll ft, ft ^g'tt, 




effectively either even if the desires of the people are fulfilled. 
Therefore, the argument on how to fulfil the desires of the 
people should be examined scrupulously. 

Sovereigns who are clever at governing their people will 
let them fulfil their desires without limit, then they can also 
be employed without limit. As for minorities such as the Man 
People and the Yi People, they have different languages and 
customs compared with the people of the states located in the 
central part of China. Moreover, their clothes, hats, belts, 
houses, boats, carriages, utensils, tunes, colours and food 
are all different compared with those used by the people of the 
central areas of China. Nonetheless, like other human beings 
in general, they are all driven by their desires. Even the 
Three King Ancestors could not manage to change the 
customs of those areas. Nevertheless, they accomplished 
great achievements, because they knew how to act according 
to the innate nature of human beings. Jie and Zou could not 
manage to deviate from those customs either. Nevertheless, 
they had been finally toppled, because they went against the 
innate nature of human beings. But they did not realize it 
themselves since they were both overly addicted to 
conventions. And they had been used to these conventions for 
such a long time that they became addicted to them and could 
not extricate themselves. Whether something belongs to the 
innate nature or not must be distinguished thoroughly and 
scrupulously. Who can manage to get rid of things not 
belonging to the inborn nature of human beings except for 
people who have mastered Tao? For people who cannot 
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manage to get rid of things not belonging to the innate nature 
of human beings, their desires must be unreasonable and 
unjustifiable. Cultivating the mind under the influence of the 
unreasonable and unjustifiable desires will lead to an untimely 
end of one’s life. And governing a state under the influence 
of the unreasonable and unjustifiable desires will lead to the 
perdition of the state. Hence, sage sovereigns of ancient 
times would meditate and conform to the innate nature of 
human beings, then fulfil their people’ s desires exactly 
accordingly. Thus no one would reject carrying out orders 
and as a result, all great achievements could be accomplished. 
Sage sovereigns would only adhere to the most important 
principle, Tao, and the minority peoples of all the four 
directions would submit to their authority. 

Whoever could master the most important principle must 
be the most powerful person. And the most powerful person 
is invincible. A sage sovereign is invincible, so lives of people 
all across the world are dependent on him. A pack of dogs can 
live peacefully together when there is no competition among 
them. However, if a roasted chicken were thrown to the 
pack, they would fight with each other for it. Some might 
break their bones and others might sprain their tendons, 
because a condition leading to competition now exists. If 
conditions leading to competition arise, there will be a fight. 
Otherwise, if conditions leading to competition no longer 
exist, there will be no fight. Among states all over the 
world, no fight will occur if conditions leading to competition 
don’t exist. 
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As for well-governed states, they all encourage their 
people to vie with each other to do things in accordance with 
morality and justice; all the chaotic states encourage their 
people to vie with each other to do things against morality and 
justice. All the strong and powerful states encourage their 
people to seek the chance for being employed by their 
sovereigns willingly; all the weak and small states encourage 
their people to avoid being employed by their sovereigns. 
Good fortune and misfortune brought about by these four 
cases cannot be covered by the sky or carried by the earth. 
When Duke Wen of the state of Jin was attacking the .state of 
Yuan, he promised his officers and soldiers that the military 
action would be finished within seven days. However, they 
did not occupy Yuan within seven days. Duke Wen issued an 
order to withdraw his troops from the battleground. The 
tacticians said, “Yuan will be conquered in no time. ” And all 
the officers persuaded him to continue the fight. Duke Wen 
said. “Honesty should be the most important rule to any 
state. If I conquer Yuan at the cost of the most important rule 
I adhere to. I would rather not do it. ” Then the army of Jin 
retreated. During the next year, Duke Wen attacked Yuan 
again. This time Duke Wen made an agreement with his 
troops and promised that they would not withdraw until Yuan 
was occupied. When the people of Yuan heard this 
information, they surrendered to the troops of Jin without 
resisting. When the state of Wei heard this story, they 
considered that Duke Wen^s honesty had reached its zenith, 
so they submitted to his authority. The so-called “Occupying 
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Wei while Attacking Yuan” refers to this story. It was not 
that Duke Wen did not want to occupy Yuan at the first time. 
However, if Yuan were occupied at the cost of acting against 
the principle of honesty, it would be better not do it. If Yuan 
were occupied according to the principle of honesty, Wei was 
not be the only state that was likely to submit to the authority 
of Duke Wen. Duke Wen really knew how to fulfil his 
wishes. 


7. On Attaching importance to Honesty 
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As a sovereign, you must be honest. Be honest, and 
always more honest. Who then will not submit to your 
authority? So it is said in Zhoushu, “Be honest! Be honest!” 
It means that no action can result in success if honesty is 
overlooked. Therefore, honesty is a very important and most 
useful principle. If the principle of honesty is established, all 
misstatements will be recognized, and the whole world will be 
mastered. An honest sovereign can subjugate any area as long 
as it is affected by his honesty. However, if he cannot make 
good use of it, it would still belong to someone else even 
though he himself occupied it. If he can subjugate it and make 
good use of it, it will belong to him. Thus everything existing 
between the sky and Earth is under his firm control. Among 
all sovereigns of the world, if there is someone who realizes 
that, it will not take long for him to unify the world and 
become a King himself. If there is someone who can realize 
that among all court officials, he will be qualified for serving 
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as assistant of the King. 

If Heaven does not comply with its fixed rules, it would 
be impossible to engender the year; if Earth does not comply 
with its fixed rules, the growth of all plants would be 
hindered. The virtue of the spring season is wind. If the 
spring wind does not come on time, the plants will not 
develop flowers; if the plants do not develop flowers, they 
will not bear any fruit. The virtue of the summer season is 
heat. If the summer heat does not come on time, the soil will 
not be fertile; if the soil is not fertile, the crops will not grow 
well. The virtue of the autumn season is rain. If the autumn 
rain does not come on time, the seeds of all crops will not be 
large; if the seeds are not large, there will be no good 
harvest. The virtue of the winter season is coldness. If the 
winter coldness does not come on time, the ground will not 
freeze rigidly; if the ground does not freeze rigidly, there will 
be no fissure on its surface, l.arge as the sky and Earth are, 
and changeable as the four sea.sons are, nothing will be 
generated if they do not adhere to the fixed rules respectively, 
needless to say what will happen when it comes to affairs of 
the everyday world. If the sovereign and the court officials 
are not honest, the common people will attack them, and the 
state will not be peaceful; if the powerful people holding 
positions are not honest, the young people will not treat the 
old with respect, and the powerful and the powerless will 
become hostile towards each other; if awards and 
punishments are not dispensed honestly, the common people 
will be likely to break the law, and they cannot be controlled 
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effectively either; if friends are not honest to each other» they 
will hate each other, and no close relationship can be 
developed; if the various craftsmen are not honest, they will 
cheat others with shoddy products, and both the cinnabar and 
the lacquer they use will not be pure and authentic. 
Therefore, honesty should be the exclusive factor and the 
most important companion that can accompany one from the 
very beginning till the end of his life, regardless of whether 
he is honourable and powerful, or menial and poor. Be 
honest. And be more honest. The most honest person can 
communicate with the will of Heaven. If the world is 
governed by this kind of people, good rain and sweet dew will 
descend. Moreover, heat, coldness and the four seasons will 
function properly. 

Duke Huan of the state of Qi launched a military action 
against the state of hu. The people of Lu did not want to 
fight in a hurry. They rearranged the border fifty li away 
from the capital and asked Qi to consider Lu as a 
protectorate. Duke Huan of Qi agreed. Cao Hui asked Duke 
Zhuang of Lu, “Would you want to be killed time and time 
again or to survive over and over?” Duke Zhuang asked, 
“What do you mean?” Cao Hui said, “Well, if you listen to 
me, you can enlarge the territory of our state and enjoy a 
peaceful and comfortable life. That can be referred to as 
surviving over and over. If you do not listen to me, our state 
will be ruined, and you will definitely get into trouble and be 
humiliated as well. This is the so-called being killed time and 
time again.” Duke Zhuang said, “I would rather listen to 






ra.#^ia^«”)£•'^B:“^^^^^!aliHr.>FlW^?E,"^^tH:“^UJftE^, 


— Ai'l T ^fiWiK±. i 

t e*.ift!“-#-SiPiii.Aj|tS6iSiiJ* 

^,-it A #E. t-* Tt?, ” f-#. «ft =te A A Ki'A, # # 4-^>1 ^ ^ I<#h 

4:: ra-Ut:'• ?^-(i * i ^ ^ -ft Si * , 7 ; it i± A . ”^: “^ )3t A :*i-A 

i<7-ff-*t'ft.t^«6^i^*ti*-A-ft.,”'f i+ijt:“-«i;tffl i ;& i . .»i7 

Aii£4.?-A T *&, ”-f-A ■& >i A r*J ^-*t A 
^.?R.-#-HiTiTat^l. fe-4i-®a;&7ift!l3i£-#-a 

ItAM7 



you. ” For the appointment with Qi the next day, both Duke 
Zhuang and Cao Hui carried swords beneath their clothes to 
the meeting platform. Duke Zhuang grabbed Duke Huan with 
his left hand and drew the sword out with his right. He 
pointed the sword towards himself and said, “Previously, our 
border was several hundred li away from the capital. Now it 
is only fifty li away. That gives us no chance for survival at 
all. We are all going to be killed, so I would rather die in 
front of you right now. ” Guan Zhong and Baoshu came up to 
them. Cao Hui held back the sword and stood on the stairs to 
stop them and said, “The two sovereigns are going to 
exchange their minds. No one is allowed to disturb them. ” 
Duke Zhuang said, “I am going to die unless you agree to set 
the border between our two states along the Wen River. ” 
Guan Zhong said, “Territory should be used to defend the 
sovereign. It should not be gained at the cost of the life of the 
sovereign under any circumstances. Your Majesty, please 
agree with him. ” Duke Huan then made a treaty with Lu and 
agreed to set the border between the two states along the 
southern bank of the Wen River. However, after Duke Huan 
went back to Qi, he did not want to keep his word and return 
these lands to Lu. Guan Zhong said, “You should not do 
that. They meant to coerce you using the excuse of making a 
treaty with you, but you did not realize that. That cannot be 
regarded as wise. You did not fight back to enforce your own 
opinion when you were threatened with a sword. That cannot 
be regarded as brave. You are not going to keep your word to 
return the lands to them. That cannot be regarded as honest. 
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No one could achieve great success if he is not wise, brave 
and honest. Please give them the territory you promised 
them. Thus you will gain the reputation of honesty and 
broadcast it to people all over the world at the cost of four 
hundred li of land. From this point of view, you will succeed 
in all respects. ” In this case, Duke Zhuang and Cao Hui were 
both enemies. Duke Huan of Qi would treat his enemies with 
honesty, how would he treat others who were not at odds 
with him? With Guan Zhong’s help, Duke Huan had held 
nine meeting participated in by sovereigns of all feudatories 
successfully, unified the world and put it in good order and 
made people all over the world submit to his authority. 
Transforming shame into honour and turning failure into 
success, Guan Zhong really knew how to make the best use of 
any situation. Even though they lost at first, they were 
successful later on. It is natural that nothing can be perfect. 

8. Nothing Is Perfect 

It is natural that nothing can be expected to be perfect. 
Therefore, Yao was accused of not being kind to his own 
children, Shun was accused of not treating his father with 
filial piety, Yu was accused of longing for the throne, Tang 
and King Wu were accused of planning to deport and murder 
their sovereigns respectively, and the Five Lord-protectors 
were accused of invading other states. Could we expect 
everything to be perfect from this point of view? Hence, 
gentlemen will judge others according to normal standards. 
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but judge themselves according to the principle of 
righteousness. By judging others according to normal 
standards» it is easy for them to feel satisfied. If it is easy for 
them to feel satisfied, they can also win over the common 
people. By judging themselves according to the principle of 
righteousness, it is very difficult for them to commit 
mistakes. If it is very difficult for them to commit mistakes, 
they will behave themselves decently. So, this kind of people 
are qualified enough for handling the greatest and most 
difficult tasks existing between the sky and Earth. But 
unworthy people are not the same. They judge others 
according to the principle of righteousness but judge 
themselves according to normal standards. By judging others 
according to the principle of righteousness, it is very difficult 
for them to feel satisfied and as a result, they will lose the 
support of the closest relatives. By judging themselves 
according to normal standards, it is very easy for them to feel 
all right and as a result, they will drag out an ignoble 
existence. Acting this way, Jie, Zhou, King You and King Li 
of the Zhou Dynasty had endangered their own lives and 
caused the loss of their kingdoms. Though the sky and Earth 
are huge, they could not find even one foothold. There must 
be some gnarls on a piece of timber one chi long, and there 
must be some maculates on a piece of jade one cun long. 
Sovereigns of ancient times knew that nothing is perfect, so 
they would only attach importance to the strongest aspects of 
things. 

The Jisuns were taking charge of the regime of the state 
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of Lu. Confucius planned to discuss with them about morality 
and justice, but he was afraid that he might fall out of favour 
if he expressed his opinions directly. In order to obtain a 
chance to persuade them, he accepted their support. 
However, the people of I.u condemned him because of that, 
Confucius said, “The dragons eats in clean water and swim in 
clean water} the hornless dragons eat in clean water and swim 
in turbid water; fish eat in turbid water and also swim in 
turbid water. Even though I am not as good as the dragons, I 
am much better than the fish. Possibly I am a hornless 
dragon?” If people wish to accomplish great success, 
shouldn’t they behave themselves decently according to the 
fixed rules all the time? To rescue a drowning person, one 
must wet one’s clothing. To chase an escapee, one must run. 
Marquis Wen of the state of Wei had a brother named Ji 
Cheng and a friend called Zhai Huang. Marquis Wen planned 
to appoint one of them to be prime minister of Wei but could 
not decide whom he should employ. So he asked Li Ke for his 
opinion on it. Li Ke replied, “If you want to appoint one of 
them to be prime minister, you can compare Yue Teng with 
Wangsun Gouduan to see who is better. ” “Good idea,” said 
Marquis Wen. He considered that Wangsun Gouduan was not 
as sensible as Yue Teng. Since Wangsun Gouduan was 
recommended by Zhai Huang and Yue Teng was 
recommended by Ji Cheng, he appointed Ji Cheng to be prime 
minister. Court officials who are trusted by the sovereign 
must be cautious with their words when they are talking 
about others. As for Marquis Wen, Ji Cheng was his own 
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younger brother and Zhai Huang was his friend. If he did not 
know people as close as these two, how could he know people 
such as Yue Teng and Wangsun Gouduan? It is pointless if 
one knows those who are distant but does not know those 
who are close. And it is wrong to make decisions according to 
these pointless things. Li Ke’s reply to Marquis Wen was 
also wrong. Even though both of them were wrong, the 
mistakes they made were somewhat like the comparison 
between gold and woods even the softest gold is harder than 
any wood. 

Once Lord Mengchang asked Bai Gui, “Why do you 
think that Marquis Wen of the state of Wei is much more 
famous than Duke Huan of the state of Qi but is not as 
successful as the Five Lord-protectors?” Bai Gui replied, 
“Marquis Wen has been studying with Zixia, been friendly to 
Tian Zifang and respected Duangan Mu. That accounts for 
the fact that he is much more famous than Duke Huan. 
However, when he was going to choose a person to be prime 
minister, he asked, ‘Between Ji Cheng and Zhai Huang, who 
is more qualified for this position?’ This accounts for the fact 
that he is not as successful as the Five Lord-protectors. The 
prime minister should be the chief of all court officials, so the 
nominee should be chosen from among as many people as 
possible. Nevertheless, he was going to select a prime 
minister from only two persons. Compared with Duke Huan 
using his personal enemy Guan Zhong to be prime minister of 
his state. Marquis Wen was much more unwise. In addition, 
it is out of impartiality to choose the nominee of prime 
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minister from among mentors and friends; it is out of 
nepotism to choose from among relatives and beloved ones. 
Preferring nepotism to impartiality is a bad sign of the decline 
of the regime. However, he has gained a very famous 
reputation because he has three sensible assistants. ” 

Ning Qi wished to seek a position from Duke Huan of the 
state of Qi, but he was too poor to make others recommend 
him. He then offered to drive the goods cart for a 
businessman to the capital and slept outside the main gate 
that night. The gate was opened for Duke Huan who was 
heading for the outskirts to welcome a guest. The torches 
were very bright and there were also many attendants 
following him. All goods carts were asked to make way for 
the procession. At that moment, Ning Qi was feeding the 
cow beside the cart. When he saw Duke Huan, he stared at 
him sadly and struck the horn of the cow to sing a song 
loudly. When Duke Huan heard it, he touched his driver’s 
hand and they said, “How strange it is! That singer must be 
something. ” He then ordered his people to carry him back 
with the waiting carriage. After Duke Huan returned to his 
palace, the attendants asked for his instructions on how to 
deal with Ning Qi. Duke Huan presented him with clothing 
and a hat. He wanted to speak with him in person. Ning Qi 
called in and persuaded Duke Huan with his ideas on how to 
govern the state of Qi, The next day, he called on Duke 
Huan again and persuaded him with his ideas on how to 
govern the world. Duke Huan was very happy with Ning Qi 
and was thinking of appointing him to a position. All the 
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court officials were vying with each other to remonstrate with 
the duke and said, “Our guest is from the state of Wei, and 
Wei is not far away from here. It^s better if Your Majesty 
would send someone to Wei to investigate Ning ’ s 
background. It will not be too late to employ him after 
making sure that he is really sensible and wise. ” Duke Huan 
said, “No, that ^ s wrong. If I send someone there to 
investigate his background, I am afraid that some of his 
insignificant shortcomings might be found. Paying too much 
attention to people * s insignificant shortcomings but 
overlooking their strongest points is the reason why 
sovereigns miss the most outstanding people in the world. ” 
When listening to others, their ideas must be of some use. 
Now Duke Huan would not make further investigation into 
the background of Ning Qi. He had listened to Ning Qi’s 
ideas, and these ideas were in accordance with his own 
standards. In addition, no one is perfect. Therefore, 
weighing up the ideas of others thoroughly and then making 
good use of their strong points should be the right way of 
dealing with people. Duke Huan had mastered and adhered to 
this rule. 
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Views on the Reason for the Existence of Sovereigns 


1. The Reason for the Existence of Sovereigns 

According to the innate instincts of human beings^ their 
limbs and teeth are not enough to protect them from various 
dangers, their skin is not enough to protect them from heat 
and coldness, their bones and muscles are not enough to gain 
advantages and circumvent disadvantages, and their prowess 
is not enough to defeat savage and ferocious wild animals. 
Nonetheless, they can still become the dominators of a myriad 
of things of the world. They can tame the wild animals and 
protect themselves from the dangers caused by heat, 
coldness, drought and flood. Doesn’t that attribute to the 
fact that they can get well prepared and live gregariously? 
The reason why human beings live gregariously is that every 
member derives benefit from the group. When everyone can 
benefit from the group, the principle of the sovereign can be 
established. Therefore, if the principle of the sovereign is 
established, the individuals can benefit from the group, and 
they can also protect themselves from all kinds of threats and 
disasters of the natural world. 

There was no sovereign during the pre-historic period. 
People lived in groups and under such circumstances, people 
could recognize their mothers, but they did not know who 
their fathers were. There was no difference between mothers 
and fathers, elder brothers and younger brothers, husbands 
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and wives and males and females, no order between the upper 
class and the lower class, the old and the young. Nobody paid 
any attention to the rules of propriety, and there was no 
facility to provide things such as clothes, shoes, belts, 
houses, savings, utensils, boats, carriages. No protective 
walls or forts existed. These problems occurred because there 
was no sovereign in control. So, the order between the 
sovereign and the court officials must be clarified. During the 
history of human beings, so many states have been ruined. 
Nonetheless, the principle of the sovereign has never gone 
into disuse, because people ail over the world can benefit 
from it. Therefore, dethrone those who do not adhere to the 
principle of the sovereign and enthrone those who support it. 
What is the principle of the sovereign then? It is to provide 
benefits to the common people and not to take advantage for 
yourself. 

East of Fei Bin, the state of Hui built up by the Yi 
People and almost all the areas where the Dajie, Lin Yu, Qi. 
Lu Ye, Yao Shan, Yang Dao, Da Ren Peoples live normally 
do not have a sovereign. South of Yang Zhou and the Han 
River, the place where the Yue People live and almost all the 
areas of tribes such as Bi Kai Zhu, Fu Feng and Yu Mi and 
states such as Fu Lou, Yang Yu and Huan Dou do not have a 
sovereign. West of the Di, Qiang, Hu Tang Peoples and the 
Li River, almost all the minorities such as the Bo Ren, Ye 
Ren, Pian Zuo Chuan, Zhou Ren, Song Long, Tu Ren 
Peoples do not have a sovereign. North of Yan Men 
Mountain, almost all the minorities such as the Ying Sun, 
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Suo Zhi. Xu Kui. Tao Tie» Qiong Qi, Shu Ni and Zhan Er 
Peoples do not have a sovereign. These above-mentioned 
areas do not have a sovereign. The people of these areas are 
like animals; the young manipulate the old, the old are in 
dread of those who are in the prime of life, the robust ones 
are regarded as virtuous, and the status of the ferocious and 
arrogant ones are honoured and powerful. People are killing 
each other day and night without stopping to exterminate 
their own species. The sages have clearly recognized this 
problem. Therefore, in order to establish a major program of 
lasting importance for people all over the world, nothing 
could be better than installing the Son of Heaven. And in 
order to establish a major program of lasting importance for a 
state, nothing could be better than setting up a sovereign. 
The sovereigns are not enthroned to seek profit. The Son of 
Heaven is not installed to seek profit. And the court officials 
are not appointed to seek profit either. In troubled times, 
when virtues are overlooked, the Son of Heaven is likely to 
take advantage of the world to seek private profits, the 
sovereigns are likely to take advantage of their states to seek 
private profit. Court officials are likely to take advantage of 
their powers to seek private profit as well. That accounts for 
the alternation of prosperity and decline and the high 
frequency of chaos and disasters. Hence, as for loyal officials 
and upright, disinterested intellectuals, they should advise 
their sovereign to stop committing mistakes inside the court, 
and they should also devote their lives to defending morality 
and justice outside the court. 
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When Yu Rang wavS planning to murder Zhao Xiangzi, he 
shaved his beard and eyebrows, disfigured his face, disguised 
himself as a beggar and went to beg from his wife. His wife 
said, “The appearance of this man is so much different from 
that of my husband, but why is his voice so similar to his?” 
So he swallowed a piece of burning coal to hurt his voice and 
to make it change. His friend said to him, “Even though you 
have chosen a very difficult way to do it, the final result will 
be in vain. I agree that you are adhering to your goal. 
However. I do not think that you are wise. Since you are 
capable, if you would go to seek the chance to serve Zhao 
Xiangzi, he would definitely endear himself to you. Thus it 
would be very easy for you to fulfil your wish, and you would 
definitely succeed. ” Yu Rang laughed and said, “If 1 listen to 
you, 1 should revenge my current benefactor for the sake of 
my ex-benefactor, and kill my current master for the sake of 
my former master. Nothing could threaten more damage to 
the order between sovereign and court officials. Moreover, 
that is also against my original intention for doing so. What I 
am going to do is to clarify the order between the sovereign 
and the court officials, so 1 would rather not choose the easy 
way. ” 

Zhu Lishu had served Duke Ao of the state of Ju, but he 
did not think that Duke Ao of Ju had understood him well or 
thought very much of him, so he left Duke Ao and went to 
live on the coast. He ate water chestnuts during the summer 
and acorns during the winter. When he heard that Duke Ao of 
Ju had been killed, he said good-bye to his friend and planned 
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to die for Duke Ao. His friend said, “You left him since you 
thought that he did not understand you well or think very 
much of you. Now you are going to die for him. From this 
point of view, whether or not he understood you well does 
not make any difference at all. ” Zhu Lishu said, “No, 1 do 
not agree with you. I left him because I thought that he had 
not understood me well or thought very much of me. If I 
don’t die for his sake now, it means that his opinion on me 
was right. I am going to die for his sake because 1 want to 
humiliate the forthcoming sovereigns who cannot manage to 
understand their officials, or to encourage them to cultivate 
their virtues and improve their integrity. If their virtues are 
improved and their integrity is improved, loyal court officials 
will have the chance to be understood by their sovereigns. 
When loyal officials are understood, the principle of the 
sovereign can be established as a result. ” 

2. Long-term Interests 

The outstanding intellectuals of the world are concerned 
with the major project of lasting importance for people all 
over the world. They will also earnestly practise it 
themselves. Suppose that something could provide double 
short-term benefit but would cause disadvantages to 
forthcoming generations, they would not do it. Suppose that 
one action could .safeguard the state for good, they would not 
take it if it were aimed at benefiting their own offspring. 
From this point of view, the avarice and notoriety of Chen 
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Wuyu was very palpable. As for Bocheng Zigao, Duke Zhou 
Dan and Rong Yi, their choices were very different even 
though they were all human beings. Weren' t they very 
different from each other? 

When Yao was governing the world» he conferred a 
feudatory on Bocheng Zigao. After Yao gave up the throne to 
Shun, Shun gave it up to Yu. Bocheng Zigao gave up his 
feudatory and went to work in the fields himself. While he 
was farming in the fields, Yu went to visit him. Yu took an 
inferior position beside him and asked, “When Yao was in 
power, you were conferred a feudatory. Why did you give it 
up after I took over the regime? Could you please tell me the 
reason?” Bocheng Zigao .said, “Well, at the time of Yao, 
people were encouraged without receiving rewards, and they 
were obedient without being punished. They did not know 
what happiness was, nor did they know anything about 
hostility. They were as joyful as small children. However, 
rewards and punishments have been dispensed so frequently 
in our time that people are still fighting for their self-interests 
and do not obey your authority. From now on, the benevolent 
policies will decline, private profit will be sought, and the 
chaos of the forthcoming generation has been conceived. Why 
don’t you leave now? You are disturbing my farm work. ” He 
then bent over to cover the seeds with earth and didn’t look 
up again. Of course Bocheng Zigao knew that if he did not 
give up the feudatory, he could become famous and 
honourable, lead a comfortable life and benefit his offspring 
at the same time. Nonetheless, he gave it up because he 
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hoped to stop the chaos of the forthcoming generation this 
way. 

Xin Kuan called on Duke Mu of the state of Lu and said» 
“Now 1 know that our deceased sovereign Duke Zhou Dan. 
was not as wise as Duke Tai. Lii Wang, in respect of 
accepting the feudatory. Previously, Duke Tai was conferred 
the coastal area around Ying Qiu. Based on the lofty 

mountains, the obstruction of the sea and the dangerous 

natural fortifications, his territory has been enlarged day by 
day, and his offspring have become more and more 

prosperous. However, our deceased sovereign, Duke Zhou 
Dan, was conferred the state of Lu. There were no 

mountains, valleys or other kinds of dangerous natural 
fortifications to provide any kind of protection, so the troops 
of other states could invade from all the four directions. 
Therefore, the size of his territory has been reduced day by 
• day, and his descendants have been in the state of decline. ” 
Nangong Kuo came to visit Duke Mu after Xin Kuan left. 
Duke Mu said, “Xin Kuan has just attacked Duke Zhou, and 
his arguments sounded warranted.” Nangong Kuo replied, 
“Xin Kuan is a fledging. He does not know anything at all. 
Have you ever heard what King Cheng said when he decided 
to build the capital city in Cheng Zhou? He said, ‘I am going 
to build the capital in Cheng Zhou and then settle down there. 
Thus it is easy for my people to discover my good deeds, and 
it is also easy for them to condemn my evil conducts. ’ So, it 
is said that people practising the principle of benevolence can 
obtain the whole world and those committing misdeeds will 
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lose it. That is a fixed law having been proved by history. Do 
you think that sensible people would encourage their offspring 
to commit crimes endlessly protected by dangerous mountains 
and valleys? Xin Kuan is nothing but a petty man|” If the 
brambling wanted to plan for the swan and phoenix, their 
designs would be definitely incorrect. They are satisfied with 
a small space under the eaves or between the tiles. The swan 
and phoenix can cover a thousand li in one flight. How could 
the brambling be mentioned in the same breath as them? If a 
sovereign is not of sublime virtue and influential morality and 
justice, neither the swan nor the phoenix will fly to the 
outskirts or the wide fields of his state. It is somewhat the 
same in the case that the foolish and menial people want to 
plan for the sensible people. They are shallow, unscrupulous 
and engaged in attacking sensible people arbitrarily. Isn't 
that tragic? 

Rong Yi and his pupil left the state of Qi for the state of 
Lu. It was very cold and the gate of the capital had already 
been closed when they arrived there. They were forced to 
sleep in the open outside the gate of the capital. It was 
becoming colder and colder. Rong Yi told his pupil, “If you 
give me your clothes, 1 can survive; if I give you mine, you 
can survive. I am an outstanding intellectual of the state, so I 
am reluctant to die since it would be a pity for people all over 
the world; you are an unworthy person, so you should not 
cherish your life so much. Please give me your clothes. ” The 
pupil said, “Then how could an unworthy person like me give 
his clothes to an outstanding intellectual of the state?” Rong 
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Yi groaned slowly and said, “Oh. The Great Tao reaches an 
impasse. ” He then took off his clothes and gave them to the 
pupil. He himself died of coldness during that night and the 
pupil survived. We are not sure whether Rong Yi was really 
capable enough to safeguard the world as he promised. 
However, nothing could be more sublime than his ideal of 
benefiting the people of the world. He was sage and 
extremely benevolent, and he devoted his life to manifesting 
the principles he adhered to. 

3. On Cognition of Fate 

The sage people can understand the meaning of life and 
death. Understanding the meaning of life and death, they will 
not be deluded by advantage, disadvantage, survival or 
perdition. Therefore, when Yan Ying made an agreement 
with Cui Zhu, he still adhered to the morality and justice he 
held; Yanling Jizi refused to take over the regime of the state 
of Wu even though the people of Wu wanted him to accept the 
throne; Sun Shu’ao was not disturbed at all whether he was 
appointed to be prime minister or demoted from this post time 
and time again. These were all sagacious people, and they 
could not be tempted with material things. 

A person named Ci Fei from the state of Wu got a 
precious sword in Gan Sui. While he was crossing the 
Yangtze River on his way back, he saw two dragons entwine 
around the boat on both sides as he arrived in the middle of 
the river. Ci Fei asked the boatman, “Have you experienced 
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being entwined by two dragons and both the dragons and the 
people on board have survived?” The boatman said, “I have 
never experienced that. ” Ci Fei rolled up his sleeves, held up 
his clothes, drew out his sword and said, “They are merely a 
pile of rotten flesh at the bottom of the water. If I could 
secure my life at the cost of the sword, why would I treasure 
the sword?” He then dived into the water to kill the dragons. 
He climbed aboard the boat again after killing the two 
dragons. The lives of all the passengers were saved. When 
the king of Chu heard that, he offered Ci Fei the title of “Zhi 
Gui”. When Confucius heard of it, he said, “Marvellous! In 
order to get rid of a pile of rotten flesh, he would rather 
sacrifice the precious sword. Possibly Ci Fei was the only 
person who could manage to do that!” 

Once Yu made a tour of inspection in the south. While 
he was crossing the Yangtze River, a yellow dragon suddenly 
came out and held his boat above the water. Everyone on 
board was scared to death. Yu looked up toward the sky, 
groaned and said slowly, “I have received an order out of the 
will of Heaven to do my best to protect my people. If I can 
survive, it is fate? if I die now, it is also fate. How could 1 be 
threatened by a dragon?” The dragon lowered its head and tail 
and humbly swam away. From this point of view, Yu really 
knew the meaning of life and death and therefore, he could 
differentiate advantages from disadvantages. Both human 
beings and a myriad of things are created by the cooperation 
of Yin and Yang. Both Yin and Yang are created by Heaven, 
It is natural for Heaven to have such phenomena like 
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decadency, wane, perdition, concealment, prosperity, 
surplus, conglomeration and propagation; it is also natural 
for human beings to have such experiences like 
embarrassment, perplexity, poverty, indigence, abundance, 
affluence, brilliance and success. All these above-mentioned 
things are signs of Heaven or innate laws of a myriad of 
things. Therefore, they are beyond the limits of human 
power and will. Sages of ancient times would rather accept 
fate patiently instead of hurting the innate nature of life with 
selfish wishes. 

Cui Zhu made an appointment with Yanzi. Cui Zhu 
promised, “All those who dare to submit to the throne of the 
state of Qi instead of obeying the Cuis will suffer disaster. ” 
Yanzi bent down, drank the blood of the livestock used as an 
offering during the ceremony, looked up toward the sky and 
shouted loudly, “All those who dare to support the Cuis 
instead of obeying the throne of Qi would suffer from 
disaster. ” Cui Zhu was very unhappy with him. He pointed 
his spear against Yanzi’s chest, put his halberd upon Yanzi's 
neck and threatened him, “You! Take back what you have 
said and I will share the state of Qi with you. If you don’t 
take back what you have said, I am going to kill you right 
away. ” Yanzi said, “Haven’t you learned of this poem from 
iShijing, sir? It says, ‘Exuberant vines entwine the twigs 
and branches of the trees. The amiable and honourable 
gentleman will not profit himself by using evil means. ’ Do 
you think that I am going to get involved in such an evil plan 
to benefit myself? Please think about that yourself. ” Cui Zhu 
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said, “This man is sensible. I should not kill him.” He 
lowered his weapons and left. Yanzi caught the strap of the 
carriage and got on. His driver wished to whip the horse to 
run quickly, Yanzi touched his hand and comforted him, 
“Calm down.” he said, “We should behave decently at all 
times. We might not survive even though we flee in a hurry, 
and we might not lose our lives even if we take it easy and 
proceed slowly. Deer are born and fostered in the mountains, 
but their lives are controlled by the chefs. Now my life is 
beyond my own control too. ” Yanzi really knew fate. Fate is 
such a thing that you must accept it even though you may 
never understand the right reason for it. Moreover, no 
opportunitist could ever understand it. So, as far as fate is 
concerned, you might never grasp it even though you are 
trying to approach it. On the other hand, you might not miss 
it even though you may have deviated from it. Realizing that, 
outstanding people will accept it calmly and act exactly 
according to the principles of morality and justice. 

Once Bai Gui asked Xiahou Qi, a childe of the state of 
Zou, “The integrity of the upright intellectuals, the ideals of 
the sovereigns of the four stales, Dai, Qin, Zheng and Wei, 
and the division of Jin among the three states, Han, Zhao and 
Wei, are all well known stories among the heroes of the 
world. Previously, when I was in Jin, 1 often heard people 
talking about the stories of Jin. Now I am living in the state 
of Zou, but after 1 have been here, 1 seldom hear the people 
of Zou mention the integrity of the upright intellectuals and 
the ideals of Dai, Qin, Zheng and Wei. Could you please tell 
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me something about that?” Xiahou Qi said, “Why would you 
condescend to ask a shallow and uneducated person like me?” 
Bai Gui said, “Please do not reject my question. ” Xiahou Qi 
said, “When the people thought they should do something, 
they would just take action, and no one could manage to stop 
them; when they thought they should not do something, the 
people would not take action, and no one could manipulate 
them. ” Bai Gui said, “Could they not be manipulated with 
self-interests? Could they not be stopped by force?” Xiahou 
Qi said, “How could they be encouraged by self-interests if 
they did not lay much stress on survival? How could they be 
stopped by force if they had no fear of death?” Bai Gui could 
not find one word to answer him. Xiahou Qi said good-bye to 
him and left. The way of manipulating sensible people is 
different from that of manipulating the unworthy. Rewards or 
punishments can be resorted to in manipulating the 
unworthy, but sensible people can only be manipulated 
according to the principles of morality and justice. Therefore, 
a sage sovereign will manipulate his subjects according to the 
principles of morality and justice and also dispense awards and 
punishments justly. Thus all people, whether they are 
sensible or unworthy, can be manipulated effectively. 



4. Things of One Kind Come Together 


Things of one kind can attract each other, odours of one 
kind can converge with each other, and sounds of one kind 
can respond to each other. Therefore, when Gong is played. 
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the corresponding tune of (iong can be heard. And when Jue 
is played, the corresponding tune of Jue can be heard too. 
Dragons bring about rain and shadows follow objects. The 
common people attribute good fortune and misfortune to fate. 
How could they know the real reason for them? So. if a 
country is in disorder, it will definitely incur aggression by 
other states. Disorder alone possibly will not lead to the 
perdition of a state. Nevertheless, it could hardly survive if 
aggression from other states is incurred. 

Military actions can only be taken if they are 
advantageous and in accordance with the principles of 
morality and justice. It is easy to conquer when military 
action is launched against a chaotic state; it is also 
advantageous for the attacking state if a chaotic state is 
conquered; it is in accordance with the principles of morality 
and justice to attack a chaotic state; the attacking state is 
honourable if the military action is in accordance with the 
principles of morality and justice. Even a mediocre sovereign 
will take action if it is both advantageous and honourable, let 
alone the more sensible and wiser ones. Therefore, 
aggression by other states cannot be stopped by ceding lands, 
presenting precious daggers or swords, expressing your 
wishes humbly or yielding to the enemy. The only way to 
stop aggression is to put the state in order. If the state is put 
in order, no one will attack it for the sake of benefits or fame. 
All military actions are taken either for the sake of gaining 
benefits or for obtaining fame. If neither of the two can be 
obtained, even the forceful and strong states will not 
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voluntarily launch attacks against other states. 

Military action has a long history. Yao launched a 
military action along the bank of the Dan River to conquer the 
Nan Man People; Shun defeated the Miao People and rectified 
their customs; Yu took military actions against Cao. Wei, Qu 
Ao and You Hu to popularize his moral education. All of 
those sovereigns before the time of the Three King Ancestors 
had taken military actions. Take military action against the 
chaotic states, but do not attack the well-organized ones. 
Nothing could be more risky than attacking a well-organized 
state; nothing could cause more damage to the common 
people of a chaotic state if you do not attack it. That is the so- 
called using various policies according to the levels of order of 
enemy states. Both civil policy and military strategy should be 
based on that. Using civil policy is a symbol of love. Taking 
military action reflects dislike. Showing love or dislike 
according to the principles of morality and justice and using 
civil policy or military action according to the fixed rules are 
the sages ’ ways of doing things. That resembles the 
alternation of heat and coldness, and suitable actions should 
be taken correspondingly according to the changes of the four 
seasons. Sages can not rearrange the sequence of the four 
seasons. However, they will take suitable action at the right 
time. Therefore, they are able to accomplish greater 
achievements. 

Shi Yinchi was sent on a diplomatic mission to the state 
of Song by the state of Chu. Sicheng Zihan held a banquet in 
his honour. Shi Yinchi realized that the wall of Zihan ’ s 
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southern neighbour protruded to Zihan's yard, but Zihan did 
not asked them to straighten it. So sewage from the western 
neighbour flowed across his yard, but he did not stop it. Shi 
Yinchi asked him for the reason. Zihan said, “My southern 
neighbours are shoe makers. I once asked them to move to 
another place, but the father told me, ‘We have made a living 
by making shoes for three generations already. If we move to 
another area, the people of Song who come here to ask us to 
make shoes for them will not find us here any more. 
Moreover, we will not have any money to buy food. We hope 
that the prime minister can be merciful with us and not let us 
starve. ’ For this reason, I did not force them to move away. 
As for my western neighbour, his yard is higher than mine. 
It is convenient for them if the sewage flows across my yard. 
Therefore, I would not stop it. ” When Shi Yinchi went back 
to Chu, the king of Chu was going to dispatch troops to 
attack the state of Song. Shi Yinchi remonstrated with him, 
“No, we should not attack Song. Their .sovereign is sensible 
and wise, and their prime minister is benevolent. Sensible 
people can win over the common people. The common people 
will serve a benevolent person wholeheartedly. If we attack 
Song, we might not win. We will be derided by the people of 
the world. ” Chu then gave up the plan for attacking Song and 
launched military action against Zheng instead. When 
Confucius heard this story, he said, “As for defeating the 
enemy a thousand li away simply by cultivating his virtue at 
the court hall, possibly only Zihan can do that!” The state of 
Song was surrounded by three big states with ten thousand 
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chariots each. During the time when Zihan was serving as 
prime minister, it had not been invaded even once, and the 
borders on all the four sides were safe. Zihan had assisted 
Duke Ping, Duke Yuan and Duke Jing and held his post till 
the end of his life. Possibly that was what accounted for his 
benevolence and frugality? Therefore, benevolence and 
frugality can lead to great success. Hence, in order to 
manifest the virtue of austerity, the court hall where the Son 
of Heaven handles government affairs is covered with a 
thatched roof, propped up with simple posts, and has only 
three earth steps. 

Zhao Jianzi planned to attack the state of Wei and sent 
Shi Mo there to investigate the conditions. Shi Mo was due to 
report to Jianzi in one month, but he did not come back until 
six months later. Zhao Jianzi asked him, “Why have you 
stayed there for such a long time?” Shi Mo said, “Don't you 
realize that sometimes we might get into trouble even though 
we were hoping to gain some advantages? In the state of Wei, 
Qu Boyu is serving as prime minister, Shi Qiu is serving as 
assistant of the sovereign, Confucius is their honoured guest, 
and Zigong is at the service of their sovereign. The sovereign 
of Wei trusts these people very much. It is said in Zhouyi, 
‘Huan qi qun, yuan ji (this sentence means that drawing a lot 
of sensible people is the beginning of good luck). ' Huan 
means virtue and sagacity. Qun means a lot. Yuan means the 
beginning of good luck. This sentence shows that among the 
assistants of the sovereign of Wei, many are sensible. " Zhao 
Jianzi then gave up his military plans. 
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People plan an action in advance because they are 
skeptical of the situation. However, when they are skeptical, 
they should make decisions according to the principle of 
righteousness. Then there will be no mistake in their 
designs. If their designs are mistake-free, they will 
consequently obtain benefits and gain fame. When sage 
sovereigns are taking actions, do they need to wait until they 
witness the falling of their banners or the death of their 
generals or marshals to judge whether they will win or lose? 
If they know the reason of things well, they can foresee 
whether their actions will result in success or failure, honour 
or shame. Therefore, sagacity and virtue were paid much 
attention to during the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties. 

S. On Smoothing Stagnancy 

The body of a human being has three hundred and sixty 
joints, nine apertures, five kinds of viscera and six entrails. 
The skin should be kept tender, the blood vessel should be 
kept unobstructed, the muscles and bones should be kept 
robust, the mind and will should be kept peaceable, and the 
vitality should be kept smooth. Thus there will be no pain or 
lethal disease. Pain and disease are caused by the stagnancy 
of the vitality. Hence, water will become turbid if it is 
stagnant, trees will have moths if they have stagnancy, and 
grasses will wither if they have stagnancy. Sometimes a state 
might also suffer from stagnancy. The stagnancy of a state 
refers to the fact that the virtues of the sovereign cannot be 
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popularized throughout the state, and the wishes of the 
common people cannot reach the central government. If this 
kind of stagnancy lasts for a long time, all kinds of evil will 
be brought about spontaneously, and all kinds of disasters 
will occur synchronously. It will lead to slaughter between 
the sovereign and the court officials. Therefore, sage 
sovereigns lay stress on the outstanding people and loyal 
court officials because they dare to remonstrate with them 
directly and also are capable of removing stagnancy. 

King Li of the Zhou Dynasty was very brutal to the 
common people. Therefore, people all over his kingdom 
condemned him. Duke Zhao talked about it with King Li and 
said, “The common people cannot put up with your edicts any 
more. ” King Li then sent the wizards of the state of Wei to 
monitor those who dared to condemn him, and after they 
were caught, they were killed immediately. No one dared to 
talk any more in the capital city. Acquaintances would only 
glance at each other when they met on the street. King Li 
was very happy and told Duke Zhao, “1 can eliminate the 
common people's complaint. ” Duke Zhao said, “No, you are 
only trying to block it instead of eliminating it. Blocking 
people's mouth is much worse than damming the flowing 
water. When the flowing water has been dammed, many 
people will be killed if there is a burst. Blocking public 
opinion is somewhat the same. Therefore, officials in charge 
of water-control would remove the silt to make the 
watercourse smooth. Officials in charge of governing the 
common people should encourage them to speak out their 
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opinions thoroughly and freely. Hence, the way the Son of 
Heaven handles government affairs is that he would let the 
dukes, ministers and intellectuals remonstrate with him 
directly, let the hardworking savants present their 
expostulatory songs, let the court musicians sing the 
expostulatory poems, let the ordinary people convey their 
opinions, let the beloved court officials speak out their 
thoughts openly, and let all relatives check and monitor his 
own conduct, and then he will weigh these opinions 
scrupulously. Therefore, no useful opinion will be 
overlooked, and the Son of Heaven himself will not make any 
mistake. Now you are blocking the mouths of the common 
people, so that you can commit mistakes out of your own free 
will. I am afraid that our kingdom is going to get into 
trouble.” King Li did not listen to him. As a result, his 
people exiled him to Zhi three years later. That was the 
disaster brought about by stagnancy. In every case of 
stagnancy, Yang is absent. A rat figure was sculpted on the 
cauldron of Zhou Dynasty, and there was also a horse figure 
trampling on top of it, because the rat figure represented the 
absence of Yang. If Yang is absent, that is a symbol of the 
perdition of the state. 

Once, Guan Zhong held a banquet in honour of Duke 
Huan of the state of Qi. Duke Huan was very happy and 
asked to light a candle to continue the drinking when it was 
getting dark. Guan Zhong said, “Augury showed that I could 
treat you a drink during the day. But I do not know whether 
or not we can continue it at night. I think you should leave 
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right now, ” Duke Huan was very unhappy and said, “You 
are getting older and older, Zhong Fu. There won’t be too 
many chances for the two of us to spend such a happy time 
together. Let’s continue at night as well. ” Guan Zhong said, 
“You are wrong. Anyone who is addicted to delicacies is short 
of virtue. Anyone who is addicted to pleasure is likely to have 
future problems. Anyone who does not work hard during the 
prime of life will miss the opportunities, and anyone who is 
lazy in his later years will lose his good reputation. Now it is 
the right time for me to work hard for your sake. How can 1 
be addicted to pleasure?” Guan Zhong really knew how to 
establish his morality. Corruptibility of morality can always 
he attributed to immoderate addiction to pleasure, but Guan 
Zhong became stricter with himself even when they were 
enjoying the banquet; degeneration of morality can always be 
attributed to the high status of powerful people, but Guan 
Zhong did not agree with his sovereign to continue the 
banquet. He expressed his opinions directly and acted 
according to the fixed rules. Even power and pleasure could 
not make him change his ways of doing things. By serving his 
sovereign that way, Guan Zhong had helped Duke Huan to 
establish one of the most powerful states. 

King Min of the state of Qi trusted Liejing Zigao very 
much and took his advice every time. Once Liejing Zigao wore 
a suit made of fine silk, a white hat made of silk and a pair of 
shoes with high heels and walked up and down outside the 
court hall at dawn. He asked his servant, “Am I looking 
elegant?” The servant said, “Yes, you are very handsome. ” 
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Liejing Zigao then went to the well to watch his shadow 
reflected in the water. Apparently, he saw the figure of an 
ugly man in the water. He groaned and said, “The servant 
was flattering me because the king always follows my advice. 
Needless to say, the flattery will be even worse for a person 
who is trusted by the sovereign of a bigger state with ten 
thousand chariots. If there is no mirror to reflect his true 
appearance, his state will be ruined and he himself will soon 
lose his life. Who can reflect your shortcomings? Possibly 
only sensible intellectuals can point out them for you! All 
people like viewing their own figures in the mirror but hate 
the sensible intellectuals pointing out their weak points. 
Nonetheless, the function of the mirror is small, but that of 
the sensible people is more magnificent. Whoever prefers the 
mirror to the sensible people is not wise enough to understand 
that. ” 

Zhao Jianzi said, “Zhao Jue loves me but Yin Duo does 
not. Zhao Jue would only argue with me privately; Yin Duo 
would do it in front of the crowd to embarrass me. ” Yin Duo 
replied, “Zhao Jue pays too much attention to whether or not 
you are losing face, but he does not care whether or not you 
commit mistakes. I pay much attention to whether you will 
commit any mistake or not, but do not care whether or not 
you will lose face. I have learned the skill of fortune-telling 
by examining the countenance of others from my teacher. It is 
said that honest-looking people with yellow faces can put up 
with embarrassment. If I did not correct your mistakes in 
front of others, I am afraid that you yourself would not 
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change your mind. ” That was the sagacity and wisdom of 
Jianzi. If the sovereign is sensible and wise, the expressions 
of the court officials are likely to be caustic. If Jianzi were not 
sensible and wise, Yin Duo would not reside in the state of 
Zhao, let alone serve as his intimate court official. 

6. On the Behaviour of a Sovereign 

Gentlemen behave differently compared with ordinary 
people. If the situation is not suitable and the right time has 
not come, they would demean themselves before their 
enemies in order to ensure survival. A sovereign is the one 
who takes control of the fate of the common people. 
Therefore, his responsibility is extremely heavy and 
important, so he should not do everything according to his 
own will. If an ordinary person acts this way, he will be 
condemned by people all over the state and will not be 
tolerated by the fellow men. 

Yao devolved the authority over the world onto Shun. At 
that time. Gun was appointed to be sovereign of a feudatory, 
and he was angry with Yao. He told him, “Whoever complies 
with the principle of Heaven should be enthroned to be Di or 
King, and whoever complies with the principle of Earth 
should be appointed to be one of the Three Dukes. Now I 
have complied with the principle of Earth, but you do not 
appoint me to be one of the Three Dukes. ” He longed for the 
position of a duke very much and considered that Yao acted 
against the fixed principle, so he irritated some brutal animals 



# 


967 



msai 

n^^^ZTmiii^mZVl^j}, ^^f^ScSS.rfn 

'll'. 

T ffl :t.. W iC i 5^ H h ifn :s T (fe o«^ > B! “ ffi lit :a; I, '6 K K. Bfl # 

t UK 4: ^ S . jft fli. i4 i* , Ife & «fe » 4^ * .* , * .-b i? ;p 

-f .ffl 4^-iS- 

JtirffciA4ajtva-51.4. 6.i® 

Jt T A-Tr Ji] ii-fr ?.it i-R■[» 

Ji .{i A .ft X ’ffil .& T •& A. < # ^ > t-at: “ ifc 4. ii ^ s: i , #■ jh'J' 


and prepared to stir up a rebellion. There were so many 
terrible monsters convened by Gun that if they joined their 
horns together, they could form a protective wall; if they 
held up their tails together, they would look like banners. 
When Shun sent for him, he did not come but continued to 
wander in the wild to stir up problems. Then, Shun killed 
him at Mount Yu and dissected his corpse with the knife 
produced in the state of Wu. Yu did not dare to hate Shun but 
.served as minister of public affairs of Shun’s regime to take 
charge of draining the floodwater. In order to satisfy Shun, 
he worked so hard that his face got dark because of sunburn, 
he could hardly walk steadily and his apertures were blocked. 

Previously, Zhou was very tyrannical. He killed Count 
Mei and made the corpse into meat pie, then killed Marquis 
Gui and made the corpse into dried meat. Then he invited 
sovereigns of all feudatories to taste them at the national 
ancestral temple. King Wen groaned and burst into tears 
because of his brutality. Zhou was afraid that he might rebel 
against him, so he planned to kill King Wen and ruin the state 
of Zhou. King Wen said, “How dare the son not treat his 
father with respect although the father himself is tyrannical? 
How dare the court officials not serve the sovereign 
wholeheartedly although the sovereign is tyrannical? How 
could I rebel against you?” So Zhou absolved him. People of 
the world heard this story and thought King Wen respected 
his superiors and took care of the inferiors. It is said in 
Shijing, “King Wen behaved himself scrupulously and served 
the god honestly, so he could be blessed with many good 
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fortunes. ” 

The troops of the state of Qi were attacking the state of 
Song. The king of Yan sent Zhang Kui to lead the troops of 
Yan to fight on the side of Qi. However, the king of Qi killed 
Zhang Kui. When the king of Yan heard about it, tears 
flowed down from his eyes. He called in the related officers 
and told them, “I was about to dispatch my troops to 
participate in military action, but the state of Qi killed my 
general. I am going to attack Qi to avenge him immediately. ” 
After the orders for military action against Qi were issued to 
the officers. Fan Yao called on the king of Yan to remonstrate 
with him. He said, “Previously, 1 have served you because 
you used to be a sensible and virtuous sovereign. Now you 
are no longer sensible and virtuous, so I am going to give up 
my position and leave. ” King Zhao of Yan asked, “Why did 
you say that?” Fan Yao replied, “During the war at Song 
Xia, our former sovereign was held captive, imprisoned by 
the enemy, and could not manage to stay with his court 
officials. You felt so sad about that that you offered to serve 
the state of Qi at that time because we were not strong 
enough to act against it. Now you are going to attack Qi 
because of the death of Zhang Kui. Therefore, you are paying 
more attention to the life of Zhang Kui than to that of our 
deceased sovereign. ” The king said, “I see. " “Please stop the 
military action,” said F'an Yao. The king of Yan asked him, 
“What should I do then?” Fan Yao suggested, “Please go into 
mourning and live in the suburbs. Then send an envoy to Qi 
to ask them to forgive our mistake, saying as follows; ‘1 am 
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the only one to blame for this mistake. Your Highness is both 
sensible and virtuous. Do you kill all envoys sent to you from 
all states? No, only the envoy of our state was killed because 
we had not chosen the right person for this mission. Please 
allow us to send another one to apologize for this offence. 
When the emissary arrived in Qi, the king of Qi was giving a 
magnificent banquet, and there were many officers, beloved 
ones and attendants participating in it. The king of Qi ordered 
the emissary to come up to report to him. The emissary said 
that the king of Yan was so worried that he sent him there to 
beg pardon from Qi. After the emissary finished his report, 
the king of Qi ordered him to repeat it all over again to show 
off Qi ’ 8 authority over other states in front of his officers, 
beloved ones and attendants. After that, the king of Qi sent a 
sub-officer to Yan to tell the king to go back to live in his 
palace. That’s why Qi was finally defeated by Yan near the Ji 
River, and the national strength of Qi has been severely 
weakened ever since then. Without Tian Dan, it could not 
reoccupy those seventy towns taken by Yan during the war. 
King Min acted so tyrannically and arrogantly because of the 
great might of Qi. That led to the destruction of his state. 
Based in Ji Mo, Tian Dan had made great contributions 
during the war. It is said in an old poem, “Strengthen it 
before you are going to destroy it? hold it up before you are 
going to smash it. ” Possibly it refers to the story of Qi? As 
for being strengthened and cannot be destroyed, and being 
held up and cannot be smashed, I am afraid that only people 
who have mastered Tao can manage to do that. 
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King Zhuang of the state of Chu sent Wen Wuwei on a 
diplomatic mission to the state of Qi. Wen Wuwei passed 
through the state of Song but did not ask for permission to do 
so in advance. On his way back, Hua Yuan told Duke Zhao of 
Song, “They did not ask for permission when they traversed 
our territory on their way there, nor did they do so on the 
way back. It shows that they look down upon us and consider 
our state as nothing but a border town of the state of Chu, 
Previously, when the king of Chu was hunting with you, he 
slashed your driver in Meng Zhu. Please allow me to kill 
him. ” Then Hua Yuan killed Wen Wuwei on the dike of Yang 
Liang. King Zhuang of Chu was sitting idly with his hands 
held inside his sleeves. When he heard this news, he shouted 
angrily, stood up and ran off immediately. His attendant 
could not put on his shoes for him until he reached the centre 
of the yard, could not put on his sword for him until he 
reached the gate of the palace of sleep, and could not make 
him get on the carriage until he reached the market at Pu 
Shu. He then stationed his troops in the suburbs. The troops 
of Chu surrounded Song for nine months. The people of Song 
badly lacked food, so they exchanged children with one 
another to feed themselves and broke their bones to build up 
the cooking fire. The sovereign of Song went into mourning, 
took white livestock as offering in his bare arms and went to 
the camps of Chu to report the tribulation of his state. He 
said, “If you could forgive our mistake, 1 would obey you. ” 
King Zhuang said, “ His words sounded so sincere and 
impressive. ” He issued an order to his troops to retreat forty 
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li and garrison at Lu Men, After a ceasefire agreement was 
made between the two states, the troops of Chu returned to 
their state. The sovereign plays the most important role in 
settling all big problems. The main problem of the sovereigns 
is that they normally pay too much attention to achievements 
but look down up>on others at the same time. Their actions 
would probably face an impasse if they looked down upon 
others. In this story. King Zhuang of Chu led his troops and 
people in person to avenge the undeserved death of one of his 
officers. Therefore, he could be regarded as not looking down 
upon others. When the sovereign of Song wore weeds and 
went to tell him of the tribulation of his state. King Zhuang 
of Chu told his troops to withdraw. Thus he could not get 
into trouble. He arranged a meeting for sovereigns of all 
states to participate in on the northern side of the Han River 
and held a ceremony at the ancestral temple to report his 
achievements to the deceased sovereigns after he returned to 
Chu. He could manage to do that possibly because he had 
acted according to the principle of righteousness? Might 
should not be the exclusive reason for achieving success, 

7. On Arrogance 

A sovereign who will be toppled and lose his state must 
be conceited if he considers himself wise and looks down upon 
other things. If he is conceited, he will be arrogant toward 
sensible intellectuals. If he considers himself wise, he will act 
arbitrarily. And if he looks down upon other things, he will 
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not be prepared. If he is not prepared, he will probably get 
into trouble; if he acts arbitrarily, he will endanger the 
throne; if he is arrogant towards sensible intellectuals, he 
will be cut off from reality. If he wants to avoid being cut off 
from reality, he must treat the intellectuals with respect; if 
he wants to avoid being dethroned, he must win over the 
support of the masses; if he wants to avoid getting into 
trouble, he must be well prepared. All sovereigns should 
adhere to these three most important rules. 

Duke Li of the state of Jin was leading a very luxurious 
and lascivious life. He also trusted the slanderers and wished 
to replace all the ministers of his regime with his beloved 
court officials. Xu Tong told him, “You should kill the three 
Qis first. The Qis are a big and powerful family, and they are 
also at odds with the regime. If you could depose them, the 
throne will no longer be threatened in any case. ” “I agree,” 
said Duke Li. He then sent Chang Yujiao to kill Qi Chou, Qi 
Qi and Qi Zhi at the court hall and then displayed their 
corpses in public. After that, Duke Li went to have fun at the 
place of Craftsman Li. He was kidnapped and jailed by Luan 
Shu and Zhongxing Yan there. No .sovereign of any other 
states came to rescue him, nor did anyone among the common 
people feel sorry for him. He was killed three months later. 
The problem of sovereigns is that they know they have the 
power of executing others, but do not know that they may get 
into trouble themselves if they execute the wrong people who 
do not deserve to die. What is the reason for this problem? It 
is because they are unwise. Unwise people cannot foresee the 
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development of a situation. As a result, every time they take 
action, it will lead to §elf'damage in return. 

Marquis Wu of the state of Wei could plan things very 
well. Once he rolled up his sleeves and shouted loudly at the 
court, “The strategies of all my high-ranking court officials 
are not as excellent as mine. ” He repeated it again and again 
within a short time. Li Kui walked quickly to him and said, 
“Previously, King Zhuang could plan things very well. Thus 
he accomplished great achievements. However, he looked 
very sad after he had finished handling the government affairs 
at the court. The close officials asked him, * You have 
accomplished great achievements. Why are you so sad after 
you have finished handling the government affairs at the 
court? Would you please tell us the reason?' King Zhuang 
said, ‘1 cherish one of Zhong Kui's opinions very much. He 
said, “Regarding the moral characters of sovereigns of all the 
states, whoever knows how to select the right mentor for 
himself is able to unify the world, whoever knows how to 
choose the right friends for himself is able to maintain his 
state, and whoever consorts with people who are not as good 
as himself will be toppled. ” Now that I am so unworthy, 
moreover, the strategies of all my court officials are not as 
excellent as mine. Possibly I am going to be toppled?'” Li 
Kui continued, “Look, an outstanding sovereign who is able 
to unify the whole world or at least establish one of the most 
powerful states should worry about that. Do you think it is 
right to boast about the power of your state?” “Very good,” 
said Marquis Wu. The problem of sovereigns is not self- 




s 

R 

«; 

le 

A 



[JI%] 

^HoriStg 

?Fai*AS.ASQ'B.#±H0f^„ Wi^Z:k^MZE'¥\fnm 


/+ 



982 


f<^«l 

i A ik fr!i ^ i. % it f rt-, T # tt tt la jit |I 4 • ii itt ^T-” A 

e., *t ^-#6 «4 ^ A 4^ it it, 46 ^ ^ J*'] A »<» it iit. ilt ^ 6^ i» A it # 

»ii|t«±WAT .ifc-i4t.*titAlil«. 

5^^ a i it A f! t* i. *i« «i± T - w ^Ji it i X B-A n, 


4 3: i i4 ife it: “ Jt i 4tt-S-T A, i 4L/f^.-I-0 A t it >!• T . Tfr 


it t 6 <t + it, ^ j Sl ^ A i!« . it PI it a 4(1 ;r if E^ i 

iif.: “ ^ is it ^ ^ it: “ iP ^ A i il-it A 4^-r £ . it ^ A A jtl it 

SIS A4^a;^.i|-T A-i^i7i;Ft&Jt 
A. # £ t it ^ ^ it-f iPi it. it PI A i «!. Jt ^'if E" S i it: “ ^ 


contempt but conceit. They will not take the advice of others 
if they are conceited. As a result, the fountain of his 
strategies will dry up. Li Kui was really skilful in 
remonstrating with his sovereign. Marquis Wu realized how 
to govern the state more effectively after listening to his 
advice. 

King Xuan of the state of Qi made a huge palace of more 
than one hundred mu which had a big hall with three hundred 
doors installed. It had not been finished after three years, 
although the state of Qi was big and wealthy. None of the 
court officials dared to remonstrate with him. Chun Ju said to 
King Xuan, “After the king of the state of Chu abandoned the 
tunes of the deceased sovereign, its music has become 
frivolous. Do you think that the state of Chu really has a sage 
sovereign?” “1 do not think so,” said King Xuan. Chun Ju 
said, “There are thousands of so-called sensible court officials 
in the state of Chu, but none of them dares to argue with 
their sovereign. Do you think that the state of Chu really has 
any sensible court officials?” “1 do not think so,” said King 
Xuan. Chun Ju said, “Now we are building a huge palace 
with a size of more than one hundred mu and an extremely big 
hall which has more than three hundred doors installed. And 
this construction has taken more than three years but has still 
not been finished yet even with the might of our state. 
However, none of the court officials dares to argue with you. 
Do you think that you really have any sensible court 
officials?” King Xuan said, “No, 1 do not think so. ” Chun Ju 
said, “1 am asking your permission to leave. ” And he walked 
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out quickly. King Xuan shouted after him, “Mr. ChunJ Mr. 
Chun, come back please. Why didn’t you stop me earlier? 1 
will stop the construction right now. ” Then he called in his 
secretary and told him, “Write it down this way: I am too 
unworthy and love to build huge palaces. Mr. Chun has 
stopped me from doing that. ” So one must think it over and 
over again before he starts to remonstrate with his sovereign. 
It is not that people who dare not argue with their sovereign 
do not wish to do that from the bottom of their hearts. The 
wish of Chun Ju was similar to that of the rest. Nonetheless, 
his way of persuading was different compared with that of the 
others. Without Chun Ju, King Xuan would be derided all 
over the world. From this point of view, almost all the 
sovereigns who are going to lose their states are similar to 
King Xuan, but their problem is that they do not have court 
officials like Chun Ju. Therefore, loyal officers should take 
the best opportunity to expostulate with their sovereigns 
scrupulously. That is a crucial rule. 

Zhao Jianzi drowned Luan Jiao in the Yellow River. He 
said, “I used to love beautiful women and music which 
provoke libido and Luan Jiao managed to provide them for 
me; I used to love luxurious palaces and Luan Jiao managed 
to provide them for me; 1 used to love swift horses and good 
carriages and Luan Jiao also managed to please me. 
However, I have longed for sensible intellectuals for six 
years, and Luan Jiao has not recommended one sensible 
person to me. So he has facilitated my mistakes and impeded 
my strong points. ” A person like jianzi knows how to 
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examine and monitor court officials exactly according to 
justifiable principles. As for sovereigns of this kind, you can 
take some benevolent actions with them but cannot manage to 
commit evil activities together with them, and you can do 
some righteous things with them but cannot commit wicked 
conducts together with them. That is the best institution of 
the moral education of the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties. 

8. On Examining Superficies 

When gauging the hearts of other people or observing the 
development of occurrences of the mundane world, you must 
examine scrupulously and thoroughly. The sky is high 
enough, but the movement of the sun, the moon, stars, 
clouds, rain and dew never stops; Earth is huge enough, but 
things such as water, springs, grasses, trees, birds, animals 
never cease to exist. All things living in the world between 
the sky and Earth should be concerned with pacifying each 
other and benefiting each other. However, uncountable 
things among them damage each other. From this point of 
view, both human beings and other things are somewhat the 
same. Things arc decided by thoughts. And thoughts are 
decided by wishes. As for people with unlimited wishes, their 
thoughts are also unlimited. As for people with unlimited 
thoughts, no one can manage to master their actions. The 
thoughts of human beings are hidden deeply, so they are just 
as immeasurable as an abysm. So, sages will examine the 
ideals of others by examining their conducts. The reason why 
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sages are more outstanding than ordinary people is that they 
can foresee the development of things. And in order to 
foresee the development of things, they must examine the 
signs and superficies of them first. Without examining the 
signs and superficies, even Yao and Shun were no more 
excellent than ordinary people in foreseeing the development 
of things. Even though it is easy to distinguish the characters 
of things and difficult to speculate on the thoughts of others, 
sages will miss nothing. But ordinary people cannot manage 
to reach that level. Therefore, they think that the sages make 
it by dint of the help of superhuman beings or flukes of 
nature. As a matter of fact, it should not be attributed to the 
help of superhuman beings or flukes, because it is natural for 
the sages to master things. Mou Chengzi and Wu Qi could 
almost reach that level. 

Hou Chengzi was .sent to the state of Wei on a diplomatic 
mission by the state of Lu. When he passed through the state 
of Wei, Gu Chen, one of the prime ministers of Wei, 
entertained him. During the fete, Gu Chen ordered music to 
be played, but the tune did not sound convivial at all. When 
the atmosphere of the gathering reached its zenith, Gu Chen 
presented a jade to Hou Chengzi, Hou Chengzi did not say 
good-bye to Gu Chen when he passed through Wei on his way 
back. His driver asked him, “Last time, when you passed 
through here, Gu Chen, the prime minister, entertained you 
and the atmosphere of the banquet was very good. Shouldn’t 
you pay a short visit to him to say good-bye now?” Hou 
Chengzi said, “He treated me in order to cheer me up. 
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However, the tune played during the rites was not convivial 
at all. He was telling me that he was worrying about 
something this way. And when the atmosphere of the 
gathering reached its zenith, he entrusted a jade to me. 
Reading from these signs, possibly the state of Wei will get 
into trouble?” When they were thirty li away from Wei, they 
heard that Ning Xi had stirred up a rebellion and killed the 
sovereign of Wei. And Gu Chen had died for the sake of his 
sovereign. They then turned round, and went back to Wei to 
fetch Gu Chen’s family. They wept three times and then 
headed for Lu. After they arrived in I.u, Hou Chengzi sent 
people to Wei to fetch Gu Chen’s wife and children. He then 
shared his house with them, used his own salary to support 
them, and returned the jade to Gu Chen’s son after he grew 
up. When Confucius heard this story, he said, "In terms of 
wisdom, you can plan with him implicitly. In terms of 
benevolence and virtue, you can entrust valuable things to 
him. Possibly only Hou Chengzi is qualified like that. ” Hou 
Chengzi’ s perspicacity in examining Gu Chen was both 
thorough and subtle. He discerned his will but overlooked his 
actions. He really knew how to speculate about others. 

While Wu Qi was taking charge of the county of Xi He. 
Wang Cuo spoke ill of him in front of Marquis Wu of the state 
of Wei. Marquis Wu sent someone to call Wu Qi back. When 
Wu Qi arrived at An Men, he stopped the carriage, got out 
and looked back toward the direction of Xi He with tears 
coming down from his eyes. The driver asked him, "I think I 
know you well. You could abandon the whole world as if it 
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was a pair of worn shoes. Now you are crying as you leave Xi 
He. Could you please tell me the reason?” Wu Qi wiped away 
the tears and said, “You do not know me at all. If His 
Majesty would trust me and let me do my best, I would 
definitely help him topple the regime of the state of Qin and 
unify the world by right of Xi He. However, he is listening 
to fabricated slanders and does not trust me any more. I am 
sure that Qin will annex the territory of Xi He soon and the 
state of Wei will be badly weakened from then on. ” Wu Qi 
left Wei for Chu and Qin occupied all the lands of Xi He as 
expected. The state of Wei became weaker and weaker. On 
the other hand, the state of Qin became more and more 
prosperous. Wu Qi cried because he foresaw this result. 

During ancient times, people who were good at 
examining the quality of horses had used various ways: Han 
Feng examined by watching the teeth, Ma Zhao examined by 
watching the cheeks, Zi Nuli examined by watching the eyes, 
Wei Ji examined by watching the hair, Xu Bi examined by 
watching the bottoms, Tou Fabe examined by watching the 
ribs, Guan Qing examined by watching the lips, Chen Bei 
examined by watching the legs, Qin Ya examined by watching 
the fronts, and Zan Jun examined by watching the backs. 
These ten persons were the most talented appreciators of 
horses in the world. Although they examined horses with 
various methods, they could tell the heights of their joints, 
their celerity, strength and capability by examining only one 
of the main characters of the animal. Not only the horses, 
but also human beings, things and even the states all have 
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some signs and superficies. The sages can deduce both the 
events which happened one thousand years ago and those that 
will happen one thousand years later. They know that not 
simply by guessing but by well-founded reasons. This also 
accounts for the origin of divination. 
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Discussion on the Beginning of the Spring Season 


1. The Beginning of the Spring Season 

The dormant insects and animals come back to life again 
after the first thunder of the spring season. The proper rain 
comes on time and buds of all plants start to germinate 
correspondingly. When a moderate diet is kept and the 
residence is maintained comfortable, all the nine apertures, 
one hundred joints and one thousand blood vessels can remain 
smooth. As for a sovereign in charge of governing the world, 
if he cultivates his virtue and does all kinds of benevolent 
things, both the phoenix and sensible people will be attracted 
to him spontaneously. Count He of the state of Gong 
cultivated his mind diligently, laid stress on the sensible 
intellectuals and benevolent people, so people all over the 
world submitted to his authority. After the tumult at the time 
of King Li, the Son of Heaven was dethroned, and as a 
result, sovereigns of all feudatories of the world started to 
support the regime of Count He of Gong. All these facts 
indicate that things are interrelated and can also respond to 
each other. Thus, it is said that any action will lead to its 
corresponding result. For people who are skilful in 
persuading others, it is also the same. After they have 
explained the situation thoroughly, whether it will lead to 
success or failure, advantage or disadvantage can become 
certain. Do they express their arguments for any single 
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person at random? 

After the death of King Hui of the state of Wei» the date 
for the funeral ceremony was drawing near. And there 
happened to be a heavy snowfall and the snow that 
accumulated on the ground could almost reach the eyes of a 
cow. Many court officials expostulated with the crown prince 
and said, “Since it is snowing so heavily now, please 
rearrange the funeral ceremony on another day. Otherwise, if 
we stick to the former schedule, the common people will feel 
extremely tired and we can hardly bear the cost of the 
funeral.” The crown prince said, “ As a son, it is not 
righteous to delay the funeral ceremony of my father because 
of the tiredness of the common people and the deficiency of 
expenses of the state. Please do not mention it again. ” None 
of the court officials dared to disagree with him again, so they 
referred it to Xi Shou. Xi Shou said, “I could not do anything 
to stop him either. Possibly Mr. Hui is the only person who 
can stop him from doing that. 1 would speak about it with 
Mr. Hui.” Mr. Hui said, “Fine. I will do that.” He then 
took the cart to see the crown prince, and asked him, “Isn’t 
the date for the funeral ceremony drawing near?” The crown 
prince said, “Yes, it is. ” Mr. Hui said, “Previously, King Ji 
Li was buried at the foot of Mountain Wo. Water leaking 
down from the mountain socked the tomb and as a result, the 
front part of the coffin was uncovered. King Wen said, 
‘Look! Our former king must have wished to take a look at 
his court officials and people again, so he let the water 
uncover the front part of his coffin. ’ He then had the coffin 
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dug out, put veils all around it and held court on the spot, so 
that all the common people could come to say good-bye to 
him. And he was buried again three days later. That was the 
righteousness of King Wen. And now the day for the funeral 
ceremony is coming soon. However, it is snowing heavily, 
and the snow accumulated on the ground has almost reached 
the eyes of a cow. It is very difficult to walk on the road. If 
you insist on holding the funeral ceremony according to the 
schedule, I am afraid that our people might think that you are 
doing it in a big hurry on purpose. Please rearrange it on 
another day. Our deceased king must want to stay for a while 
to appease his state and people, so he has let it snow that 
heavily. Therefore, please rearrange it on another day, and 
that is in accordance with the righteousness of King Wen as 
well. If you would insist on holding it according to the 
schedule, I am afraid that you might be ashamed of following 
in the footstep of King Wen?” The crown prince said, “How 
great your opinion is! I will act under your order to rearrange 
the funeral ceremony on another day. ” Huizi had not only 
persuaded the crown prince to take his advice, but also led 
him to pay attention to the righteousness of King Wen by not 
holding the funeral ceremony of the deceased king in a big 
hurry. Weren't paying attention to the righteousness of King 
Wen and clarifying that to people all over the world a great 
success? 

The state of Han was going to build a wall for the new 
capital and planned to finish it within fifteen days. Duan Qiao 
was the minister of public affairs. One county had delayed for 
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two days. Duan Qiao arrested the chief official in charge of 
the construction task of that county. The son of that official 
ran to notify this to Zigao, the chief official in charge of 
agriculture, and he told Zigao, “You are the only one who 
could save the life of my father. The life of my father is 
dependent upon you, sir. ” Zigao said, “Fine. I will do that 
for you. ” He then went to see Duan Qiao. Zigao climbed to 
the new circumvallation himself. He looked around and said, 
“This circumvallation is really a wonderful work! It is a great 
contribution of you. I am sure that you are going to be 
presented with extremely generous awards because of it. 
Moreover, I have never heard that there has been such 
precedent in history as accomplishing such a great 
achievement without killing one person.” After Zigao left, 
Duan Qiao asked someone to untie the official secretly at night 
and set him free. Therefore, Zigao was so skilful that he 
could manage to express his will but not let his partner feel 
that he was being persuaded. Duan Qiao took his advice 
secretly and did not let others know that he had listened to 
Zigao. The skill of persuasion can be so subtle. Zigao was 
really good at persuading others. 

Yang Shehu, the younger brother of Shu Xiang, was a 
good friend of Luan Ying. Luan Ying committed a crime in 
the state of Jin and Yang Shehu was executed by the state of 
Jin as well. Shu Xiang was embroiled in it. He was sentenced 
to serve as a servant of the government and was fettered with 
shackles. Qi Xi said, “I have heard that it is against the 
principle of righteousness if one does not expostulate with the 
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sovereign when he is going to appoint a position to a base 
person; it is against the principle of benevolence if one does 
not rescue an honourable gentleman when he is getting into 
trouble. ” He then called on Fan Xuanzi to persuade him and 
said. “I have heard that a sovereign who is good at governing 
his state will not confer overly generous awards on his 
people, nor will he punish them inconsiderately. Conferring 
overly generous awards might benefit the wicked ones, and 
executing punishments inconsiderately might hurt the 
gentlemen. If there was a mistake in dispensing awards or 
punishments, you’d better benefit the wicked ones with 
overly generous awards rather than punish the gentlemen 
with overly strict penalties. Therefore, Yao sentenced Gun to 
death but used Yu. And the regime of the Zhou Dynasty 
killed Uncle Guan and Uncle Cai but appointed Duke Zhou as 
prime minister. AH these examples indicate that punishments 
should not be used inconsiderately. ” Fan Xuanzi then told the 
official in charge of justice to set Shu Xiang free. In order to 
help people who have been getting into trouble, you might 
face some threats, make nothing of hardships and be ready to 
experience humiliation. Nonetheless, you might not be able 
to extricate them from disasters sometimes. However, Qi Xi 
extricated Shu Xiang from disaster by commenting on the 
benevolent policies of the ancient kings. From this point of 
view, how should we stop pursuing knowledge? This can be 
applied to various cases. 
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2 . On Discerning Sensible People 

Suppose there was an excellent doctor who could heal 
nine out of ten peoples tens of thousands of people would 
come to him for treatment. Hence, accomplishing great 
achievements and gaining a high reputation with the help of 
the sensible people is somewhat the same with curing the 
sickness of the patients with the help of the excellent doctor. 
Nonetheless, the sovereigns do not know that they should 
exert themselves to look for sensible people. Isn * X that 
wrong? For example, an outstanding chess player with 
excellent talent can definitely win without spending much 
time and energy enhancing his prowess and strength, 
grasping opportunity and forecasting the result with the help 
of divination or prayer. Accomplishing great achievements 
and obtaining a high reputation are somewhat the same. The 
decisive factor is to win over the sensible people. Marquis 
Wen of the state of Wei acknowledged Bu Zixia as his 
mentor, made friends with Tian Zifang and treated Duangan 
Mu with respect, so his state was put in order, and he 
himself led a very peaceful and comfortable life. Is it really 
necessary for the sage sovereigns of the world to bother 
themselves to handle government affairs arduously in person? 
Grasping the essentials, they can do it easily. As a result, 
frost, snow, rain and dew will descend properly, a myriad of 
things will grow well, the common people will live in 
harmony with each other, and diseases, apparitions and other 
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abnormal phenomena will not occur. So» when people talk 
about the appearance of Yaot it is always said that his 
clothing hang down naturally. That indicates that he had few 
government affairs to deal with. 

While Mi Zijian was governing Chan Fu, he had been 
sitting in the hall playing the qin, but Chan Fu was put in 
order. However, at the time when Wu Maqi was governing 
Chan Fu, he worked very hard day and night to handle all 
kinds of government affairs in person. And under his 
supervision, Chan Fu was also put in good order. Wu Maqi 
asked Mi Zijian for the reason. Mi Zijian said, “I use the 
talented people while you use your strength. Using your own 
strength, you become tired. Using talented people, I can lead 
a peaceful and comfortable life. ” Mi Zijian could be regarded 
as an honourable gentleman. He taking the right measure to 
govern the area under his supervision, his arms and legs could 
enjoy comfort, his ears and eyes were not disturbed, his heart 
could remain even-tempered, and all of his inferiors 
performed their duties assiduously and orderly. Wu Maqi was 
not the same. He damaged his life, consumed his vital energy 
and bothered himself to take actions and issue numerous 
edicts in person. He did not reach the highest state even 
though he had put Chan Fu in order. 

3. On Longing for Sensible People 

For people who catch cicadas with light, the only thing 
they should do is to make the light as bright as possible and 
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shake the tree forcefully. If the light is not bright, it is of no 
use to shake the tree. Nevertheless, whether the light is 
bright enough or not cannot be decided by the light 
exclusively, it also lies in the contrast with the darkness of 
the surroundings. At the present time, we are experiencing 
the darkest time. If anyone among all the sovereigns knows 
how to improve and manifest his virtue, intellectuals all 
across the world will come to submit to his authority like 
cicadas hurrying to the bright light. The safety of a state 
cannot be secured for no good reason, and the high reputation 
of a sovereign cannot be obtained for no good reason either. It 
depends on whether or not he can win over the sensible 
intellectuals. 

Zhao Jianzi was sitting idly during the day. He groaned 
with deep feeling and said, “ How strange it is! I have 
planned to attack the state of Wei for ten years, but still have 
not had the chance to take action. ” His attendant said, “For a 
prosperous and formidable state such as Zhao to attack a 
small state like Wei, if you do not really want to attack it, 
you can just give it up. If you really want to take military 
action against it, please do it right now. ” Jianzi said, “It is 
not as easy as you said. There are ten sensible people from 
the state of Wei serving at my government now. I do want to 
attack Wei, but these ten people all insist that it is 
unrighteous to do so. If I insist on attacking it, it will act 
against the principle of righteousness. ” The state of Wei sent 
ten people to Zhao, and they managed to stop the troops of 
Zhao from taking military action against their homeland till 
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the end of Zhao Jianzi’s life. The state of Wei really knew 
how to use people correctly. It sent out ten intellectuals to 
Zhao to persuade the sovereign there, and the safety of their 
own state was guaranteed this way. And Jianzi was really a 
permeable person, because he listened to the opinions of these 
ten intellectuals. Thus he avoided the notoriety of overriding 
the small and weak states. 

Once, when Marquis Wen of the state of Wei passed by 
the lane where Duangan Mu lived, he put his hand on the 
horizontal front bar of the carriage to show respect to him. 
His driver asked him, “Why are you doing that?'* Marquis 
Wen of Wei said, “Isn’t that the lane where Duangan Mu 
lives? Duangan Mu is a sensible person. How dare I not show 
respect to him then? Moreover, I have heard that Duangan 
Mu would not trade his integrity for my throne. How dare 1 
treat him with arrogance? Duangan Mu is honourable because 
of virtues and I am honourable because of the territory under 
my supervision. He is rich in morality and justice and I am 
rich in treasures. ” The driver said, “I see. Why not appoint 
him to be our prime minister then?" So Marquis Wen invited 
Duangan Mu to take the position of prime minister but was 
rejected by him. Marquis Wen conferred on him a very 
generous salary and often went to his place to visit him. As a 
result, people all over the state were happy about it and 
praised the fact with each other, “Our sovereign attaches 
importance to probity, so Duangan Mu is respected; and our 
sovereign attaches importance to loyalty, so Duangan Mu is 
honoured.” Shortly after that, the state of Qin planned to 
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attack Wei. Sima Tang persuaded the sovereign of Qin to give 
up the idea. He said, “Duangan Mu is a sensible person and 
the state of Wei treats him very courteously. Everyone in the 
world knows that. Possibly we should not take military action 
against the state of Wei?” The sovereign of Qin agreed with 
him. He did not dispatch his troops and dared not attack Wei 
any more. Marquis Wen of Wei really knew tactics. I have 
heard that when the honourable gentlemen are resorting to 
arms, they can get victory even though no one knows the 
whereabouts of their troops. Possibly it refers to this case. 
However, when the shallow and uneducated people are taking 
military action, they will hit (he war drums loudly like 
thunder, their shouting will make the ground tremble, the 
dust stirred by them will fly upwards and cover the sky, and 
the flying arrows will fall like raindrops. Moreover, their 
troops will rush to cross entrails and blood to transport the 
wounded and dead, and corpses of uncountable innocent 
people will be seen everywhere. Nonetheless, they still do 
not know for sure whether their state will continue to exist or 
be ruined, and whether their sovereign will survive or die. 
That way of doing things deviates from the principles of 
benevolence and righteousness. 

4. On Examining One’s Behaviour 

Life should be the purpose and the world should be the 
means of realizing it. Having understood this, we would 
know which is important and which is insignificant. Suppose 
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that someone would cut off his own head to replace the hat 
and dissect his own body to put on another suit, he would 
definitely be derided by people of the world. Why? Because 
the hat is worn to decorate the head and the suit is dressed to 
decorate the body. If one would cut off his head or dismember 
his body to pursue the decorations, he could not know what 
his purpose is. The way the common people rushing about to 
seek interests is somewhat like that. They would damage 
their health and lives and not hesitate to cut off their heads 
and necks for the sake of wealth and interests. They really do 
not know what they want either. 

The Di People attacked Dan Fu, the Senior King, while 
he was living in Bin. He tried to bribe his enemies with furs 
and silk, but the Di People did not accept it. He then tried 
with jade and pearls, but the Di People refused to withdraw 
their troops. The only thing they wanted was territory. 
Senior King Dan Fu told his people, “Getting along with 
one’s elder brother will lead to the death of the younger 
brother? getting along with one’s father will lead to the death 
of his son. I could not bear that. All you people, please feel 
settled here. Is there any difference between following me and 
following the Di People? And I have learned that territory is 
the means used to support the people living on it. Therefore, 

I should not endanger the lives of you people by keeping the 
territory. ’’ Walking with his stock, he left. However, the 
common people followed him constantly and they finally built 
up another kingdom at the foot of Qi Mountain. Senior King 
Dan Fu really knew how to attach importance to life. A 
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person who attaches importance to life would not hurt his life 
because of overindulging even though he is powerful and 
wealthy, nor would he trouble himself to rush about for the 
sake of self-interests even though he is indigent. However, 
people of the contemporary mundane world will not abandon 
their ranks, positions or salaries they inherited from their 
forerunners. Nonetheless, life we inherited from our 
ancestors has a much longer history than that, but people 
would give it up easily. Isn ’ t it muddle-headed to act this 
way? 

The state of Wei and the state of Han fought each other 
for the land they had occupied cooperatively. Viscount Huazi 
called on Marquis Zhaoli of Han and found that the marquis 
looked very unhappy. Viscount Huazi said, “Suppose that 
people all over the world would write an inscription in front of 
you as follows: ‘If you seize this inscription with the right 
hand, the right hand would be cut off. If you seize this 
inscription with the left hand, the left hand would be cut off. 
However, whoever seizes it will definitely occupy the whole 
world’, would you seize it or not?” Marquis Zhaoli said, “I 
would not seize it.” Viscount Huazi said, “Great! Look, 
from this point of view, your hands are much more important 
than the whole world and your body is much more important 
than the hands. Nonetheless, the state of Han is much less 
important than the world. And what you are longing for now 
is still much less important than Han. You would rather not 
occupy the whole world at the cost of your hands, so why 
would you trouble yourself and damage your health to worry 



s 

» 

9f 

m 


^PfeK.ScTfe^a^ 

■.‘‘0tEfLmz±,^L'^¥nmzr >^i^?’'m 



tut. 

«*-itii'^ita.i£^;f itiA-w M 

s 7 ;ift A«-14«i4 

l| 67:■#•A«^..ii'^«.4■««i. ±i'IXLt-Ht-&ii^/^}t.t-ittifJ.'' 




ISttJ 

sa— 

r. 7 ^ fib ^. W. T A. 7 ^ ^# r-. 7^ r-T ftb %. !4 r. A. ^ r. = 

4fc 4-1 ill: --fc. 4t - >^ A 4 ?I 7-7^ A*, f , A T it ^ ^ A a rfb «& 


about not being able to keep that occupied land? I do not 
tbink that it is good for you to do so. ” Marquis Zhaoli said, 
“Great! So many people have tried to persuade me but I have 
never heard anything as good as what you said. ” Viscount 
Huazi really knew how to weigh the importance of things. 
Therefore, his opinions would never be wrong. 

Childe Mou of Zhong Shan told Zhanzi, “Even though I 
live reclusively, 1 always think of being of use to the 
government in the meantime. What do you think I should do 
then?” Zhanzi said, “Attach importance to life. Then you will 
not pay any attention to fame or self-interests. ” Childe Mou 
of Zhong Shan said, “Even though I know this, I could not 
restrain my wishes.” Zhanzi said, “Then just do whatever 
you want to do if you cannot manage to restrain yourself. 
Thus you will not hurt your spirit. If you want to restrain 
yourself by force, that will cause double injury to you. No 
one can enjoy a long lifespan if he is doubly-injured. ” 



5. On Benevolence to Congeners 

Being kind to non-human species but not being kind to 
human beings cannot be regarded as benevolence; not being 
kind to the inhomogeneous species but being kind to human 
beings can be regarded as benevolence. The so-called 
benevolence means being kind to the congeners. Therefore, a 
benevolent person would do anything to benefit the common 
people. It is said in one of Shen Nong's decrees,“If one adult 
man has not grown crops for one year, some people of the 
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world will suffer from starvation because of that; if one adult 
woman has not woven hemp for one year, some people of the 
world would suffer from coldness because of that. ” 
Therefore, in order to manifest his intention of providing 
benefits to the common people, Shen Nong farmed in person 
and his wife wove hemp too. Sensible people all over the 
world go to the trouble of travelling long distances to the 
court of their sovereign with the intention of providing 
benefits to the common people instead of taking advantage for 
themselves. Among all sovereigns, if there is someone who is 
concerned with benefiting the common people, people all over 
the world will submit to his authority. When unifying the 
world, it is not always necessary to resort to armed forces, 
sharp weapons or well-trained robust warriors. Nor is it 
always necessary to ruin the cities or kill soldiers and innocent 
people of the enemy state. During ancient times, many people 
had unified the world, and the concrete actions they took 
were different. Nonetheless, they all had exerted themselves 
for the same main purpose—to shoulder the disasters of their 
states themselves and take good care of the interests of their 
people and get rid of their troubles. 

In order to attack the state of Song, Gongshu Ban had 
built a huge scaling ladder for the state of Chu. When Mozi 
heard it, he took off from the state of Lu and headed for Chu. 
He tore his clothing to wrap up the feet and walked day and 
night in a hurry until he finally arrived at Ying, the capital 
city of Chu, ten days later. He called on the king of Chu and 
said, “1 am a shallow and uneducated person from the north. 
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I heard that Your Majesty is going to attack the state of 
Song. Is it true?” The king of Chu said, “Yes, it is true. ” 
Mozi asked, “ Would you attack it because you could 
definitely occupy it? Or would you still insist on attacking it 
even if you would definitely lose and also get a notorious 
reputation of unrighteousness?” The king said, “If I was sure 
that I would not win and also get a notorious reputation of 
unrighteousness, why would I attack it then?” Mozi said, 
“Very great! I think that you could definitely not occupy the 
state of Song.” The king said, “(iongshu Ban is the most 
talented carpenter in the world. He has already built up some 
apparatus for the military action against Song. ” Mozi said, 
“Well, 1 propose a contest. Please ask Gongshu Ban to act as 
the invader and I will play the defender. ” So, Gongshu Ban 
deployed his apparatus used for attacking and Mozi deployed 
his apparatus used for defending. Gongshu Ban tried many 
times, but Mozi defeated him every time. He could not 
manage to break into the city, so the state of Chu gave up the 
plan for attacking Song. Using wise tactics, Mozi could stop 
the military action of Chu and avoid a disaster for the state of 
Song. That is a well-known story. 

Both the sage sovereigns and the sagacious intellectuals 
aim at providing benefits for the common people. During 
ancient times, before Long Men Mountain and Lu Liang 
Mountain were excavated, the Yellow River flowing through 
Meng Men Mountain would cause severe flooding. As a 
result, everywhere, hills, fertile fields, plains or lofty 
mountains, were inundated. People referred to that as the 
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Fierce Flood. Yu dredged the Yellow River and the Yangtze 
River, built up an embankment around the Peng Li Lake, 
drained off the floodwater in the east and saved more than one 
thousand eight hundred states. That was the great 
achievements of Yu. No one had troubled himself so badly to 
work for the .sake of the common people as Yu had. 

Kuang Zhang asked Huizi, “You have expressed your 
opinion on giving up powerful positions, but you are 
regarding the king of the state of Qi as a King. Why are you 
so self-contradictory?” Huizi said, “Suppose that one would 
beat the head of his beloved son and the head of his son could 
be replaced with a stone.” Kuang Zhang said, “If it were 
you, would you replace the head of your son with the stone or 
not?” Huizi said, “Of course I would replace it with a stone. 
The head of my beloved son is very important, but a stone is 
insignificant. If 1 can hit the insignificant thing to avoid 
damaging an important thing, shouldn't I do that?” Kuang 
Zhang asked again, “Why has the king of Qi taken military 
actions against other states endlessly?” Huizi said, “Well, in 
a broad sense, he might unify the whole world by doing so; in 
a narrow sense, he can at least establish one of the most 
powerful states. Now if we honour the king of Qi to be the 
King, we can manage to prevent the common people from 
dying and let them enjoy a longer life. That is replacing the 
head of the beloved son with a stone. Why shouldn't we do 
so? ”As for the common people, they will long for fire when 
it is cold, for ice when it is hot, for moisture when it is dry 
and for dryness when it is damp. As for coldness, warmth. 
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wetness and dryness, these factors are opposite to each 
other, but they can all provide benefits for the people. Is 
there only one way to benefit the people? You can take any 
measure as long as it is appropriate to the actual situation. 

6. The Importance of Celerity 

The importance of strength lies in the fact that it can be 
used spontaneously. The importance of wisdom lies in the 
fact that it can evaluate a situation and make a decision 
quickly. To obtain the same thing, the one who can make it 
faster should be more excellent. To defeat the same 
antagonist, the one who needs more time would be inferior. 
Qi Ji is cherished since it can cover one thousand li in one 
day; if it takes ten days to reach the destination, it could not 
differentiate itself from low-grade horses. Sharp arrows are 
cherished because they can reach the targets immediately; if it 
takes a day for them to reach the targets, it would not make 
any difference compared with missing the targets. 

Wu Qi told the king of the state of Chu,“The state of 
Chu is superabundant in land but short of people. Now you 
are enriching what is superabundant, the territory, at the 
cost of what is deficient, the people. I cannot do that. ” The 
king then ordered the resettlement of the wealthy and 
powerful people to reclaim the barren areas. These people 
lived under very hard circumstances and were not happy with 
it. After the king of Chu died, they all went back to the 
capital. At that time, the corpse of the king was still 



C9 S 



1029 




.{^PfSArin^WH:“^EgL£o”^e?E^, KM 

I4-S1 

Ji-A « tH-J ft i I] 4: A. a\ ^ *1 i ;> A. tR-- tt i4 li i W r ^^^. »}■ A 

;«-ft*J!R t a . 

4^rft7$i'^o •'>-fiH*i4fi]-#-a.-4>-^'I'#{bi4J'Jta, ^A,aA#^i 

A ^ #t T A a A ^ ^ A. ^*1-^ •'^-f'J« 6 ip ^ il ® , ft A ip 

^mT9fa#(trtTA■^f^ 

4i}, 


displayed in the court hall. These wealthy and powerful 
people together shot at Wu Qi, Wu Qi cried loudly* “I will 
show you people my tactics. ” He pulled out the arrows from 
his body* ran to the court hall* bent over the corpse of the 
dead king, stabbed the arrows into it and shouted loudly at 
the same rime,“The court officials have stirred up a rebellion 
and shot the corpse of the deceased king. ” After that, Wu Qi 
died. However* according to the law of the state of Chu* 
people who had touched the body of the sovereign with their 
weapons would be sentenced to death* and all the close 
relatives of their clans would become involved as well. Wu Qi 
was wise enough to react as swiftly as possible. 

After Duke Xiang of the state of Qi came into power, he 
disliked Gongsun Wuzhi and took back his salary. Wuzhi was 
very unhappy* so he killed Duke Xiang. Childe Jiu escaped to 
the state of Lu. Childe Xiao Bai also escaped to the state of 
Ju. Shortly after that, the people of Qi killed Wuzhi and the 
state did not have a sovereign any more. The two Childes* Jiu 
and Xiao Bai, both planned to return to Qi. They both 
entered the state of Qi and vied with each other to arrive at 
the palace first to take over the regime. Guan Zhong shot at 
Childe Xiao Bai and hit the button of his belt. Baoshu was 
driving the cart for Xiao Bai and he hinted to him to 
immediately lie down facing upward and pretend to be dead. 
Guanzi thought that he was really dead and told Childe Jiu* 
“Take it easy. Xiao Bai has already gone. ” Baoshu then took 
the chance to drive at the highest speed* and they reached the 
palace first. As a result, Childe Xiao Bai was enthroned as 
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the sovereign. Baoshu was wise enough to react to the head- 
on arrow launched by Guan Zhong immediately and by asking 
Xiao Bai to lie down facing upward to pretend to be dead. His 
wisdom was as swift as the sharp arrow. 

Lord Wu of the state of Zhou sent an assassin to the 
Eastern Zhou to attack Ling Kui there. Ling Kui lay down 
and faced upward to pretend to be dead, and also told his son 
to cry and shout loudly, “Who has assassinated my father?” 
The assassin believed that Ling Kui was dead after he heard 
the cry. However, Lord Wu of the state of Zhou did not 
think he was honest, so he punished him severely. 

The state of Zhao attacked the state of Zhong Shan. 
There was a robust warrior in Zhong Shan called Wu Qiuyu. 
He wore an iron corselet and fought with his iron stock. He 
could sweep away all obstacles and break all enemy 
resistance. He would lift up the enemy chariots and then 
throw them against the other chariots and lift the enemy 
soldiers and then throw them against the other soldiers. He 
almost reached the headquarters of the chief general of Zhao, 
but he was killed finally. 
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Discussion on Being Cautious with One’s Behaviour 

1. On Being Cautious with One’s Behaviour 

One must take his behaviour into serious consideration. 
If one does not take his behaviour into serious consideration* 
the situation will be like a flood pouring into the bottom of a 
deep valley and it will become too late to repent. When the 
gentlemen are planning to do something, they will take the 
principles of morality and justice into consideration. When 
the petty men are planning to do something, they will take 
self-interests and advantage into consideration. Nonetheless, 
the result will not be advantageous at all. If there is someone 
who knows that not seeking interests or taking advantages 
can result in interests and advantages, you can discuss the 
principles of morality and justice with him. 

King Ping of the state of Chu used to have a court official 
named Fei Wuji who was very jealous of Jian, the crown 
prince. So he planned to get rid of him. King Ping arranged 
for Prince Jian to get married to a very beautiful woman from 
the state of Qin. Fei Wuji abetted King Ping to deflower the 
princess himself. After King Ping deflowered this woman by 
force, he estranged the crown prince. Fei Wuji then 
persuaded King Ping again,“The state of Jin has become one 
of the most powerful states among all feudatories because it is 
adjacent to the other states located at the central part of 
China. However, compared with Jin, the state of Chu is 
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located in a remote area, so we cannot manage to contend for 
hegemony with them. I think that we’d better enlarge Cheng 
Fu and then send the crown prince there to consort the 
northern states. Besides, you can subjugate the states in the 
south yourself. Thus we can manage to unify the world. ” 
King Ping was very satisfied with this idea and then he sent 
the crown prince to defend Cheng Fu. After one year, Fei 
Wuji spoke ill of him in front of King Ping again, “Prince Jian 
and Lianyin Wu She are going to rebel based in Fang Cheng. ” 
King Ping said, “I have already appointed him to be crown 
prince. What else does he want then?” Fei Wuji said, “He 
hates you very much because you took his wife. He considers 
himself to be the owner of an independent small state just like 
the state of Song. Moreover, he has won over the support of 
Qi and Jin. So, he is going to threaten our state because of 
these conditions. ” King Ping trusted the words of P'ei Wuji. 
He sent someone to take Lianyin Wu She into custody. Prince 
jian escaped to another state. The people of Chu loved Qi 
Wan, the left minister, very much, but Fei Wuji wanted to 
kill him too. He told Zichang, the prime minister, “Qi Wan 
wants to treat you for a drink at his place. “ He then told Qi 
Wan, “The prime minister wants to have a drink with you at 
your place. ” Qi Wan said, “I am an inferior and beneath the 
notice of the prime minister. Nevertheless, if he insists on 
condescending to have a drink here, how should 1 treat him 
then?” Fei Wuji said, “Well, our prime minister loves 
weapons and armatures. You can display them in front of the 
gate. When he arrives here, he would definitely appreciate 
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them. And then you can give them to him as a gift. ” On the 
day the banquet was held, Qi Wan displayed weapons and 
armatures along both sides of the gate and covered them with 
a curtain. Fei Wuji then told the prime minister, “I almost 
made you lose your life. Qi Wan is about to murder you, and 
he has already deployed weapons around the gate secretly. ” 
The prime minister sent someone to investigate and was told 
that it was true. He then dispatched troops to attack Qi Wan 
and killed him. The people of Chu were hostile towards the 
prime minister because of that. Even emissaries sent to Chu 
by the Son of Heaven of the Zhou Dynasty all condemned him 
as well, Shen Yinshu told the prime minister, “Fei Wuji is a 
base slanderer of Chu. He has caused the exile of the crown 
prince, Jian, the execution of Lianyin Wu She and tried to 
block the sovereign from reality. Now, you have listened to 
him and killed many innocent people, as a result, the people 
of the state are berating you. Thus you almost get into 
trouble yourself. ” Prime Minister Zichang said, “This is my 
fault. 1 must surely correct it and eliminate him. ” Then he 
killed Fei Wuji together with all the relatives of his clan to 
calm down the feelings of the people. The kind of people who 
do not act according to the principles of morality and justice, 
concentrate on damaging others and fail to realize that others 
might pose danger to them in return, cause the elimination of 
their clans because of their misconducts. Fei Wuji is of this 
kind. 

Cui Zhu and Qing Feng together murdered Duke Zhuang 
of the state of Qi, After Duke Zhuang died, these two people 
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enthroned Duke Jing to be the new sovereign and Cui Zhu was 
appointed to be prime minister. Qing Feng then planned to 
kill Cui Zhu and replace him to be prime minister himself. So? 
he abetted the sons of Cui Zhu to fight with each other for the 
chance of being appointed to be the heir. Cui Zhu ^ s sons 
fought secretly against each other. Cui Zhu went to .see Qing 
Feng and told him about it. Qing Feng told him, “You can 
stay here at my place. 1 am going to dispatch troops to kill 
them immediately. ” He sent Lu Manpie to lead troops to 
attack and kill them. Cui Zhu ’ s wife, children and all the 
relatives of his clan were killed, and his house buildings were 
set on fire and burnt down. He then went back and told Cui 
Zhu, “I have killed all of them.” Cui Zhu did not have a 
foothold any more and hung himself. Qing Feng then look 
over the position of prime minister from Duke Jing. Duke Jing 
worried about that very much. While Qing Feng was hunting 
in the wild, Duke Jing in association with Chen Wuyu, 
Gongsun Zao and Gongsun Chai planned to attack him 
together. Qing Feng led his attendants to confront the troops 
of Duke Jing, but he was defeated. He escaped to the state of 
Lu. The state of Qi condemned Lu for accepting him. He 
then left Lu for the state of Wu. The king of Wu conferred on 
him the land of Zhu Fang. When King Ling of the state of 
Chu heard that news, he led allied troops of all the other 
states in person to attack Wu. They surrounded Zhu Fang, 
occupied it, held Qing Feng captive, put an executioner's axe 
on his back and pilloried him among the allied troops. He was 
also forced to shout loudly, “No one should act like Qing 
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Feng of the state of Qi. He has murdered his sovereign, 
overridden his young master who has just lost his father and 
forced the high-ranking court officials to take oaths. ” After 
that, he was executed. Even people as powerful and 
honourable as the Yellow King, as sensible and virtuous as 
Yao and Shun or as robust and brave as Meng Ben would die 
as well. Everyone is doomed to die. However, experiencing 
death like Qing Feng did can be regarded as dying time and 
time again. Not only he himself was killed, but also all his 
relatives lost their lives for his treason. Thus he paid for his 
numerous misdeeds. As for the cooperation of the base and 
wicked people, they usually help each other at the beginning, 
but hatred will definitely be provoked among them later on. 
People adhering to the principle of righteousness are not the 
same. They help each other at the beginning, trust each other 
more and more as time passes by and will be very close to 
each other finally. Thus the forthcoming generations will 
regard their ways as fixed rules. 

2. On Effrontery 

The arguments on the ancient kings are very thorough. 
Therefore, the principle of righteousness should be the basis 
of everything and the root of every benefit. Nevertheless, 
people of ordinary intelligence cannot realize that. If they 
cannot realize that, they will not understand the reason of 
things. If they do not understand the reason of things, they 
will seek benefits at any cost. Seeking private benefits should 
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never be a reliable way of doing things. The cases of Gongsun 
Yang. Zheng Ping, Xu Jing and Gongsun Jie all verify this 
argument. Acting in accordance with the principles of 
morality and justice, every action will definitely result in 
success. When court officials plot to commit some evil 
conduct together, there might be some people who go along 
with them. If a sovereign and his court officials plan to 
commit righteous deeds, will there be anyone who disagrees 
with him? Not only his own court officials but also people all 
over the world will agree with him. 

As to the relationship between Gongsun Yang and the 
king of Qin. they were not father and son, nor were they old 
friends. Gongsun Yang was used because of his outstanding 
talents. However, there was no better way to perform his 
duty and exhibit his loyalty except for conquering the land of 
other states to strengthen Qin. He then led the troops of Qin 
to attack the state of Wei. Wei sent Childe Ang to confront 
the enemy troops. Previously, when Gongsun Yang was in 
Wei, he and Childe Ang were very friendly to each other. He 
sent a messenger to Ang to tell him, “The reason why I have 
travelled to another state to pursue power and honour is that I 
want to do that for your sake. Now the state of Qin has sent 
me to lead their troops, and the state of Wei has sent you 
here to confront me. How could we put up with fighting each 
other? Please go back to expostulate with your sovereign and 
I am going to go back to expostulate with mine to withdraw 
the troops bilaterally. ” Then they both prepared to withdraw 
their troops. Gongsun Yang sent a messenger to Childe Ang 
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again and told him. “I am afraid that we will not see each 
other again if we leave right now, I want to arrange a get- 
together so that we can say good-bye to each other, ” “Fine,” 
said Childe Ang, The officers of Wei expostulated with him 
fiercely,“No. you should not do that.” But Childe Ang did 
not listen to them. He went to visit Gongsun Yang. Gongsun 
Yang had already taken the chance to prepare infantry and 
cavalry for ambush there, and they took Childe Ang captive. 
After Duke Xiao of Qin died. King Hui took over the regime. 
He doubted Gongsun Yang’s integrity because of that act and 
planned to punish him. Gongsun Yang sent his mother and 
relatives to Wei. However, Xiang Ci, the minister of Wei, 
would not accept them. He said, “Since you have betrayed 
Childe Ang, 1 cannot manage to figure out what kind of 
person you are. ” So, intellectuals should be cautious with 
their behaviour. 

Zheng Ping used to be a court official of the king of Qin 
and a good friend of Marquis Ying. In order to seek private 
interests, he cheated his friend and betrayed his sovereign. 
When he held the position of general of the state of Qin, he 
would do anything considered worshipful and influential by 
people all over the world because he was taking control over a 
very powerful position. As for the things one has obtained 
when holding a powerful position, he will lose them when he 
loses his position. After Zheng Ping was dismissed from his 
position as general of Qin and arrived in Zhao and Wei, he 
would do anything considered base and menial by people all 
over the world. He had behaved so basely and menially and 
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also lost the power of the generalship of Qin. Wasn’t he 
doomed to become a down-and-out? 

When Li Kai was being hunted for by the state of Zhao, 
he escaped to the state of Wei along with Li Yan and Xu Jing, 
and they went to take refuge at Gongsun Yu' s place, 
(jongsun Yu interviewed them and allowed the three to stay 
at his place. Xu Jing took the chance to inform the officers of 
Wei and told them to arrest Li Kai there. Xu Jing was 
appointed to be one of the five high-ranking court officials of 
Zhao for providing this information. But everyone was 
ashamed of working with him for the same regime. 
Moreover, no one would make friends with his descendants. 

Gongsun Jie took part in a complot along with Yin Jun 
and then he informed Prime Minister Chu Liji about it. For 
this reason, he was appointed to be one of the five high- 
ranking court officials of the state of Qin. His contribution 
was not insignificant. However, he was not allowed to visit 
the capitals of Zhao, Wei and Han, needless to say what will 
happen to those faithless people with such base actions who 
make no contribution at all. 

3. On Doubting Similar Things 

Things that make people feel confused are those that 
look similar to one another. People who look for jade will be 
worried about stones that look like jade; people who are good 
at appreciating swords will be worried about swords that look 
like Gan Jiang of the state of Wu; sage sovereigns will be 
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worried about people appearing erudite? eloquent and familiar 
with the reason of things. Sovereigns who will lose their 
states often appear to be wise. Court officials who will 
conspire to the perdition of their states usually pretend to be 
loyal. Similar things always make the unwise ones feel 
perplexed. Even the sages should pay attention to them as 
well. Therefore? Mozi would cry loudly every time he came to 
an intersection. 

The capital of the Zhou Dynasty was built up in Feng and 
Gao? and it was located near the residence of the Rong 
People. The royal family of the Zhou Dynasty made an 
arrangement with sovereigns of all states to build up huge 
earth forts along the main roads and install huge drums on 
them? so that people everywhere? whether nearby or distant, 
could hear when the drums were beaten. If the Rong People 
invaded? the drums would be struck to send the alarm signal. 
Then the troops of all states would come to rescue the Son of 
Heaven. Gnce? the Rong People invaded and King You of the 
Zhou Dynasty beat the drums. As a result, the troops of all 
states were sent there as expected. Bao Si was very excited to 
see that. King You would like to make her happy? so he 
struck the drums again and again. The troops of all states 
arrived every time when they were summoned. However? in 
fact there were no invaders. Finally? the Rong People really 
invaded. King You struck the drums? but no troops were sent 
there this time. As a result? King You was killed by the 
Rong People at the foot of Li Mountain and was derided by 
people all over the world. King You’s failure was caused by 
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beating the drums at a peaceful time to fool the troops, so 
they did not come to rescue him when he really was in 
danger. As for sensible people, if they have some 
peccadilloes, it might incur severe disaster, let alone the 
unworthy ones. The way Bao Si caused severe damage to the 
kingdom was to make King You addicted to that insignificant 
pleasure. As a result, his kingdom was ruined and he lost his 
own life. That accounted for the dismemberment of King 
You, the escape of all dukes and ministers and the death of 
Bao Si. Moreover, King Ping was forced to move the capital 
to the east. Also for this reason, Duke Xiang of the state of 
Qin and Duke Wen of the state of Jin sent troops to defend 
the Son of Heaven. And both of them were conferred with 
feudatories. 

Li Qiu is a town located in the north of the state of 
Liang, and there used to be a ghost which could change its 
appearance to make itself look like the offspring of others. An 
old man of that town went to the market, drank some 
alcohol, got drunk and then walked back home. The ghost of 
Li Qiu changed its shape, pretended to be the son of the old 
man and came up to support him. It then tortured him 
severely on the way. After the old man got home and sobered 
up, he scolded his son, “Am I not kind enough as a father? 
Why did you torture me on the way home when I was drunk?” 
The son cried, bumped his head against the ground and said, 
“What a sin! That’s not true. Yesterday, I went to the 
eastern town to collect the overdue bills there. You can ask 
the others if you do not believe me. ” The old man trusted his 
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son. He said, “Oh, I see. It must be the ghost. I have heard 
about it before. ” In order to encounter the ghost and kill it, 
the old man planned to go to the market early the next 
morning to drink there again. On the next day, he went to 
the market at dawn and got drunk. His son was afraid that he 
might drink too much and could not come home alone, so he 
went to pick him up. When the old man espied his son, he 
pulled out his sword and killed him. The heart of the old man 
was confused because the ghost looked like his son and he 
himself killed his own son. As for people who are confused 
with people appearing to be sensible, they will miss the real 
sensible intellectuals. That is somewhat the same as the heart 
of the old man of Li Qiu. Therefore, scrupulous attention 
must be paid to examine things looking similar to each other. 
However, only the right persons can manage to distinguish 
these similar things. Even though Shun would drive the cart 
himself, and Yao would help on the left side and Yu on the 
right, they would ask a young cowboy for information if they 
travelled through the grassland and ask a fisherman for 
information if they arrived by a river. Why? Because these 
people knew more about those circumstances. Twins look 
very similar to each other. However, their mother can always 
differentiate between them because she knows them well. 

4. On Acting According to the Fixed Standard 

The worst thing hated by sovereigns of ancient times was 
that people’s words and deeds did not match each other. If 
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people’s words and deeds do not match each other, the 
regular order between the sovereign and the court officials, 
fathers and sons, elder brothers and younger brothers, 
husbands and wives, and that between friends will be 
destroyed. Nothing could cause more severe disaster than 
that. All human relations are established because of the 
regular order of these ten factors. If the regular order was 
abnegated, there would be no difference between human 
beings and wild animals, and the physically strong would take 
control over the others. If people’s words and deeds do not 
match each other, no sovereign can enjoy the safety provided 
by his subjects, no parent can enjoy the pleasure provided by 
the children, no elder brother can be treated with respect by 
his younger brothers, no one can build up a close relationship 
with his friend, and no husband can win the respect of his 
wife. 

Not all prosperous states can unify the world. However, 
the one that unifies the world must be prosperous. What are 
the decisive factors for a sovereign who can unify the world? 
He depends on his power and wealth. If the state is not 
prosperous, his power will not be formidable enough, and his 
wealth will not be abundant. If his power is not formidable 
enough, he cannot manage to stop people committing evil 
conducts. And if his wealth is not abundant, he cannot 
manage to encourage people to do kind deeds. So, a sage 
sovereign will definitely make sure that both his power and 
wealth are incomparable. If this is the case, evil conducts can 
be stopped, and kind deeds can be encouraged. Under such 
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circumstances» both the power and the wealth of the state are 
incomparable. If the sovereign is concerned with taking good 
care of the common people and behaves honestly and 
sincerely* he will unify the world. Even though the power 
and wealth of a state are incomparable* if the sovereign’s 
words and deeds do not match each other, the state will be 
ruined. If the words and deeds of a small and weak state do 
not match with each other, the big and prosperous states will 
have doubts about it. According to the nature of human 
beings, they cannot take good care of those whom they 
doubt. If a small and weak state is not under the protection of 
the strong and prosperous ones, it is not possible to survive. 
Hence, not making words and deeds match each other, the 
regime of a sovereign governing the whole world will be on 
the track of decline, a strong and prosperous state will get 
into trouble, and a small and weak state will be ruined. 

If a traveller sees a big tree on his journey, he will 
definitely take off his clothes, hang up his hat, put his sword 
against the tree and then lay down under it to have a rest. 
The big tree is not a friend or a relative of human beings. 
Nonetheless, people can count on it because it is reliable. 
Huge trees on the top of some lofty mountains are often used 
as rendezvous because it is easy to recognize them. If trees 
can be trusted like that* so can intellectuals. If the morality 
and justice of the intellectuals are really honest and reliable* 
the common people will look towards them with high 
expectations. If intellectuals can be trusted like that, why 
can't a strong and prosperous state? If it is really honest and 
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knowledgeable, it is not difficult for it to unify the whole 
world. 

Boats are counted on when people are crossing waters, 
because they can float on the surface of the water and won’t 
sink. People all over the world respect and value the 
gentlemen, because they always act in accordance with the 
principles of morality and justice and will never do anything 
evil. 

Once Confucius divined and got the Pen (the name of one 
of the sixty-four divinations of the Eight Diagrams). He said, 
“It is ominous. ” Zigong said, “Isn’t Pen auspicious? Why did 
you say that it is ominous?” Confucius said, “White is white 
and black is black. Pen is totally blurred. Why is it 
auspicious?” Therefore, the sensible people hate those 
unknowable things. 

What people all over the world hate most is that the 
words and deeds do not match each other. As for people 
whose words and deeds do not match each other, even thieves 
and robbers will not associate or plan with them. As for the 
robbers and thieves, they are extremely evil. Nevertheless, 
they would only associate with the right people, and also 
people wishing to accomplish great achievements. Whoever 
wishes to accomplish great achievements and win over the 
support of people all over the world must count on the 
honesty and sincerity of the words and deeds of the 
intellectuals. 
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5. On Looking for Sensible People 

If a sovereign wants to secure his own safety, safeguard 
his state and put the whole world in order, he must resort to 
the sensible people. In history, there are seventy-one sage 
sovereigns who have unified and maintained the world. 
According to the records kept in Chunqiu, from Duke Yin to 
Duke Ai, the state of Lu has experienced twelve sovereigns 
altogether. Some of them have maintained the throne, but 
others have been dethroned. However, there is only one 
crucial factor that accounts for their success or failure. If the 
sovereign has won over the sensible people, his state will 
definitely be safe and peaceful, and his reputation will 
definitely become honourable. If the sovereign has lost the 
support of the sensible people, his state will definitely be in 
danger, and his reputation will definitely become notorious. 

In order to look for the sensible people, sovereigns of 
ancient times would do anything. They treated the sensible 
people extremely humbly, considered themselves to be 
inferiors of them and troubled themselves to look for them in 
the remotest areas. Suppose that the state of Yu had taken 
Gong Zhiqi’s advice and the state of Wu had taken Wu Zixu’s 
advice, possibly these two states would still be in existence 
now. From this point of view, it is possible to prolong the 
lifespan of the a state. If there were a method for prolonging 
the lifespan of human beings, everyone would take it. Now 
there is also a method for prolonging the lifespan of the 
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states, but sovereigns do not exert themselves to look for it. 
That is wrong. 

Yao devolved the authority over the world onto Shun, 
treated him with respect in front of the sovereigns of all 
feudatories, gave him his two daughters in marriage and put 
his ten sons at his service. Moreover, he also insisted on 
worshipping him like other court officials. Thus he bowed to 
the most inferior position. Yi Yin used to be a slave working 
in the kitchen and Fu Yue used to be a prisoner of the Shang 
Dynasty. Nonetheless, these two people were appointed to be 
prime ministers of the Son of Heaven. That is using the most 
menial people. In order to look for sensible people, Yu went 
to the place where the huge hibiscus grows, Jiu Jin Mountain 
from where the sun rises, the wild land of Qing Qiang, the 
region where the exuberant forests grow, the loftiest 
mountain, and kingdoms such as Niao Gu, Qing Qiu and Hei 
Chi in the east. He reached Jiao Chi, the kingdom of Sun Pu, 
the kingdom of Xu Man, Jiu Yang Mountain where is rich in 
cinnabar, full of vanish trees and springs, and the kingdom of 
Yu Ren (the name of a kingdom in Chinese legends. And it is 
said that the people living there wear feathers), the kingdom 
of Luo Min (the name of a kingdom in Chinese legends. It is 
said that the people living there do not wear anything) and 
the kingdom of Bu Si (the name of a kingdom in Chinese 
legends. And it is said that the people living there will not 
die) in the south . And he reached the kingdom of San Wei, 
the foot of Wu Mountain, the residence of the people eating 
winds and drinking dew, Ji Jin Mountain, the residences of 
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the Qi Gong (the name of a.minority people in Chinese 
legends. And it is said that the people living there all have 
freakish forearms), Yi Bi (the name of a minority people in 
Chinese legends. And it is said that the people living there 
only have one arm each) and San Mian (the name of a 
minority people in Chinese legends. And it is said that the 
people living there all have three faces) Peoples in the west. 
He arrived in the kingdom of Ren Zheng, at the edge of Da 
Min, the top of Heng Mountain, the state of Kuan Rong, the 
wild area where Kua Fu chased after the sun, the residence of 
the Yu Qiang People, Ji Shui Mountain and Ji Shi Mountain 
in the north. He did not slacken his efforts and worked hard 
for the sake of the common people. In order to look for 
sensible people and to make the best use of the lands to 
benefit his people, his face got dark, his apertures and 
entrails were blocked and he could hardly walk becau.se of 
tiredness. He could not be more industrious. As a result, he 
won over five people, Gao Tao, Hua Yi, Zhen Kui, Heng Ge 
and Zhi Jiao, to assist him. Therefore, his achievements were 
inscribed on some metal utensils, stone tablets and plates. 

Once Yao went to the Great Lake to visit Xu You. Yao 
said, “There are ten suns burning in the sky together, but 
the torch is still on. Isn’t it useless? If you are going to take 
over the throne of the Son of Heaven, the world will be 
reduced to good order. Please allow me to devolve it onto 
you. ” Xu You rejected it and said, “Well, did you say that 
because the world is still not in order? Nonetheless, the 
world is already well governed now. Did you say that because 
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it is profitable for myself? When the wren nests in the forest, 
it only needs one twig; when a mole drinks in a river, it only 
needs enough water to quench the thirst. Please go back and 
leave me alone. What shall I do with the world?” He then 
moved and settled down at the foot of Ji Mountain on the 
northern side of the Ying River to grow crops there. He 
supported himself and did not pay any attention to the 
authority over the world any more during his lifetime. 
Therefore, when a sage sovereign uses the sensible people in 
his regime, he will prevent them from being damaged by 
external things or hurt by his relatives, beloved ones, close 
friends or old acquaintances. So, sensible people will gather 
around him. At the place where the sensible people get 
together, no natural catastrophe will take place, no ghost will 
haunt there and no one will scheme to take advantage there. 
That should be the root of the Five Constant Virtues. 

Gaozi was suspected of usurping the regime. After he 
called in Nangong Qian and Kong Bochan and appointed them 
to work at the court, rumours about him among the people 
disappeared spontaneously. 

The state of Jin planned to attack the state of Zheng and 
Shu Xiang was sent to Zheng on a diplomatic mission to see 
whether Zheng had sensible people or not. Zichan read a 
poem for him and it says, “If you really have compassion on 
me, please hoist your clothes to cross the Wei River to visit 
me; if you do not care for me, shouldn’t I look for another 
confidant?” Shu Xiang went back to Jin to report to the 
regime and said, “We should not attack Zheng because Zichan 
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is there. The state of Zheng is adjacent to Qin and Chu. 
Moreover, the poem Zichan read to me also shows that he had 
something on his mind. We should not attack it. ” Jin gave up 
the plan for attacking Zheng. Confucius said, “It is said in 
Shijing, ‘The prosperity of a state depends on the sensible 
people exclusively. ’ Zichan had only read one poem and as a 
result, the state of Zheng avoided a disaster. ” 

6. On Examining Rumours 

Rumours must be examined scrupulously. If they spread 
over and over again, white will be called black and black will 
be called white. Hence, the dog is like a Jue (an ape-liked 
animal, which is bigger than a monkey), the Jue is like a 
female monkey, and the female monkey is like a man. 
However, a dog and a man are very different with each other. 
That accounts for the severe mistakes of stupid people. It is 
beneficial to scrupulously examine the hearsays one hears. 
Otherwise, if one does not take further investigation into the 
rumours he hears, it would be better he not hear anything at 
all. Duke Huan of the state of Qi heard of Guan Zhong from 
Baoshu Ya. Duke Zhuang of the state of Chu heard of Sun 
Shu’ao from Shen Yinshi. They both had established the 
most powerful states because they had examined the 
information they heard scrupulously. Fu Chai of the state of 
Wu heard of the comments on Gou Jian from Taizai Pi. 
Marquis Zhi of the state of Zhao heard of the comments on 
Zhao Xiangzi from Zhang Wu. Their regimes were 
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overthrown and they lost their lives because they did not 
examine the information they heard carefully. 

So all rumours must be examined carefully and the 
rumours concerning the others must be proof-tested according 
to common sense. Once Duke Ai of the state of Lu asked 
Confucius, “I heard that Kui only had one foot. Is it true?” 
Confucius said, ‘‘Once Shun wished to popularize his moral 
education throughout the world with the help of music. So he 
asked Chong hi to select and recommend Kui among the 
common people, and Shun appointed him to be chief court 
musician. After that, Kui rectified the six pitches and 
harmonized the five notes to correct the customs of the world. 
As a result, people all over the world submitted to Shun’s 
authority. Chong Li was thinking of looking for more people 
as capable as Kui was. Shun told him, ‘Music is the essence 
of the universe and is a crucial factor in deciding the success 
or failure of the regime. Therefore, only the sages can 
harmonize it, and harmony is the essence of music. Kui is 
capable of making the music harmonious and securing the 
safety of the world with the help of his music. As for people 
like Kui, I think only one is enough. ’ So, it means that one 
person like Kui is enough, but does not mean that Kui has 
only one foot. ” The Dings of the state of Song had no well at 
home. They had to send one person to transport water all the 
year round. After they dug a well at home, they told the 
others, ‘‘We have saved one labourer after digging the well. ” 
Somebody spread the story and said, “The Dings dug a well 
and found a person alive beneath the earth. ” The people of 
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Song were discussing that and the sovereign of Song heard it 
as well. He sent someone to the Dings to investigate it. And 
the Dings said. “We meant that we have saved one labourer 
rather than found a person underground while digging the 
well. ” If a sovereign tries to look for sensible people based on 
rumours, it would be better he not hear anything at all. 

Once Zixia was on his way to the state of Jin. While he 
was passing by the state of Wei. he heard someone read Shtji 
(the History ) f ** The troops of Jin three pigs crossed the 
Yellow River.” Zixia corrected him. “No. It does not say 
three pigs. It should be Ji Hai (the date on which the troops 
crossed the river and is calculated according to the Jia Zi 
calendar). The Chinese character of Ji is similar to Three. 
The Chinese character of Hai is similar to Pig. ” After he 
arrived in Jin. he asked about it and was told that the troops 
of Jin crossed the Yellow River on the day of Ji Hai. 

So. many expressions are either specious or paradoxical. 
Therefore, the limit between right and wrong must be 
distinguished scrupulously. Sages will pay much attention to 
that. How to pay attention to that then? Scrutinize the 
rumours you hear according to common sense and the nature 
of human beings. Thus you will manage to know the truth. 





immi 



1076 


-H- 

14-ifl 

iAJiJr>a-t *'J ^ t® 

Ai*f] A. 

A.t-)itil^fJi)A? 6>f>rit-Si♦ t li e.;/r*.€• <Ki. 


jL-ft? A"?rit,-I-i*-i t A-ff <Kl Jr 
/v.;t;^c.Ii 5^. il Ait 


Discussion on Attaching Importance to Straightforwardness 

1. On Attaching Importance to Straightforwardness 

The sagest sovereign will pay attention to the 
inlellecluals. The reason the intellectuals are paid attention to 
is that they will always express their opinions 
straightforwardly. Because of their straightforwardness, all 
wicked conducts will be uncovered. The common problem of 
the sovereigns is that they want to hear about the wicked 
conducts but hate others expressing their opinions directly. 
That is somewhat like longing for water but blocking off the 
headspring. How can the water flow here by itself then? That 
is nothing but belittling what they really wish while laying 
stress on what they hate. How could they ever fulfil their 
wishes if this is the case? 

Neng Yi called on King Xuan of the state of Qi. King 
Xuan said, “I heard that you are proud of talking and acting 
straightforwardly. Is it true?” Neng Yi replied, “How could 1 
manage to act straightforwardly? As far as I know, 
straightforward intellectuals will not build up families and 
settle down in a chaotic state, and they will not call on the 
unrighteous sovereign out of their own will. Now that I am 
visiting you and have built up my family in the state of Qi. 
how could I manage to behave straightforwardly then?” King 
Xuan was very angry with him and shouted, “What an 
uncultivated man!” And he wanted to punish him. Neng Yi 





i^m 

J-sfc A f 4-. A 4- A ii. A i ^1-:f «!. 4 iJt ^ Ifc 4 
4^A4s*h9i? <;f I £.Wt*J-'’-^?”Si t 

it--i^t >§■ i wf., “ jR fit f'] 4t « JWII, •£ 6^ # ;fi A A A 

. e.«iA-Erd^a^ fr^=f+»±.;f A 0 , e.SA-c:^ 

^ i4 X. ^ ^ it S-a ^ A A/F * A S^ * t = ” i vS: ^ ^ 


said, “I liked debating with others directly when I was a child 
and have continued after I grew up. Why can’t you get along 
with uncultivated people? Aren’t you inclined to let them 
clarify their inclinations in front of you?” King Xuan then set 
him free. As for a person like Neng Yi, if he is allowed to 
discuss government affairs with the sovereign prudently, he 
will definitely not please the sovereign. Can’t the sovereign 
learn a lot from him even though he is not pleased with him? 
A sage sovereign would love to get this kind of person but an 
unworthy one cannot put up with them. 

Hu Yuan once persuaded King Min of the state of Qi and 
said, “The cauldron of the Shang Dynasty has been displayed 
at the court hall of the Zhou Dynasty. The shrine of the 
Shang Dynasty has been covered with the shield of the Zhou 
Dynasty. And the music and dance of the Shang Dynasty have 
been used for entertainment among the people of the Zhou 
Dynasty. As far as I know, music of the ruined regimes 
should not be played at the national ancestral temple, shrines 
of the ruined regimes should not be shown under the sun, and 
treasures of the ruined regimes should not be displayed at the 
court hall. These rules are adhered to to warn the 
contemporary and the forthcoming generations. Please pay 
attention to it. Please make sure that the Da Lu (a huge bell 
built by Qi, which was used as an instrument) will not be 
displayed at the court hall of the other states, the shrine of 
Duke Tai will not be covered with the shield of the other 
states, and our court music will not be played for 
entertainment among the ordinary people of the other states. ” 
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The king of Qi did not listen to him. After Hu Yuan left the 
court, he cried constantly for three days because of the 
forthcoming disaster of the state. He shouted in tears, 
“Those who leave in advance will still have the chance to wear 
cotton clothes; those who hang behind will be put in the 
crowded prison. I will witness the people of our state 
escaping to the east immediately, but no one will know where 
he should go. ” The king of Qi asked the official in charge of 
justice, “According to the law of our state, what kind of 
punishment should be used against him if he has cried in 
mourning for the state while the state is intact?” The official 
in charge of justice said, “He should be sentenced to death, ” 
The king said, “Execute him right away according to the 
law!” The official displayed the instruments of torture along 
the eastern gate of the capital. However, he intended to scare 
Hu Yuan away instead of killing him. When Hu Yuan heard 
it, he staggered along to the official himself. The official 
said, “According to the law of our state, whoever cries in 
mourning for the state should be sentenced to death. Are you 
addled because of your old age?” Hu Yuan said, “Why do you 
think that I am addled?” And he continued, “There is 
someone at our court who came here from the south. When 
he arrived here, he behaved humbly like a carp. But after he 
settled down and consolidated his power, he acted as fiercely 
as a whale. He makes the courts of other states grow wild 
grasses and changes the capitals of them into shambles. The 
Shang Dynasty had a Bi Gan, the state of Wu had a Wu Zixu, 
and the state of Qi has a Hu Yuan. He does not listen to me 
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but is going to execute me at the eastern gate. Is it possible 
that he intends to juxtapose me with Bi Gan and Wu Zixu and 
let me become the third loyal official?” Of course Hu Yuan 
did not want to be killed. The reason why he proposed his 
opinion that way was not that he aimed at discussing and 
setting forth his own argument* but that he wanted to 
prevent the state from being overthrown. Therefore* it 
sounded almost like alarmism. Nonetheless, King Min was 
too fatuous to listen to him. As a result, Chuzi left the state 
of Qi and Dazi fought to death on the battleground to defend 
his state. 

Zhao Jianzi led his troops himself to attack the state of 
Wei and they were approaching the outer walls of the capital 
of Wei. When the fight started, he stood far away from the 
front and hid himself behind the barrier and his shield. Jianzi 
stuck the war drum forcefully. However, the soldiers would 
not attack the enemy. He cast aside the drumstick and 
groaned, “Oh, the .soldiers have become disobedient .so 
unexpectedly quickly. ” Holding his spear sidelong, Xingren 
Zhuguo took off his helm, came up to Jianzi and said, “Why 
are you blaming the soldiers for it? It is you that have not 
done enough. ” The expression on the face of Jianzi changed 
suddenly and he said, “1 have to lead the troops myself since 
there is no one else I can use. And you .said that I have not 
done enough. Tell me the reason. If it is warranted, I will 
forgive you. If not, I will kill you immediately.” Zhuguo 
replied, “Previously, our deceased sovereign, Duke Xian, 
had conquered nineteen states within five years after he took 
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over the regime. And he had used these soldiers. Duke Hui 
was arrogant and addicted to sex. During the second year 
after he took office, our state was attacked by the state of 
Qin. and our troops were forced to retreat to a region only 
seventy li away from Jiang. He had used the same soldiers 
too. The second year after Duke Wen look over the regime, 
he encouraged the soldiers to fight valiantly and after three 
years, they had all become extremely brave. They defeated 
the troops of the state of Chu five times during the war of 
Cheng Pu, besieged the state of Wei. occupied the state of 
Cao. took up Shi She, consolidated the power of the Son of 
Heaven of the Zhou Dynasty and gained a high reputation 
worldwide. What he had used were still the same soldiers. 
Therefore, 1 said that you have not done enough yourself, 
and the soldiers are not wrong. ” Jianzi then left the barrier 
and shield and stood within the reach of the enemy arrows and 
crossbows. After he struck the war drum, all the soldiers 
dashed forward immediately and climbed to the top of the 
fortifications of the enemy. Jianzi said, “I would rather listen 
to one word of Xingren Zhuguo than accept the award of one 
thousand chariots. ” Xingren Zhuguo really knew how to 
expostulate with his sovereign. Reacting to the military order 
given by the war drum during the combat, all the soldiers 
would face death unflinchingly for the sake of their sovereign, 
even though they would not be additionally rewarded or 
threatened by more severe punishment. That was due to the 
words of Xingren Zhuguo. 
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2. On Remonstrating with Sovereigns Directly 


If a court official remonstrates with his sovereign 
fiercely, it is easy to irritate him. When the sovereign is 
irritated, the remonstrator will get into trouble. Except for 
sensible people, who is going to face this kind of danger? And 
insensible people only aim at seeking private self-interests by 
remonstrating with their sovereign. As for people who are 
concerned only with seeking private self-interests, what kind 
of advantage will they obtain if they take this kind of risk to 
remonstrate with their sovereign directly? Therefore, there is 
no sensflble person at the side of an unworthy sovereign, so he 
cannot hear the most straightforward expostulations. If he 
cannot hear the most straightforward expostulations, the 
wicked ones will build up cliques to take advantage of the 
state. As a result, all kinds of corrupt activities and evil 
conducts will occur. Under such circumstances, the state 
cannot manage to survive. If a state can survive and the safety 
of the sovereign can be secured, there must be some reasons. 
If these reasons are not mastered, the state will definitely be 
ruined even though it is currently in existence, and the 
sovereign will definitely get into trouble even though he is 
safe for the time being. So, these reasons must be examined 
scrupulously. 

Once Duke Huan of the state of Qi, Guan Zhong, 
Baoshu Ya and Ning Qi were drinking together. When the 
atmosphere of the banquet reached its height, Duke Huan 
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told Baoshu. “Why not stand up and propose a toast?” 
Holding his wine vessel high, Baoshu proposed a toast and 
said, “1 wish that Your Majesty would not forget the time 
when you were taking refuge in the state of Ju, I wish that 
Guan Zhong would not forget the time when he was confined 
in the state of Lu, and I wish that Ning Qi would not forget 
the time when he was feeding cows under the carriage. ” Duke 
Huan left the seat, bowed twice to Baoshu and said, “If you 
three and I can remember the words of Baoshu, our state will 
possibly not get into trouble if we are lucky enough, ” At that 
time, these people could debate with Duke Huan 
straightforwardly. Therefore, they could help him establish 
one of the most powerful states. 

Once King Wen of the state of Chu obtained Ru Huang, 
a hound, and some sharp arrows made of the best bamboos 
called Wan Lu. Then he had gone hunting in Yun Meng for 
three months and did not want to come back to the palace. 
He got a beautiful woman from Dan and became involved in a 
love affair with her and as a result, he had not held court to 
handle government affairs for one year. Bao Shen said, 
“When our deceased king was going to appoint me to be grand 
tutor, he had divined and the divination was auspicious. Now 
you have gone hunting for three months after you got Ru 
Huang and the sharp arrows made of Wan Lu and do not 
want to return to the palace. And you have not held court for 
about one year after you got the pretty woman from Dan and 
became involved in a love affair with her. Judging from the 
mistakes you have committed, you should be flailed.” King 
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Wen said, “I was born a sovereign of a feudatory. Please 
choose another penalty to punish me, but do not flail me. ” 
Bao Shen said, “I dare not act against the order I have taken 
from our deceased sovereign. If you do not allow me to flail 
you, that is acting against the order of our deceased 
sovereign. I would rather offend you than offend our deceased 
sovereign. ” King Wen said, “All right. Please do it then. ” 
Bao Shen pulled the mat and asked King Wen to bend over it. 
Bao Shen banded fifty slim bramble stems into a bundle, 
knelt down, put it on the back of the king twice and then he 
said, “Please stand up now. ” King Wen said, “You have just 
flailed me nominally. ” He then forgot it totally and enjoyed 
himself with various kinds of entertainment as usual. Bao 
Shen said, “As far as I know, if you are going to punish 
gentlemen, you can just make them feel ashamed of 
themselves; if you are going to punish the petty men, you can 
just torture them. If he would not correct himself even after 
he had been humiliated, would it be of any use to torture 
him?” He left the court quickly, exiled himself to the bank of 
an abysm and asked King Wen to sentence him to death. King 
Wen said, “This is my failure. Why do you blame yourself 
for it?” Then King Wen corrected his ways, called back Bao 
Shen, killed the hound, broke the arrows made of Wan Lu 
and deported the pretty woman from Dan. He occupied 
thirty-nine states and greatly enlarged the territory of Chu 
later on. These achievements should be attributed to the 
extremely straightforward arguments of Bao Shen. 
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3. On Foreseeing the Development of A Situation 


As for a person who serves his master with prowess, he 
will give his life for the sake of that master. However, if a 
warrior talks about defending his master at the cost of his 
own life when he is still alive, no one will understand him. 
After he dies, others can realize that, but it does not make 
any difference any more. The importance of wisdom is to 
foresee the development of things before these changes ever 
take place. However, the fatuous sovereigns are not the 
same. They cannot catch any sign of the changes in advance, 
and it is too late to react to them after the changes have taken 
place. And in this case, it does not make any difference 
either. In some cases, you can have some mistakes, but in 
other cases, no mistake is forgivable. How could a mistake 
leading to the perdition of the state and the death of the 
sovereign be forgivable? The sage sovereigns will lay much 
stress on it, but the fatuous ones will not pay any attention to 
it. If they overlook that, how could they avoid endangering 
their states and getting themselves into trouble? The reason 
for getting themselves into trouble, losing their lives and the 
dying out of their states is that they are not capable of 
foreseeing the development of the situation. Fu Chai, the 
sovereign of the state of Wu was an example. It was not that 
Wu Zixu had not foreseen the development of the situation or 
expostulated forcefully with him. However, Fu Chai did not 
listen to him. So, the state of Wu was ruined. Moreover, He 
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I.ii, his son. also suffered a lot because of his failure. 

Fu Chai, the king of the state of Wu, was going to 
attack the state of Qi. Wu Zixu said. “No. we should not do 
that. Qi and Wu have various customs and different 
languages. Even if we could occupy the land, we could not 
settle down there, and even if we conquered their people, we 
could not govern them effectively. However, our state is 
adjacent to the state of Yue. Our borders are common, our 
lands are contiguous, there are roads traversing the two 
states and the people of our two states share the same 
customs and the same language. So. we can settle down there 
after we occupy Yue and can also use its people effectively 
after we subjugate them. And it is the same for Yue if they 
occupy our state. These two states can not live in peace. One 
of them must be attacked and occupied by the other sooner or 
later. The relationship of Yue and Wu is like a severe heart 
problem. Even though there is no sign right now, the damage 
it can cause is severe and deep inside the body. However, the 
problem caused by Qi is somewhat like a kind of slight skin 
ailment. It is easy to cure and will not pose any severe 
damage. If we attack Qi instead of Yue. it is like killing a 
boar out of fear towards the tiger. Big troubles are likely to 
follow even if we could defeat it. ” Taizai Pi said. "No. You 
should not listen to the opinion of Wu Zixu. The reason why 
orders given by Your Majesty cannot be carried out by the 
states located at the central part of China is that both the 
state of Qi and the state of Jin are disobedient to us. If Your 
Majesty will attack Qi, defeat it, and then dispatch the troops 
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to Jin, Jin will definitely submit to your authority humbly. 
That is to kill two birds with one stone, and all states in the 
central part of China will take orders from you. ” Fu Chai 
agreed with Taizai Pi’s idea and overlooked Wu Zixu ’ s 
advice. Wu Zixu said, “If our state is doomed to be ruined 
out of the will of Heaven, Your Majesty will win the battle; 
if our state still has the chance to survive, you will lose. ” Fu 
Chai still did not listen to him, Wu Zixu rolled up his clothes 
and strode out of the court. He cried, “Oh. my goodness! 
The court of Wu will definitely be full of brambles. ” Fu Chai 
dispatched his troops to attack Qi, and the troops of the two 
states confronted each other in Ai Ling. The troops of Qi 
experienced a debacle. After Fu Chai returned, he was going 
to execute Wu Zixu. At the last minute of his life, Wu Zixu 
cried, “Oh! How could I keep one of my eyes to witness the 
troops of Yue invading our state then?” After that, he 
committed suicide. Fu Chai had his corpse thrown into the 
Yangtze River and his eyes gauged out and put on top of the 
eastern gate of the capital city. Fu Chai said, “How could you 
witness my state being invaded by the state of Yue?" After a 
few years, the state of Yue avenged itself on Wu. The capital 
was occupied, the royal clan was uprooted, the state was 
ruined, the national ancestral temple was erased, and Fu Chai 
himself was held captive. Before Fu Chai was sentenced to 
death, he cried, “If the dead were perceptual, how could I 
meet Wu Zixu under earth without feeling embarrassed?” He 
then pulled a veil to cover his face and killed himself. As for 
fatuous sovereigns, you cannot make them understand before 
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a disaster takes place. After the disaster occurs, it will be too 
late to react even though they can realize it then. Hence, Fu 
Chat did not realize that he had not treated Wu Zixu correctly 
until the last minute of his life. But that does not make any 
difference at all. 

4. Against Reason 

As for sovereigns who have been toppled and lost their 
states, even though they might be born at different times and 
committed various misdeeds, the reason for their perdition is 
the same. That is to enjoy themselves by acting against the 
principle of righteousness and the rules of propriety. Acting 
this way, no one can manage to survive. Zhou of the Shang 
Dynasty had set up lees hills, dug wine pond, made flesh 
garden and used stake to torture the sovereigns of the 
feudatories. He killed the daughter of Marquis Gui to get her 
jade ring and cut off the feet of a man who was crossing a 
river to examine his marrow. These deeds were against the 
rules of propriety. He killed Count Mei, made his corpse into 
meat pie and fed it to King Wen. That was also against the 
rules of propriety. King Wen pretended to accept it and told 
the story to the sovereigns of other feudatories secretly. 
Moreover. Zhou had also built up a jade room and an 
extremely huge palace, killed a pregnant woman to watch the 
development of the fetus, and killed Bi Gan to examine his 
heart. These activities were against the rules of propriety as 
well. When Confucius heard about his tyrannical activities. 
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he said. “If Zhou were not that impermeable, Bi Gan would 
not have died. ” His ferocity accounted for the destruction of 
the Shang Dynasty. 

Duke Ling of the state of Jin was very tyrannical and 
unscrupulous. He used to shoot others from a high platform 
to watch how the victims evaded the missiles. Once he 
ordered the chef to cook a bear palm for him and he 
considered it to be not well done. He killed the chef and 
asked a woman to carry the corpse through the court on a cart 
to show off his power. These actions were against the rules of 
propriety. Zhao Dun expostulated with him directly again and 
again, but he did not listen to him. Duke Ling disliked Zhao 
Dun very much, so he sent Ju Mi to assassinate him. 
However, Ju Mi could not put up with killing him. When he 
saw Zhao Dun, he said, “A person like Zhao Dun behaves 
humbly all the time. Therefore, he should be a dutiful high- 
ranking court official for the common people. It is not loyal to 
kill such a dutiful high-ranking court official, and it is not 
honest to act against the order of the sovereign. I would 
rather die than get such a notorious reputation. ” He bumped 
his head against the locust tree in the yard and died. 

While King Min of the state of Qi was taking refuge in 
the state of Wei, he asked Gong Wangdan, “What kind of 
sovereign do you think 1 am?” Gong Wangdan said, “Your 
Majesty, you are a sage sovereign. As far as 1 know, in 
ancient times, some people had given up the authority over 
the world and would not appear to be regretful for it. I have 
only heard something about that. Now I have experienced it 
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in person because of the conducts of Your Majesty. 
Nominally, you have been addressed as the Eastern Di, but 
you are really capable of appeasing people all over the world. 
After you left Qi and settled down in Wei, you have gained 
weight and kept such a good physique. You have not 
regretted giving up the authority over the world at all. ” King 
Min said, “Great! You are the one who really know me well. 
My belt has been lengthened by one-third since 1 left Qi and 
settled down in Wei. ” 

King Kang of the state of Song made a dummy of god 
with a leather sack. He poured blood into it, put armatures 
on it, and hung it high above. Then he stood beneath it and 
launched arrows against it. The blood flowed down to the 
ground. All the attendants around congratulated him, “Your 
Majesty is much more sensible and wiser than Tang and King 
Wu. Tang and King Wu were superior to human beings, but 
you are superior to Heaven. No one could be more sensible. ” 
King Kang was so happy that he held a banquet to treat 
them. Someone shouted “Hurray” in the room and all people 
in the hall followed suit. Then the people outside the hall 
shouted too. When the people in the yard and outside the 
court heard it, no one dared not shout in response to them. 
That was also against the rules of propriety. 

5. On Hoodwinking 

Sovereigns who are overthrown and lose their states 
cannot be reproved directly. Thus there will be no way to 
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remind them of their misconducts, and the sensible people 
will not be drawn to them spontaneously. As a result, they 
will become impermeable and blocked off from the reality. 

During the time when Duke Mu of the state of Qin was in 
power, the Rong People were formidable. Then Duke Mu 
sent them two bands of female dancers and some excellent 
chefs. The king of Rong was very happy and addicted himself 
to delicacies and pleasure day and night. If anybody around 
him dared to tell him that the troops of Qin would invade his 
kingdom, he would pull a bow and shoot him. Finally, the 
troops of Qin really arrived. The king was drunk and was 
found lying beside the wine jar. As a result, he was held 
captive and bound up by enemy troops. He could not foresee 
it before he was held captive, and he did not know what 
happened after he was confined. For this kind of people, 
would it be of any help even though the persuader was good at 
expostulating with him? 

The state of Qi was taking military action against the 
state of Song. The king of Song sent someone to investigate 
the advance of the enemy troops. The messenger came back 
and said, “The enemy is approaching and our people are 
terrified very much. ” All the close court officials told the 
king, “There is a saying—* the grubby meat will develop 
maggots spontaneously ’. Our state is powerful and 
prosperous. However, the state of Qi is weak. How dare 
they attack us?” The king was very angry with the messenger 
and killed him. He sent out another person to investigate the 
advance of the troops of Qi again, and this scout reported the 
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same news to him. The king was outraged and killed him too. 
The same story was repeated three times. After that* another 
messenger was sent out again and he found that the enemy 
really was approaching and the common people were really 
terrified because of the impending war. The messenger came 
upon his elder brother on the road. His brother asked him* 
“Our state is in severe danger. Where are you going to go?” 
The younger brother said, “I was sent by the sovereign to 
investigate the advance of the troops of Qi and have found 
that they are approaching. Moreover, the common people are 
very terrified. The other messengers have been killed because 
they have told the king that the troops of Qi are approaching. 
Now, if I tell the truth, 1 will be killed. If not, I am afraid 
that I am going to be sentenced to death anyway. What do 
you think I should do?” The elder brother said, “If you tell 
the truth, you are going to die before those who will be killed 
or escape after the state is occupied. ” So he reported to the 
king as follows: “I have not seen any invaders at all* and our 
people are living very peacefully. ” The king was happy. All 
the close officials said* “It is justifiable that the others have 
been killed previously. ” The king rewarded this messenger 
with a huge amount of money. When the troops of Qi 
arrived, the king got on a carriage and drove it in a big hurry 
himself for survival. The messenger went to another state, 
settled down there and enjoyed a very comfortable life. So, 
watching from the top of a mountain, the cows will appear to 
be as small as goats, and the goats will appear as small as 
little pigs. In fact, the cows are not as small as goats, and 
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the goats are not as small as little pigs. Misunderstandings of 
this kind occur owing to the location of the observer. 
Whoever blames the cows and goats for appearing so small 
must be crazy himself. Dispensing awards and punishments 
blindly when the .sovereign himself was crazy accounted for 
the perdition of the state of Song. 

The king of the state of Qi would like to appoint Chunyu 
Kun to be grand tutor of the crown prince. Chunyu Kun 
rejected it and said, “I am unworthy and not qualified for such 
an important post. Please select someone from the virtuous 
and honourable people of our state. ” The king said, “Please 
do not refuse it. How could I demand that the crown prince 
be educated as sensible and wise as I am under your 
supervision? I was born to be sensible and virtuous. I will be 
satisfied if you can make the crown prince like Yao or Shun. ” 
Advice of the court officials can be taken only when the 
sovereign considers himself unwise so that he will listen to the 
wise ideas of other people, and also considers himself wrong 
so that he will listen to the right opinions of others. 
Nonetheless, the king of Qi thought that he was much more 
sensible and capable than Yao and Shun. How could the 
others manage to expostulate with him then? There has been 
no precedent that such a .sovereign behaving this way could 
maintain his state for good. 

Duke Xuan of the state of Qi loved shooting and was 
happy to hear the others say that he was capable of using 
heavy bows. In fact, the bow he used was no heavier than 
three dan. When he showed it to his attendants, they all tried 
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to pull it» stopped halfway on purpose and told him. “This 
bow weighs at least nine dan. Who could manage to pull it 
open except Your Majesty?” The king considered that he 
could use a bow of nine dan during his lifetime, even though 
the one he used weighed indeed less than three dan. Isn^t 
that tragic? Who will not flatter their sovereign except the 
upright and straightforward intellectuals? And it is doomed 
that the upright and straightforward intellectuals are 
outnumbered. Therefore, for sovereigns who have caused 
chaos to their states, their problem is to take a bow of three 
dan for nine dan. 

6. The Root of Chaos 

Misfortunes never come singly. There will be many 
small disasters following the big ones, and they cannot be 
settled until many actions have been taken to appease them. 
So it is said in an old poem,“Make sure to evade the houses of 
the trouble makers. ” This saying tells people to avoid 
troubles. I would rather underestimate the good fortunes and 
overestimate the misfortunes because troubles can be avoided 
this way. King Wu had unified the world with the help of 
military actions and governed it by taking benevolent civil 
policies. Under his supervision, all weapons were cast aside 
and the strings of all bows were loosened to show people all 
over the world that no military action would be taken from 
then on. That was the right method for maintaining his 
authority over the world. 
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Duke Xian of the state of Jin appointed Li Ji to be first 
lady and Xi Qi, the son born to Li Ji, to be crown prince. Li 
Ke led the people of Jin to attack Xi Qi and killed him 
immediately after the death of Duke Xian. Xun Xi then 
enthroned Childe Zhuo, the younger brother of Xi Qi, to be 
the new sovereign. After the burial of Duke Xian, Li Ke led 
the people of Jin to attack Childe Zhuo and killed him too. 
Therefore, the state of Jin had no sovereign. Childe Yiwu 
bribed the state of Qin with a vast patch of land to seek help. 
Duke Mu led his troops in person to escort him back to the 
state of Jin. Then the people of Jin enthroned him. He was 
Duke Hui. After Duke Hui had consolidated his power over 
the regime, he did not keep his word to give the land he had 
promised Qin. Duke Mu led his troops to attack Jin. Duke 
Hui confronted the enemy in Han Yuan. The troops of Jin 
were badly defeated and Duke Hui was held captive. The 
troops of Qin brought him back to Qin and confined him at 
l.ing Tai. In October, the two states made a ceasefire 
agreement with each other. Duke Hui was sent back to Jin 
and Yu, the crown prince, was sent to Qin as a hostage. 
Prince Yu escaped back to Jin later. After Duke Hui died. 
Prince Yu was enthroned and was addressed as Duke Huai. 
Duke Mu was angry with him since he had escaped from his 
state to Jin, so he supported Childe Chong'er to attack Duke 
Huai and killed him in Gao Liang. Chong’er was enthroned, 
and he was addressed as Duke Wen. Duke Wen had done a lot 
of favours for his people. He used the old court officials and 
those who had been dismissed from office for a long time, 
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supported the indigent people and those who were suffering 
from various troubles, banned the lascivious and wicked 
activities, reduced the taxes, absolved the prisoners, 
economized on utensils and treated the common people 
reasonably. Under his supervision, the troops of Jin defeated 
those of Chu in Cheng Pu, consolidated the throne of King 
Xiang of the Zhou Dynasty, raised the siege of the state of 
Song and made the troops of Chu defending Gu Yi withdraw. 
Both the people of his state and those of other states all 
submitted to his authority. Thus the disasters of Jin were 
appeased. While Duke Xian listened to Li Ji and trusted Liang 
Wu and You Shi to kill Crown Prince Shen Sheng, five severe 
disasters occurred correspondingly. As a result, three 
sovereigns were killed, one was held captive, hundreds of 
ministers, high-ranking court officials and intellectuals lost 
their lives, and the whole state had suffered for more than 
twenty years. The history of human beings has shown that 
misfortunes never come singly. The problem of these 
troublemakers is that they all think the trouble will occur only 
once. In reality, this thought is not true. The discrepancy 
between their thought and reality lies in the fact that their 
thought and the actual condition do not match each other. 
Therefore, few troublemakers can prevent themselves from 
being endangered by their own conducts. 
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Discussion on Not Acting Unscrupulously 


1. On Not Acting Unscrupulously 

Sensible people will never act unscrupulously even 
though they are of honourable and powerful status. And they 
will never flatter the sovereign even though he always takes 
their advice. They will take action only when it is in 
accordance with the fixed principles. They will do something 
only when it is in accordance with morality and justice. That 
is the virtue of the loyal court officials. It is cherished by the 
sage sovereigns, but hated by the unworthy ones. 
Nonetheless, it is not that the unworthy sovereigns dislike 
the opinions of the loyal court officials. Even though they are 
unworthy themselves, they appreciate the opinions of the 
loyal court officials just as the sage sovereigns do. 
Nevertheless, they act differently compared with the sage 
sovereigns. For this reason, their achievements and 

reputations are different from each other. Moreover, some of 
them will experience good fortunes, but the others will 
experience misfortunes. And owing to their various 
achievements, reputations and experiences, Wu Zixu was 
appreciated by He Lu but hated by Fu Chai, and Bi Gan was 
disliked by his sovereign during the Shang Dynasty, but was 
held in high repute after his death by the people of the Zhou 
Dynasty. 

While King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty led his 
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overwhelming troops to the outskirts of the capital of the 
Shang Dynasty, his stocking suspender fell. None of his five 
assistants would bend down to fasten it for him. And they all 
said, “What we should do for the sovereign is other than 
fastening the stocking suspender for him. ” King Wu put aside 
the white feather held in the left hand and put down the 
yellow tomahawk held in the right and managed to fasten it 
himself with some trouble. When Confucius heard this story, 
he said, “For this reason, these five people are qualified for 
serving as assistants of the King. On the other hand, that 
also accounts for the fact that the unworthy sovereigns cannot 
put up with this kind of people. ” Hence, .sometimes a Son of 
Heaven cannot outdo an ordinary person, and pos.sessing the 
whole world cannot outdo possessing a state with one 
thousand chariots. 

When Duke Mu of the state of Qin saw You Yu from the 
kingdom of Rong, he appreciated him very much and was 
thinking of asking him to stay at his court and work for him. 
But You Yu did not accept his invitation. Duke Mu told Jian 
Shu. Jian Shu said, “Please tell it to Liao, the chief historian 
of home affairs. ” When Liao heard this story from Duke Mu, 
he suggested to him, “The Rong People do not have any 
sense of music or delicacies. Please present these kinds of 
things as gifts to them. ” Duke Mu sent two bands and a very 
skilful chef to the king of the Rong People. The king of the 
Rong People was happy with these gifts, but he was wanton 
and addicted to entertainment and delicacies day and night 
without any stop. You Yu had pleaded with him again and 
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again, but the king did not listen to him. You Yu was so 
angry with him that he submitted to the authority of Duke Mu 
of Qin. In this case, it was not that Jian Shu was not capable 
of doing what Liao, the chief historian of home affairs, had 
done. He would rather not do that in person because it was 
against the principles of his morality and sense of justice. 
Duke Mu could encourage his inferior to stick to the principles 
of morality and justice all the time, so he could wipe out the 
disgrace he experienced during the battle at Xiao Mountain 
and enlarge his territory to Yong Zhou in the west. 

Duke Mu of the state of Qin appointed Baili Xi to be 
prime minister of his state. The state of Jin sent Shu Hu and 
the state of Qi sent Dongguo Jian on diplomatic missions to 
Qin, and Gongsun Zhi asked for Duke Mu's permission to 
interview them. Duke Mu said, “Is it your duty to ask for 
permission to interview our guests?” Gongsun Zhi replied, 
“No. It is not my duty.” Duke Mu asked him again, “Has 
the prime minister told you to do so?” Gongsun Zhi replied, 
“No, he hasn’t. ” Duke Mu said, “From this point of view, 
you are going to do things beyond your limit of function and 
power. Well, our state is located in such a remote area and 
bordering with the kingdoms of the Rong People and the Yi 
People. Even though the duty of every position is clarified 
and everyone performs his duty assiduously, we are still 
afraid of being derided by sovereigns of other states. Now you 
intend to do something beyond the limit of your function and 
power. Depart immediately. I am going to punish you because 
of that. ” Gongsun Zhi left the court and went to tell Baili Xi 
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about it. Baili Xi begged for leniency for him in front of Duke 
Mu. Duke Mu said, “Have you heard about it too? If he is 
not guilty, why are you pleading for him? On the other hand, 
if he is guilty, do you think it would be of any use to beg for 
mercy for him?” Baili Xi came back and refused to help 
Gongsun Zhi any more. Gongsun Zhi then went to the market 
to explain the matter in public. Baili Xi then ordered the 
official in charge of justice to sentence and punish him. 
Clarifying the titles and duties of the court officials, the 
ancient sovereigns had taken this measure to rule their states 
according to their laws. Now Duke Mu has already exerted 
himself in this direction. No wonder that he has established 
one of the most powerful states in the west. 

Duke Wen of the state of Jin was going to attack Ye and 
Zhao Shuai provided him the tactics for the military action 
against Ye. Duke Wen took his advice and won as expected. 
After the troops returned, Duke Wen was about to reward 
Zhao Shuai. Zhao Shuai said, “Are you going to reward the 
most important person or the least important person? If you 
are going to reward the least important people, then please 
reward the officers and soldiers who have participated in the 
war. If you are going to reward the most important person, I 
tell you that 1 have heard these ideas from Xi Zihu. ” Duke 
Wen then called on Xi Zihu and told him, “Zhao Shuai had 
given me very useful advice for attacking Ye. After I occupied 
it, I was going to reward him, but he told me that he had 
heard the plan from you and asked me to reward you. ” Xi 
Zihu said, “Things are always easy to talk about but difficult 
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to do. I just said a few words about it.” Duke Wen said. 
“Please do not refuse. ” Xi Zihu dared not refuse to accept the 
award. Regarding bestowing awards, a sovereign should 
reward as many people as possible. Thus he can gain a lot of 
support in return. In this case, Xi Zihu was not the one.who 
had presented these tactics to Duke Wen directly, but he was 
rewarded. For this reason, those distant people could get the 
chance to serve the sovereign wholeheartedly. Duke Wen had 
taken refuge outside his state for a long time, and after he 
went back to Jin and took over the regime, he established one 
of the most powerful states after a period of severe chaos. 
Possibly that accounted for his achievements. 

. 2. On Promoting Able People 

A sensible person endears himself to another person 
because of the benevolence and virtue of the latter, an 
ordinary person endears himself to another person because of 
the achievements of the latter, and an unworthy person 
endears himself to another person because of the wealth of the 
latter. Obtaining ten swift horses is not as useful as gaining 
one Bo Le; obtaining ten best swords is not as meaningful as 
gaining one Ou Ye; obtaining one thousand square li of land 
is not as meaningful as winning over one sage. Yao put the 
world in order after he won over Gao Tao, Tang obtained the 
support of the people of the toppled Xia Dynasty after he 
obtained Yi Yin, and King Wen conquered the Shang Dynasty 
after he wan over Lu Wang. Can't the territory be enlarged 
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iimitlessly after the sovereign has won over the sensible 
people? 

At the time when Guan Zhong was confined in the state 
of Lu. Duke Huan of the state of Qi wished to appoint 
Baoshu Ya as prime minister. Baoshu Ya said, “If you want 
to establish one of the most powerful states or unify the 
world, you should use Guan Yiwu instead. I am not as 
capable as he is.” Duke Huan said, “Guan Yiwu is my 
personal enemy. He shot at me with the arrow. I will not use 
him.” Baoshu Ya said, “He did that for the sake of his 
master. If you can win him over and use him in your regime, 
he would also shoot at others for your sake. ” Duke Huan 
would not listen to him and insisted on having Baoshu Ya as 
prime minister. However, Baoshu Ya refused vehemently. 
Duke Huan took his advice finally. He then sent someone to 
pass on a message to the state of Lu as follows: “Guan Yiwu 
is my personal enemy. Please deliver him to Qi and I will 
execute him in person. ” The sovereign of Lu agreed. He had 
Guan Zhong’s hands fettered with a leather sheath and his 
eyes pasted with glue. Then Guan Zhong was put into a big 
leather bag, thrown on a carriage and carried to the state of 
Qi. When he arrived at the border of Qi, Duke Huan had 
already sent his people to pick him up with the royal carriage. 
Torches were lit to rid him of devils and a hog was killed to 
hold a blood sacrifice. Guan Zhong was allowed to live and 
was then carried back to the capital. Duke Huan ordered the 
officials in charge of rites to clean the national ancestral 
temple and prepare tables for the ceremony. Then he 



1127 



1128 


W ife. S ^ Hi. ^ ^, ®£ W & T-5fe ®” H15 jffi ^ 0 r 

S 5t .0: “ ® H ^# *»-? ^. M Ut tfe." ® ^ iS a ^T^ = 
>L ■». SJ: S ^ tfe . H'J il 3e * ± ^. 

it F ^ if # IX 0: “ iii jic lil p^f, ^ m O. 4-A ±-t 5 TI. F M T 

I^ifl 

«!. f*fc ^ . F «. •« li * ^, w Ml tfr * «, ” «® ii A A ^ 4-f--ft iX,: 
“ 4 «-K A = ” t It-it i« T A f-. I6j 14 If T «;fc 4 i "P T A. #-t T 

ft t-it ^ # A t ft *fe *.. fe ijf.: “ ^^t 4 a IT J'J ^ F 4 4fe *. " ^4^ 

ttF-4tfJSt«-'f*rilAT, 

4* tb ;jf T ^4.4 
T»f. )ArS»l-fh*4(tiX.:“l$-Stitalic 
ft ^ "4-A<., flf # 4!i A >ir *. ft-^ «t ^ ft. Si fit 4 A A f] # i T, T 

iiA,A-S.44A#^'C;®.ii4*ftF-4»A,itfTFA0A#t-wK-4 


recommended (iuan Zhong to the ancestors and said, “After 1 
heard the opinions of Yiwu, my eyesight and hearing have 
become better and better, so 1 am going to appoint him to be 
prime minister. However, I dare not make this important 
decision myself. That’s why I am taking the liberty to ask for 
permission of the deceased sovereigns right now, ” He turned 
back and told Guan Zhong, “Assist me, Yiwu!” Guan Zhong 
walked a few steps backwards, bowed to Duke Huan twice, 
accepted the order and left the ancestral temple. When Guan 
Zhong took charge of the government affairs of Qi, every 
action he took resulted in a great contribution to the state. 
However. Duke Huan would reward Baoshu Ya first every 
time awards were conferred. He said, “Thanks to Baoshu, 
the state of Qi has won over (}uanzi. ” Duke Huan really knew 
how to reward his people correctly. When a sovereign is 
going to bestow awards, he must start from the most 
important person. Thus there will be no mistake. 

Sun Shu ’ ao and Shen Yinjing were good friends. Sun 
Shu’ao had been in the capital of Ying of the state of Chu to 
seek the opportunity of being used by the regime there for 
three years, but he had failed to gain a high reputation, and 
no one knew his virtues. Shen Yinjing told Sun Shu’ao, 
“Regarding persuading others to accept your arguments and 
take your advice and tactics, and being able to help the 
sovereign to unify the world, or at least establish one of the 
most powerful states, I am not as capable as you are. 
However, regarding assimilating to society and customs and 
expressing arguments moderately to please the sovereign, you 
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are not as skilful as I am. Why don’t you go back home to 
cultivate your fields and live in seclusion for the time being? I 
am going to attempt to persuade the sovereign for you. ” Shen 
Yinjing had been in the capital of Ying for five years and the 
king of Chu wanted to appoint him to be prime minister. He 
refused the offer and said, “There is a powerless person in Qi 
Si named Sun Shu'ao. He is a sage. Please appoint him to be 
prime minister. I am not as capable as he is. ” Then the king 
of Chu sent his people to pick up Sun Shu’ao with the royal 
cart and appointed him to be prime minister. Twelve years 
later, the king established one of the most powerful states. 
This achievement should be attributed to Shen Yinjing. 
Nothing could be more meritorious than recommending 
sensible people. 

3. On Self-knowledge 

If you want to know whether an object is straight or not, 
you should rely on the yardstick; if you want to know 
whether a square and a circumference are standardized, you 
should rely on the compass and carpenter’ s square. If a 
sovereign wants to know his mistakes, he should rely on 
upright and truthful intellectuals. Hence, the Son of Heaven 
will appoint assistants, the Grand Tutor and the Assistant 
Grand Tutor, to recognize and expose his mistakes. It is 
natural that no one can know himself thoroughly, especially 
sovereigns. When prolonging the existing period of the state 
and safeguarding the throne, it is not necessary to resort to 
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external force.s, because the crucial factor in this case lies in 
the sovereign knowing his mistakes. 

Yao set up a drum for the objectors to beat when they 
wanted to remonstrate directly with him. Shun set up a 
notice-board so that people could put down their criticisms on 
it. Tang appointed an officer to take charge of recording his 
misconducts exclusively, and King Wu made hand drums for 
people who wanted to remonstrate with him. Nevertheless, 
they were still afraid that they might not know all their 
mistakes. The contemporary sovereigns are not as sensible as 
Yao, Shun, Tang and King Wu. However, they prefer to be 
out of touch with reality. How can they manage to know their 
mistakes this way? 

Owing to not knowing their own mistakes, King Cheng 
of the state of Chu and Duke Zhuang of the state of Qi were 
killed. He Lii of the state of Wu and Count Zhi of the state of 
Zhao were overthrown. The state of Song and the state of 
Zhong Shan were ruined. Duke Hui of the state of Jin and 
General Zhao Kuo were held captive, and Zuan Tu, Pang 
Juan and Crown Prince Shen lost their lives after they were 
defeated on the battleground. 

While the Fans were in exile, someone among the 
common people got a huge bell from them. He wanted to put 
it on his back and escape quickly. However, the bell was too 
big to carry. He wanted to fracture it with a mallet, but it 
roared too loudly. He was afraid that someone else would 
hear the noise and come up to seize the bell, so he covered his 
ears with both hands. It was all right if he wanted to prevent 
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others from hearing it. However, it was absolutely wrong if 
he wanted to prevent himself from hearing it. For sovereigns 
who are afraid of knowing their mistakes, it is somewhat the 
same: it is all right if they do not want others to know their 
mistakes. 

Once Marquis Wen of the state of Wei held a banquet to 
treat the court officials and he told them to express their 
opinions about him. Some officials said that he was wise. 
When it was Ren Zuo’s turn to speak, he said, “You are an 
unworthy sovereign. You have conferred the land of Zhong 
Shan on your son instead of on your younger brother after you 
occupied it. For this reason. I know that you are unworthy. ” 
Marquis Wen appeared to be very unhappy and Ren Zuo 
walked out quickly. Zhai Huang was the next one to speak. 
Zhai Huang said, “You are a sage sovereign. As far as 1 
know, if the sovereign is sensible, his officials will express 
their opinions truthfully. Ren Zuo has just talked with you 
frankly, so I know you are sensible and wise. ” Marquis Wen 
was very happy and said, “Could you please call him back?” 
Zhai Huang said, “Why not? I have heard that a loyal official 
will serve his sovereign wholeheartedly. He dares not 
circumvent his duty even though he might offend the 
sovereign and be sentenced to death. Possibly Ren Zuo is still 
at the door. ” Zhai Huang went out to take a look and found 
Ren Zuo at the door as expected. He told him that the 
sovereign wished him to come in. Ren Zuo came back again. 
Marquis Wen went downstairs to welcome him, and he had 
regarded him as the most honourable guest for the rest of his 
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lifetime. Without Zhai Huang, Marquis Wen would have lost 
a loyal official. As for the court official who is able to 
conform to the will of his sovereign to recommend and honour 
the sensible people, possibly it refers to Zhai Huang. 

4. On Bestowing Awards Reasonably 

For the common people, there is no other way to know 
Heaven except for watching the sequence of the four seasons, 
the alternation of heat and coldness and the movement of the 
sun, the moon and the stars. If the four seasons, the heat 
and coldness, the sun, the moon and the stars are all on their 
fixed tracks, myriad creatures with life and blood can live 
peacefully and comfortably. For the court officials, there is 
no other way to know the sovereign except for examining the 
ways he dispenses awards, punishments and confers ranks 
and salaries. If all awards are bestowed reasonably, all 
punishments are executed justifiably and all ranks and salaries 
are conferred fairly, everyone, close or distant, sensible or 
unworthy, will serve him wholeheartedly. 

After Duke Wen of the state of Jin went back to Jin and 
took over the regime, he rewarded everyone who had followed 
him while he was in exile except for Tao Hu. The close 
officials of Duke Wen asked him, “After you came back to 
Jin, you have conferred awards and salaries three times, but 
Tao Hu has been overlooked every time. Would you please 
tell us the reason for that?” Duke Wen said, “For those who 
have assisted me according to the principle of righteousness 
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and edified me with the rules of propriety, I give them the top 
awards? for those who have edified me with the principle of 
benevolence and instructed me with sagacity and virtue, I give 
them the secondary awards; for those who have acted against 
my will to impeach my mistakes, I give them the third-rate 
awards. These three kinds of awards are used to reward the 
meritorious court officials. If I were going to reward the 
gardener, Tao Hu would be the first choice. ” When Xing, 
the chief historian of home affairs of the Zhou Dynasty, heard 
it, he said, “Possibly Duke Wen will be able to establish one 
of the most powerful states! Previously, the sage sovereigns 
would pay more attention to virtues and regarded strength as 
of secondary importance. Marquis Wen ' s way is in 
accordance with that. ” 

The mother of the young sovereign of the state of Qin 
entrusted the government affairs to the court eunuchs and the 
court fell into chaos. The sensible people were not satisfied 
with the situation, so they went to live in seclusion and 
refused to work for the regime. The common people were 
hostile toward the regime and condemned the sovereign. At 
that time, Childe Lian was taking refuge in the state of Wei. 
When he heard this news, he planned to take this chance to 
return to Qin to replace the young sovereign himself. Then he 
went to Fort Zheng Suo with the help of his inferiors and the 
common people. Ran, a low-ranking officer, was in charge of 
the fort and would not let him in. Ran said, “1 adhere to my 
values of morality and justice. Therefore, 1 am very loyal to 
the sovereign. Please give up and leave immediately. ” Childe 
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Lian left for the northern part of the Di area and then he 
headed for Fort Yan Shi from there. This time. Jun Gai, the 
officer in charge of defending the fort, let him in. When the 
mother of the young sovereign heard that information, she 
was very surprised. She ordered the officers to dispatch 
troops to intercept him. Officers and soldiers received the 
military order to confront the invaders near the border. Upon 
leaving, they all said that they were going to confront the 
invaders. However, when they marched halfway, they said 
that they were there to pick up the new sovereign instead of 
attacking the enemy. Then Childe Lian came back along with 
his troops. When they arrived in Yong, his troops 
surrounded the mother of the young .sovereign. She 
committed suicide. Childe Lian was enthroned and was 
addressed as Duke Xian. Duke Xian had a grudge against Ran 
and would punish him severely. He was very thankful to Jun 
Gai and was thinking of rewarding him generously. Jian 
Tuzheng argued with him forcefully, “No. You should not do 
that. Look, so many childes from Qin are taking refuge in 
other states now. If you insist on doing this, the officials will 
vie with each other to let them in. That is disadvantageous to 
you. ” Duke Xian agreed with him. He then absolved Ran, 
appointed Jun Gai to be one of the high-ranking officials and 
rewarded all the officers in charge of defending the forts with 
twenty dan of grain each. Duke Xian really knew how to use 
awards and punishments correctly. People should not be 
rewarded out of favouritism, or be punished out of hostility. 
Awards and punishments are measures taken by the sovereign 
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to examine what kind of results they will have to the receiver. 
If it will lead to a good result, even the hated ones should be 
rewarded; if it will lead to a bad result, even the beloved ones 
should be punished. By doing so, sovereigns of ancient times 
could turn chaotic states into peaceful and well-organized ones 
and turn danger into safety. 

5. On Gathering Oneself Together 

When sovereigns of ancient times were going to take 
some great actions, they would remove the obstructing 
factors first, so that they could obtain whatever they longed 
for and get rid of whatever they hated. That also accounted 
for their great achievements and high reputations. The 
fatuous .sovereigns are not the same. They cannot manage to 
remove the obstructive factors when they are going to take 
some great actions, so they will not succeed. Whether a 
sovereign is able to remove the obstructive factors 
counteracting the great actions he is going to take should be 
the standard used for judging whether he is sensible or 
unworthy. 

If the roe deer runs quickly, a horse cannot catch up with 
it. However, the roe deer will soon be caught if it turns 
around to look back from time to time. A swift horse can 
cover a thousand li in one day if the carriage is light. If it is 
harnessed to a cart with a heavy load, it can only run a few li 
in one day if the burden is too heavy. The sensible people will 
succeed in every action. Nonetheless, they cannot become 
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famous or provide benefits to the foUowing generations 
because there are some foolish and unworthy ones 
encumbering them. 

It is deemed that summer and winter can not come at the 
same time. Weeds and crops can not thrive together. Last 
year’ s store of grain will run out after the crops are 
harvested. All animals with horns do not have upper teeth. 
Trees bearing too much fruit are short, and narrow-minded 
and short-tempered people will not succeed. Hence, when the 
Son of Heaven is doing something, he will not demand it be 
done perfectly, completely or satisfactorily, because things 
will develop in the opposite direction if they become extreme. 
Sovereigns of ancient times knew that it was not possible to 
make the best of both worlds, so they would weigh the 
situation carefully to choose the most important aspects and 
take the most suitable actions. 

People like Kong Qiu, Mo Di and Ning Yue were all 
ordinary people without any power. They weighed a myriad 
of things of the world and drew a conclusion that nothing was 
more important than the principles of the ancient sovereigns. 
They studied them day and night. They would do anything 
that was helpful to improve their knowledge, and they would 
also refuse to do anything that was not helpful to their study. 
It is said that Kong Qiu and Mo Di would study diligently 
during the day and then they could meet King Wen and Duke 
Zhou in person to ask for instruction from them face to face 
during the night. Working that hard, what kind of things 
they could not do? What kind of goals could not be realized 
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successfully? So» work on something wholeheartedly. If you 
still cannot manage to master it, the ghosts will tell you the 
answer. It is not that the ghosts can really tell you the 
answer. You gain it because of your diligence instead of the 
help of the ghosts. Suppose that there were precious swords 
and swift horses, .sovereigns will definitely always appreciate 
them. However, they will give up the sublime actions and 
useful advice after they have tried only once, but they still 
long for fame and safety. Isn’t that difficult? 

Ning Yue used to be a menial person of Zhong Mou and 
was tired of the hardship of farming. He asked his friend, 
“How can I get out of this kind of drudgery?” The friend 
.said, “By learning. You will be famous in thirty years if you 
start to study now. ” Ning Yue said, “1 will make it in fifteen 
years. I will not dare to take any rest while others are 
resting; I will not dare to sleep while others are sleeping. ” 
After he had studied for fifteen years, King Wei of the state 
of West Zhou formally acknowledged him as his mentor. 
Even though arrows travel fast, they will stop at places no 
more than two li away; even though it is slow to walk on 
foot, one can march hundreds of li if one does not give up 
halfway. Talented as Ning Yue was, he had been studying 
without a stop for a long time and became the mentor of a 
sovereign. Didn’t he deserve that? 

Both Yang Youji and Yin Ru were very talented archers. 
Once there was a white ape at the court of the state of Chu, 
and all the excellent archers of Chu could not manage to hit 
it. The king of Chu invited Yang Youji to shoot at it. Yang 
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Youji picked up a bow and arrow and went to the court. The 
ape was hit even before he pulled the bow. It fell down on the 
ground immediately after the arrow was launched. From this 
point of view, Yang Youji had the capability of hitting the 
target spiritually before he launched the arrow. Yin Ru had 
learned driving for three years but still could not master it. 
He was very unhappy with himself. One night, he dreamed of 
learning the Autumn Driving from the master. The next 
morning, he went to see the master. The master looked at 
him and said, “It is not that I am too selfish to teach you the 
skill of driving. 1 am afraid that you are not capable enough to 
comprehend it. Today I am going to show you the skill of the 
Autumn Driving. ” Yin Ru turned round, walked a few steps 
backwards, faced the north to bow to the master twice, and 
then said, “1 have learned it already in a dream during the 
night. ” He then de.scribed the dream to the master, and what 
he had learned was the skill of the Autumn Driving indeed. 
These two above-mentioned intellectuals really knew how to 
pursue knowledge. Therefore, nothing could obstruct them 
from enhancing themselves. So they have been admired by the 
following generations. 

6. On Acting Properly 

A high reputation cannot be obtained by importunity. It 
must be gained by taking the right measures. Reconditioning 
utensils is not dependent on the utensils themselves but on 
the repairers; governing the common people is not dependent 
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on the common people themselves but on the sovereign of 
their state; administering the sovereigns is not dependent on 
the sovereigns themselves but on the Son of Heaven; 
monitoring the Son of Heaven is not dependent on the Son of 
Heaven himself but on his wishes; restraining wishes is not 

4 

dependent on the wishes themselves but on the inborn nature 
of human beings. The innate nature is the root of a myriad of 
things of the world. It cannot be enhanced, nor can it be 
reduced. Therefore, the only way to deal with it is to 
conform to it and act exactly according to it. That should be 
the fixed rule of both Heaven and Earth. Crows will crowd 
around where they discover red flesh; rats will be scared 
away when a cat stays in the hall. When weeds are worn, 
people will know that there is a funeral; when musical 
instruments are displayed, people will know that there is a 
happy event. Tang and King Wu cultivated their virtues, so 
people all over the world submitted to their authority. Jie and 
Zhou overlooked cultivating their virtues, so people all over 
the world left them. Was it necessary for them to claim their 
thoughts openly? It will be in order if the gentlemen can 
examine themselves scrupulously. 

A man in the state of Chu was good at physiognomy and 
he had made no mistake. Thus he became very famous all 
over the slate. King Zhuang of Chu called on him to ask 
about it. The man replied to the king, “I do not know 
anything about physiognomy at all. However, I am good at 
examining the friends of others. Regarding examining an 
ordinary person, if all his friends are dutiful, amiable, 
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simple* prudent and obedient to the edicts, his family will 
definitely become wealthy and he himself will definitely 
become famous and honourable day after day. This is the so- 
called Auspicious Person. Regarding examining a court 
official who is in the service of his sovereign, if all his friends 
are honest, reliable, virtuous and benevolent, the sovereign 
will benefit more and more from him, and his position will be 
promoted daily. This is the so-called Auspicious Court 
Official. Regarding examining a sovereign, if there are many 
sensible and talented court officials and a lot of loyal 
attendants at his court, they will vie with each other to 
remonstrate with him when he has committed something 
wrong. His state will become safer and safer, he himself will 
become more famous and honourable, and people all over the 
world will increasingly submit to him. This is the so-called 
Auspicious Sovereign. Therefore, I am not good at 
physiognomy, but capable of examining the friends of 
others. ” King Zhuang appreciated what he heard very much, 
so he started to look for sensible intellectuals immediately. 
He devoted himself to the state day and night and finally 
established one of the most powerful states. Therefore, the 
sage sovereigns call on people with various talents and skills 
frequently. Nevertheless, instead of aiming at winning them 
over, they hope to accomplish great achievements with their 
help. And all things, big or small, are interrelated with each 
other. It is not that the sage sovereigns would ban themselves 
from going hunting to entertain themselves. They can take 
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these kinds of activities and can also improve themselves in 
these practices. However, the unworthy ones will become 
addicted to them and make themselves more fatuous. It is said 
in the old documents,"Acting arrogantly and unwisely, what 
kind of result will he face except perdition?” 

Once there was a man in the state of Qi and he loved 
hunting very much. He had hunted for a long time but did not 
catch anything. He was ashamed to face his relatives at home 
and also felt embarrassed to meet his friends outside. He then 
thought it over and over again to try to find the reason for it. 
And finally he realized that the problem lay with the hound. 
He looked forward to acquiring a good hound, but he was too 
poor to afford it. He went back home and worked hard in his 
field. Thus his family became wealthy and he could afford a 
good hound. As a result, he caught many wild animals. He 
could always get much more quarry compared with others. 
Not only hunting, but also all other things are somewhat the 
same. There has never been a precedent that a sovereign 
could establish one of the most powerful states or unify the 
whole world without getting well prepared in advance. That 
accounts for the difference between the sage sovereigns and 
the unworthy ones. The wishes of both the sage sovereigns 
and the unworthy ones are all similar to those of the ordinary 
people. In this respect, there would be no difference between 
Yao, King Jie, King You and King Li. Nonetheless, the 
measures they took to fulfil their wishes were quite different 
from each other. Therefore, the sage sovereigns will examine 
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things scrupulously to do whatever they should do and give up 
whatever they should not do. They always take the right 
measures to do things. Thus no external thing can impede 
them, so their achievements are much greater than those of 
the unworthy ones. 
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Discussion on Ostensible Rationality 

1. The Ostensible Rationality 

Many things appear to be preposterous but actually 
they are reasonable. Many things appear to be reasonable 
but actually they are preposterous. Whoever knows that 
reasonable things can change into preposterous ones and 
preposterous things can change into reasonable ones is the 
one who can discuss the development of things. The day 
will become shorter and shorter after the Summer 
Solstice, and it will become longer and longer after the 
Winter Solstice. That is in accordance with the order of 
nature. 

King Zhuang of the state of Chu wanted to attack the 
state of Chen and he sent someone to Chen to investigate the 
actual conditions there. The messenger came back and told 
him, “We should not attack Chen.” King Zhuang asked, 
“Why?” The messenger replied, “Well, their walls are very 
tall and their moat is very deep. Moreover, that state has 
accumulated huge amount of grain and money. ” Minister 
Ning Guo said, “Well, from my point of view, we can attack 
it. Chen is a small state. Nonetheless, if it has accumulated 
huge amounts of grain and money, it means that they have 
been levying very heavy taxes on the people. Thus the 
common people will have a grudge against their sovereign. 
Their walls are tall and their moat is deep. That means that 
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the people must have been overly used and become 
exhausted. If we launch military action against Chen, we can 
defeat and occupy it. ” King Zhuang took Ning Guo’s advice 
and occupied the state of Chen. 

The reason why Tian Chengzi has taken control over the 
regime of the state of Qi till now is that he has a kind and 
brave elder brother named Wanzi. The state of Yue 
dispatched troops to attack Qi and they scolded Tian Chengzi, 
“Why did you murder the former sovereign and usurp the 
throne?” Tian Chengzi was worrying about this very much. 
Wanzi asked for permission to lead the intellectuals and high- 
ranking court officials to confront the troops of Yue. He 
promised that he would definitely manage to be defeated by 
the enemy and also fight to death on the battleground after 
the debacle. Tian Chengzi said, "It is fine for you to confront 
the troops of Yue. However, you said that you would 
definitely manage to be defeated and fight to death on the 
battleground after the debacle. I really cannot understand 
you. ” Wanzi said, “Since you have usurped the throne, the 
common people are hostile towards you. Moreover, some of 
the sensible and virtuous ministers have lost their lives 
because of that and as a result, all court officials are feeling 
ashamed. In my opinion, both the people working for the 
government and the public of our state are in fear. Now the 
troops of Yue are attacking us. I am going to lead the sensible 
and virtuous people to confront them, and if we are defeated, 
all these sensible and virtuous people will lose their lives on 
the battleground. Even those who survive will not dare to 
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come back to our state again, so you will only have their 
orphans and widows in the state. So I think our state will be 
safe this way. ” When Wanzi left, Tian Chengzi saw him off 
with tears in his eyes. Regarding death and debacle, everyone 
is disgusted with these kinds of things. However, Wanzi 
secured the safety of the state by doing that. Is there only one 
way to do things? Therefore, as for sovereigns who are 
concerned with listening to useful advice and intellectuals who 
are engaged in pursuing knowledge, they must learn hard to 
grasp as much information as possible. 

While Yin Duo was governing Jin Yang for Zhao Jianzi, 
he went to Xin Jiang to ask for instructions from Zhao Jianzi. 
Jianzi said, “Go back and destroy those defences built up by 
Zhong Xingyin and Fan Jishe after they had besieged me. I 
am going to pay a visit to Jin Yang in person. If those 
defences are still there, they will remind me of Zhong Xingyin 
and Fan Jishe. ” However, Yin Duo returned and enlarged 
them. When Jianzi visited Jin Yang, he saw these defences 
and was outraged. He shouted, “Oh! Yin Duo has cheated 
me!” He then occupied the suburbs, and was going to send 
someone to kill Yin Duo. Sun Ming pleaded with him, “In my 
opinion, Yin Duo should be rewarded. I think he is trying to 
tell you that a sovereign is likely to be overly indulged in 
pleasure when he encounters some kinds of entertainments. 
On the other hand, he will use all his efforts to make the 
state prosperous when he sees something worrisome. That is 
in accordance with the nature of human beings. Now the 
defences will remind you of the troubles, needless to say what 
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the court officials and the common people will feel when they 
see them. If it is good for the state and the sovereign, Yin 
Duo will do it even though he might be punished doubly. On 
the other hand, everyone knows how to comply with the 
edicts to please the sovereign, especially Yin Duo. Please 
think it over again. ” Jianzi said, “I almost make a big mistake 
without you. ” He then rewarded Yin Duo for extricating the 
sovereign from disaster. As for sovereigns, the most virtuous 
ones are those who will act in accordance with the fixed 
principles; the second best ones are those who do not act 
according to the fixed principles sometimes but will correct 
their mistakes in time. As for the latter, even though they 
have not reached the Great Sagacity, they are much better 
than those who have turned their states into chaos. Jianzi 
belongs to the latter. The common problem of the 
contemporary sovereigns is that they are ashamed of not 
knowing something, inclined to take action according to their 
own will and too arrogant to listen to useful advice. As a 
result, they will get into trouble. Nothing can be more 
ignominious. 

2. On Classifying Things 

If one realizes that there are still many things he has not 
mastered, he is wise. For those who have committed 
mistakes, their problem is that they always consider 
themselves to be wise even though they are indeed unwise. 
Many things are specious, and many people appear to be 
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wise* but actually they are unwise. Therefore, events such as 
the perdition of the state and the murder of the common 
people take place constantly without end. As for the two 
medicinal herbs, asarum and arrowroot, if one eats one of 
them, he will die. If one eats them together, his lifespan can 
be prolonged. Both the scorpions and the wisteria are 
poisonous, but it is healthy if the two are mixed and taken 
together. Lacquer is a kind of liquid and water is a kind of 
liquid too. Nonetheless, if these two things are combined, 
the mixture will coagulate. The moister it is, the quicker it 
will dry. Copper is very soft and tin is very soft. 
Nonetheless, if these two materials are combined together, 
they will become rigid. But it will change into liquid again if it 
is heated with fire. Some things will be dehydrated when they 
encounter moisture or water, and other things will be 
liquefied when they are set on fire. It is natural that the 
shapes of things are not fixed, so how could they be mastered 
by analogizing? A small square and a big one belong to the 
same category and a pony and a horse belong to the same 
category too. But petty tricks and wisdom are quite different 
from each other. 

There was a man named Gongsun Chuo in the state of 
Lu. He told others that he could make the dead come back to 
life. People asked bim how he managed to do that. He said, 
“1 can always cure hemiplegia. So, I can make the dead come 
back to life by using the double medications I use to heal 
hemiplegia. ” Some things can only work in a small field but 
cannot work in a large field. Some things can only work on 



1167 




s 

* 

m 

ife 





1168 


SL,A^^ZWUk^m^X^ZW\:k^m, 

Kttfc. + 

48 *I ^-it: “ #J S, 4S-* ^1«'2r «t.-t &-IL ^5^ 5>l ^ 4fl . ■# 6 49 * W 
, *tSt i!fr 5L1^ 4fl. tt 4. ^ A-iJt,: “ 6 4 l ^ ^ Ic-fef. 

*&4t^*l;PS-«.-t6 48i?f6^5iI.*t^BL:f Ig-i* A;f *1fl. atiL.^ 
4fl T *t ^ 4f-. ■£-T .tt ^ 4fr »f. 4i St ^ * *r *f A 4 ,-t-ui #-) i-l ? ” 

*>1 W ^ ^ a ^ A t. 42 ^ A t;. ?!; *f. A ^{j Jif. ii A/. 6^ ist. ife 

i4A6^. fffyU.,-ko^tlt%^ms 4l4i-4^Ait^^4tOi 

^#t5t-^-JK-0 'W/f St ii7fe.it. ft-iL A ^E«') T , S J*.#']-bt^- 


ife, jjr,-it. 4. »■ A 4*. A # :f ffl 4^ -» 0 , 
4f-g'itit4«i^.4)l[«iit'-'**t)Jt4?f| 'I'4i, *. ;^ i it ft 4? Jt] *. 
46, 441fe-?-4#iAA 

^ it ;! a «. ;F $ 4^. ft A 4^ * ? 


components but cannot work on the whole. 

A connoisseur of swords said< “White shows the rigidity 
of the sword and yellow shows the pliability of it. The 
mottled sword combined with white and yellow is not only 
lithe but also sharp. Therefore, it is an excellent sword. ” An 
antagonist said. “White shows that the sword is not pliable 
and yellow shows that it is not rigid. The combination of 
white and yellow shows that the sword is neither lithe nor 
rigid. Moreover, the blade will be turned easy if it is too lithe 
and it will break easy if it is too rigid. How could you say that 
it is a good one if it is both easy to turn and easy to break?” 
The quality of the sword had not changed. Nonetheless, 
some consider it to be good, but the others consider it to be 
bad. It depends on the personal opinions of the people 
examining it. Therefore, if the discussions of others are 
listened to with perspicacity, all nonsense talkers will have to 
shut up; if the discussions of others are not listened to with 
perspicacity, there will be no difference between Yao and Jie. 
That accounts for problems that worry loyal court officials 
and the dismissal of sensible people. 

As for the actions in accordance with the principles of 
morality and justice, if they are taken to a small extent, it 
will lead to small good fortunes, and if they are taken to a 
large extent, it will lead to big good fortunes. Nevertheless, 
the misfortunes are not the same. Even a small mistake is not 
as good as not having committed any mistake at all. An 
archer would like to hit the smallest possible target, but a 
hunter would wish to hit the biggest possible animal. It is 
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natural that things are not fixed* so how could they be 
mastered simply by analogizing? 

Gao Yangying was thinking of building a new house. 
The carpenter told him, “We cannot do it right now. The 
timbers are not thoroughly dry. They will definitely become 
crooked if we put marl on them now. If we build the house 
with timbers that are not dry enough, it will collapse sooner 
or later even though it might appear safe for the time being. ” 
Gao Yangying said, “In my opinion, the house will not 
collapse. The timbers will get tougher and tougher after they 
lose moisture. On the other hand, the marl will get lighter 
and lighter. Supporting things getting lighter and lighter with 
things becoming tougher and tougher will ensure that the 
house will not collapse. ” The carpenter did not know what to 
say and accepted the order to build it. The house looked great 
at first. But as expected, it collapsed finally. Gao Yangying 
was good at petty tricks, but he had no common sense at all. 

Suppose that the swiftest horses such as Ji, Ao and Lu 
Er run against the sun as fast as they could towards the west, 
they would find that the sun is still in front of them at 
twilight. As for our eyes, it is natural that there are things 
beyond the limit of our eyesight; as for our intelligence, it is 
natural that there are things beyond the limit of our 
cognition; as for the reason of a myriad of things, it is natural 
that there are things unexplainable. Human beings sometimes 
cannot manage to understand the reasons for the current 
situation of things, so the sages have set up systems of law 
according to the laws of nature to prevent groundless 
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conclusions. 

3. On Sticking to Fixed Rules 

A sage sovereign will listen to the comments of others 
according to the fixed rules* so he will not make any mistake. 
If a person adheres to some fixed rules and listens to the 
comments of others according to these rules, he cannot be 
hoodwinked, perplexed or terrified, nor can he be pleased by 
tricks. According to the intelligence of the ordinary people, 
they cannot be confused with things they know, but will be 
confused with things beyond the limit of their knowledge. 
Therefore, it is easy to cheat, perplex, terrify and please 
them. 

Once a guest asked Jizi, “How could Yao know that 
Shun was talented?” Jizi said, “Yao had already put the world 
in perfect order. And Shun’s opinions on governing the world 
were exactly in accordance with Yao’s. Therefore, he knew 
that Shun was talented.” The guest asked again, “Even 
though he was capable of governing the world, how could 
Yao know that he was not going to take advantage of it to 
benefit himself?” Jizi said, “Those who are really capable of 
governing the world must know the innate nature of life well. 
Therefore, they must be unselfish. Furs are not worn during 
the summer not out of frugality, but because it is already very 
hot} fans are put aside during the winter not out of frugality, 
but because it is already very cold. Sages do not take 
advantage of the world out of frugality, but because they 
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restrain their wishes. Being able to restrain their wishes* 
even ordinary people can manage to remove their cupidity and 
indecent thoughts, let alone the sages. ” 

Xu You refused to take the authority over the world not 
out of affectation, but because he knew the innate nature of 
life. 

Disciples and followers of Kong Qiu and Mo Di, are 
found all over the world, and they are all trying to edify 
people of the world with the principles of benevolence and 
righteousness. However, their ideas have not been accepted 
yet. Even their masters, Kong Qiu and Mo Di, themselves 
could not manage to make others accept and use their ideas, 
how could their disciples and followers manage to make them 
do so? What is the reason for that? These people all consider 
the principles of benevolence and righteousness as external 
forces. As for using external forces to conquer innermost 
selfish wishes, even the powerless common people cannot 
manage to do that, let alone sovereigns. These principles of 
benevolence and righteousness can only be popularized only 
when the innate nature of life is mastered. 

Even sovereigns of ancient times were not omniscient. 
They adhered to Tao. Thus a myriad of things of the world 
could be well organized. The factor making people deviate 
from Tao is the temptation of external forces. So, it is said 
that all the perplexity of thoughts should be tackled, all the 
bewilderment in the heart should be untangled, all the 
encumbrance of the virtues should be removed, and all the 
obstacles in the way should be swept away. Honour, wealth. 
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power* might* fame and interests are the six things confusing 
thoughts. Appearance, behaviour, expression, verbalism, 
will and emotion are the six things deluding the heart. 
Disinclination* inclination, pleasure, anger, sadness and joy 
are the six things burdening the virtues. Acumen, capability, 
betrayal, adherence, acquiescence and abjuration are the six 
things blocking the path to Tao. Purity of thoughts can be 
obtained only by getting rid of all these four kinds of 
counteracting factors. When purity is obtained, one will 
become even-tempered. When one is even-tempered, the 
heart will become crystal-clear. When the heart is crystal- 
clear* one can reach the state of nothingness. When the state 
of nothingness is reached, one can do everything by not 
taking any action. 

4. On Clarifying Duties 

Sovereigns of ancient times could use things not 
belonging to themselves as if they were using their own 
possessions* because they knew the right way to maintain the 
throne. As for a sovereign, he should adhere to the state of 
nothingness, stick to simplicity and appear to be unwise, so 
he can make the best use of the wisdom of the masses. The 
wisest person appears to be incapable, so he can make the 
best use of the capabilities of the masses. The most talented 
person sticks to the rules of letting things take their own 
course, so the masses can accomplish some achievements. 
Getting rid of wisdom, capability, and letting things take 



1177 





4hAe;2:$lM^*a 

4-S « #. fS B&. *c S ss if qJc ^H ^ 3 iF^ e #. [fli ^ ± A. ± A 

14-ifl 

-f £-f-•lii.i£4-a;ptbjf*.ffl s 

A i ^ i*tt <i A £, it ii i ^ A ^>r ft flfc ^ * t, A i-tt-^ 

#. © *> IS) Jft ffl il iilft 

1) CitW.lifethf AW>^«^-fr^«feit-l--f 
f - E 5,. it # ;f-*. *1]-e, it it it« 93.-e . tf ;g-A 


their own course should be the most important rules for 
sovereigns to adhere to. However, muddle-headed sovereigns 
are not the same. They show off their wisdom by right of 
their own intelligence, show off their abilities by right of their 
own abilities and also force themselves to do things by right of 
their own achievements. In this case, they juxtapose 
themselves with the court officials. Under such 
circumstances, even if they still do not want to be blocked off 
from reality, even Shun could not manage to do that. 

King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty used to have five 
assistants. As for everything done by these five people. King 
Wu himself could not have managed to do them in person. 
However, people all over the world agree that it was King 
Wu who had unified the world. As a sovereign, King Wu 
knew how to govern the world correctly, so he could use 
things not belonging to himself as if he were using his own 
possessions. As for sovereigns knowing this rule, they can 
let the wise exert their wisdom to plan for them, let the brave 
exert their prowess to serve them and let the eloquent exert 
their capability to express their useful ideas and advice for 
them. As for a horse, let it be examined by Bo Le and tamed 
by Zao Fu, and then the sage sovereign will harness it to his 
carriage. Thus he can travel one thousand li in one day. It is 
not necessary for him to examine or tame the horse himself, 
but he can enjoy the fruit of travelling one thousand li in one 
day, because he knows the right way to rein the horse. 

For instance, when a banquet is held and guests are 
invited, music and dance will be performed when the 
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atmosphere reaches the highest level to add to the fun. 
Nonetheless, on the next day, the guests will say thanks to 
the host instead of to the entertainers who have pleased them, 
because it is the host who has made the arrangement. The 
way sovereigns of ancient times accomplished great 
achievements and gained high reputations is somewhat the 
same. They used the capable and sensible people to 
accomplish great achievements and gain high reputations. 
Nonetheless, instead of attributing these contributions to 
their assistants, people all over the world would attribute 
them to the sovereigns, because they had arranged for those 
officials to do so. For another example, when it comes to 
erecting buildings, people will definitely employ skilful 
carpenters and artisans. Why? Because the buildings will not 
be stable or look good if the carpenters and artisans who make 
them are not skilful. And a state is of first importance. If the 
state is not well governed, aren’t the troubles it causes much 
more severe than those caused by a building of bad quality? 
When skilful carpenters and artisans are making buildings, 
they will definitely use compasses to make circumferences, 
use squares to make rectangles and use yardsticks to make 
straight lines. After the building is finished, the carpenters 
and artisans will be rewarded by the owner, but these tools, 
such as the compasses, squares and yardsticks, will be left in 
oblivion. And after all the work is finished, others do not 
know who the carpenters and artisans are, but they all praise 
in one voice, “How wonderful it is! This is the building of 
His Majesty. ” This argument must be examined 
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scrupulously. Sovereigns who do not know the right 
principles of governing their states are not the same. They 
are not able to take some actions in person. When they 
allocate these tasks to sensible people, they cannot feel 
relieved. Moreover, they will also discuss them with the 
unworthy. Therefore, their achievements will be destroyed, 
their reputations will be hurt, and their states will be 
endangered. 

Jujubes are borne by thorns and furs are made of fox 
skins. However, these things are eaten and worn respectively 
by human beings. It is natural that sovereigns of ancient 
times used things not belonging to themselves as if they were 
using their own pos.sessions. Both Tang and King Wu had 
captured all the people, lands and treasure of the Xia Dynasty 
and the Shang Dynasty within one day. They used the people 
of the Xia Dynasty and the Shang Dynasty to safeguard their 
authority over the throne, and people all over the world did 
not dare to threaten them. They used the territories of the 
Xia Dynasty and the Shang Dynasty to confer feudatories, and 
people all over the world did not dare to appear to be unhappy 
with them. They used the treasure of the Xia Dynasty and the 
Shang Dynasty to reward their subjects, and people all over 
the world vied with each other to work for them. They did 
not dispense their own possessions, but people all over the 
world admired and praised their great benevolence and 
righteousness, because they knew exactly how to use things 
not belonging to them. 

After Duke Bai Sheng had stirred up a rebellion and 
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usurped the regime of the state of Chu, he wavS reluctant to 
share the treasure stored at the exchequer with others. Seven 
days after the event. Shi Qi told him. “Big trouble is 
impending. If you are reluctant to share the treasure with 
others, please set it on fire and do not let others obtain it and 
then use it to act against us. ” Duke Bai would not do that 
either. On the ninth day, Duke Ye broke into the capital and 
distributed to the common people the treasure stored at the 
exchequer and the weapons kept in the national armoury. 
Then he took this chance to attack Duke Bai. On the 
nineteenth day, Duke Bai fought to death. The state did not 
belong to him. but he wished to occupy it himself. Thus he 
can be called the greediest person. And after he occupied the 
state, he could not use it to benefit himself, nor could he use 
it to benefit others. Thus he can be addressed as the most 
stupid person. The cupidity of Duke Bai is somewhat the 
same with the crow’s love for her brood j she takes good care 
of them, but will be eaten by them in return. 

Duke Ling of the state of Wei ordered the people to dig 
the moat during the coldest time. Wan Chun remonstrated 
with him. “I am afraid that it will do harm to the common 
people if we are going to make this large-scale construction at 
the coldest time. ” Duke Ling asked, “Is it cold?” Wan Chun 
said. “You are wearing furs made of fox skins and sitting on 
the mat made of bear skins. Moreover, there is also a furnace 
at the corner of your room. Of course you do not feel cold. 
As for the common people, they cannot patch their shabby 
clothes or repair their shabby shoes. You are not feeling cold. 
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but they are suffering from coldness. ” Duke Ling said, “You 
speak wisely!” Then the he ordered the construction to stop. 
Then close officials persuaded Duke Ling, “You have issued 
the order to dig the moat. Nonetheless, you do not know that 
it is cold and Wan Chun reminded you of that. Now you are 
issuing the order to stop the construction because of Wan 
Chun'a advice. The common people will be thankful to Wan 
Chun but hostile against you. ” Duke Ling said, “No, I do not 
agree with you. Wan Chun used to be an ordinary person with 
no power at all and I have used him at my court. But the 
common people haven’t known him yet. Now they are going 
to know him. So, if Wan Chun carries out some benevolent 
conducts, these acts can be attributed to me as well. Can’t 
Wan Chun’s benevolent conducts be regarded as mine?” This 
appreciation of Wan Chun shows that Duke Ling really knew 
the principles of a sovereign. 

As for a sovereign, it is natural that he does not have any 
fixed duty at all. The only thing he should do is to allocate 
tasks to the court officials according to their positions. 
Whether the tasks can be finished successfully or not, the 
court officials should take the corresponding responsibility. 
And whether they should be rewarded or punished should be 
judged exactly according to the law. Is it necessary for the 
sovereign to bother himself to handle everything in person? If 
he governs a state like that, people will not be thankful to 
him even though they are rewarded, nor will they be hostile 
against him even though they are punished. As a result, 
everyone will examine himself to make sure that he has 
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performed his duty correctly. Thus the state can be governed 
perfectly. 

5. On Adhering to One’s Duty 

When governing a state, it is of first importance to 
clarify the duty of everyone, sovereign or court official, 
father or son, husband or wife. If tbe above-mentioned six 
kinds of people all stick to their duties, the powerless will not 
act against the law or the rules of propriety, the powerful will 
not do anything according to their own will, the young will 
not become ferocious or wicked, and the old will not become 
arrogant or negligent. The function of metal is different from 
that of wood, the use of water is different from that of fire, 
and the innate nature of Yin is different from that of Yang. 
However, all of them can provide some benefits for human 
beings. From this point of view, they are the same. 
Therefore, difference is used to back up identity, and identity 
might cause some threats to the difference. Sovereigns of 
ancient times would be extremely cautious with the distinction 
between difference and identity, the order between the 
powerful and the powerless and the principles held by the 
young and the old respectively, because these factors were 
crucial in deciding whether the state would be at peace or in 
chaos. 

When an archer is concentrating on observing a tiny 
feather, he will overlook the wall; when a painter is 
concentrating on observing the hair, he will overlook the 



# 


1189 



s 

K 

» 

ik 

H 

ife 

s 



1190 


?F ^ t ^ 1^ ifli ^ » ^It ffl. IPJ ^ ^ S1^ ffii IS A ^ ifi] 

:!i'i4A±^S>&^;5Li']ii*t,-t.it>y.#.4^A ±«>6 -^s. 

* 




i ^♦ 7-4 « ? FA« H JK ^ «t-tT « S , it a ^ 4^ ^ ill 


face. That shows that enough attention must be paid to 
mastering the most important factor of things scrupulously. 
Otherwise, if the most important factor is not mastered, even 
Yao and Shun could not manage to put the world in order. 
Hence, all troubles start from things or people close to the 
sovereign and then they will reach the distant areas, and they 
must start from the most important factor and then affect the 
insignificant ones, (iood order of a well-governed peaceful 
state also follows the same sequence. The state of Yu was 
ruined when Batli Xi was staying there, but the state of Qin 
became one of the most powerful states when he was staying 
there. The regime of the Shang Dynasty was toppled when 
Xiang Zhi was working there, but the Zhou Dynasty unified 
the world when he was staying there. Baili Xi was not less 
intelligent when he was living in Yu, and the historical 
documents taken care of by Xiang Zhi were not less valuable 
when he was working for the Shang Dynasty. The perdition 
of the slate of Yu and the Shang Dynasty were accountable to 
their sovereigns’ negligence of the most important factor in 
governing their states. When Baili Xi was living in Qin, his 
intelligence had not been improved; when Xiang Zhi was 
living in the Zhou Dynasty, his historical documents had not 
been amended. The prosperity of Qin and Zhou were 
accountable to the fact that their sovereigns had mastered the 
most important factor in governing their states. And the so- 
called most important factor refers to clarifying the duty of 
everyone. 

The king of the state of Qi sent Zhangzi to lead troops to 
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attack the state of Chu along with the troops of the state of 
Han and the state of Wei. The state of Chu sent Tang Mie to 
lead their troops to confront them. Both sides were ready for 
fighting, but the fight still had not started after six months of 
waiting and seeing. Zhou Zui was sent by the king of Qi to 
urge Zhangzi to engage in battle immediately and the words of 
Zhou Zui were very pungent. Zhangzi told Zhou Zui, “His 
Majesty might kill me, dismiss me from office or execute all 
my relatives. However, he could not coerce me to fight when 
the right time has not come, nor could he stop me from 
fighting when the right time comes. ” Zhangzi deployed his 
troops along the Zi River, and the troops of Chu were 
deployed directly on the other side of the water. Zhangzi sent 
someone to test the water to find a place from where they 
might cross the river. However, the troops of Chu constantly 
launched arrows and the messenger could not approach the 
riverside at all. A man who was cutting grass on the riverside 
told the messenger of Qi, “It is very easy to know where the 
water is shallow and where it is deep. The water at all places 
where the troops of Chu are guarding vigilantly is shallow; it 
is deep at places where they are guarding mindlessly. ” The 
messenger then took the man back with his cart to see 
Zhangzi. Zhangzi was very happy. He then used selected 
warriors to attack the places where the troops of Chu were 
guarding vigilantly at night and they crossed the river as 
expected. Tang Mie was killed. Zhangzi really knew his duty 
as a general. 

Once Marquis Zhaoli of the state of Han went hunting 
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and he realized that the strap on the horse harnessed to the 
side of his carriage was getting loose. Sitting on the carriage* 
Maquis Zhaoli told his driver, “Isn’t one side of the strap 
getting loose?” “Yes, it is,” said the driver. When they 
arrived at the hunting area, the carriage stopped and Marquis 
Zhaoli went to shoot birds. The warrior sitting on the right 
side of the carriage used the time to fasten the strap. After 
the marquis finished hunting, he was ready to go back and got 
on the carriage. After a while, he said, “One side of the strap 
was getting loose a moment ago, but now it is all right again. 
Why?” The warrior sitting behind him said, “I have just 
fastened it. ” Because of that, after Marquis Zhaoli went back 
to the palace, he scolded the official in charge of 
transportation. That night, both the official and the warrior 
left their home to sleep outside to apologize to him. So, if the 
subjects take actions out of their own accord, even though 
they have done things correctly, it is not acceptable to the 
sage sovereigns. 

Suppose that someone pretended to be the sovereign 
him.self to issue false orders, and he could protect the state 
from a severe disaster, moreover, he could tell the weight of 
things as accurately as the scale did and make circumferences 
and .squares as perfectly as the figures made with the 
compasses and squares, we should not follow this kind of 
person even though he was skilful and talented indeed. The 
so-called regulations are rules that must be complied with 
wholeheartedly by everyone, sensible or unworthy. 
Sovereigns of ancient times would abandon ideas or actions 
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not in accordance with their laws. 


6. On Being Cautious with Details 

The status of a sovereign is powerful and honourable, 
and that of the court officials is powerless and humble, so it is 
not possible for the powerless and humble officials to know 
the sovereign by examining those insignificant things done by 
him. Thus the powerful and honourable one will become 
arrogant and as a result, he will overlook the insignificant 
things. When the insignificant things are overlooked, it is not 
possible for the sovereign to know his court officials, nor is it 
possible for the court officials to know their sovereign. When 
the sovereign and the court officials cannot understand each 
other, the sovereign will blame the court officials, and the 
court officials will become hostile against him. According to 
the common feelings of the court officials, they cannot 
wholeheartedly serve the sovereign they hate. According to 
the common feelings of a sovereign, he cannot take good care 
of the court officials he blames. That accounts for the 
alienation between the sovereign and his court officials. 
Therefore, a sage sovereign will be cautious about 
insignificant things to manifest his own feelings. 

If there were only one mole cricket in a huge dyke, it 
would lead to a severe flood. Towns would be inundated and 
many people would drown. If there were only one spark 
flying out from the chimney, it would cause a devastating 
fire, ruin the whole building and burn all property. If a 
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general issued one unsuitable military order, it would lead to 
a debacle and he would lose his own life. If a sovereign spoke 
one unsuitable sentence, it would lead to the perdition of the 
state, and he would become notorious and be derided by the 
following generations. 

Duke Xian of the state of Wei invited Sun Linfu and Ning 
Zhi for dinner and there were swan geese gathering in the 
garden. The official in charge of the mountain forests and 
lakes reported it to Duke Xian. Duke Xian went to the garden 
to shoot them. Sun Linfu and Ning Zhi waited for their 
sovereign, but Duke Xian did not show up until it was dark. 
After he came back, he went to see them without taking off 
his fur hat. Sun Linfu and Ning Zhi were very unhappy with 
him, so they dethroned him and then enthroned Childe Qian 
to he the new sovereign. After Duke Zhuang took over the 
regime, he was thinking of getting rid of Shi Pu. Once he 
climbed to a high platform to look around and saw the .state of 
Rong. He asked, “What's that?” The attendant said, “That 
is the state of Rong, ” Duke Zhuang .said, “Both the Son of 
Heaven of the Zhou Dynasty and 1 share the same family 
name, Ji. How dare the Rong People set up a state on our 
territory?” He then sent troops there to devastate their homes 
and ruin the state. At that time, the state of Jin was 
launching military action against the state of Wei. The Rong 
People took this chance to associate with Shi Pu to attack 
Duke Zhuang and killed him. After that event, Childe Qi was 
enthroned. The failure of Duke Zhuang lay in that he had not 
been cautious with the insignificant things. According to the 
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nature of human beings, people will not stumble over huge 
mountains, but they are easily tripped by hillocks. 

After Duke Huan took over the regime of the slate of Qi, 
he had only spoken three sentences during the first three 
years. People all over the world praised his sagacity and 
virtue, and all the court officials were very happy with him. 
These three sentences were: “Get rid of all the carnivorous 
animals from the national garden”, “Get rid of all the crop¬ 
consuming birds from the palaces” and "Get rid of all the 
rahbit nets made of silk”. 

When Wu Qi was in charge of Xi He. he wished to show 
the common people his honesty. On the first day he assumed 
office, he sent someone to erect a tree-trunk outside the 
southern gate of the capital during the night. He then issued 
an order to the common people living in the capital city as 
follows; “Whoever can pull down the tree-trunk erected 
outside the southern gate tomorrow will be appointed to be 
chief of the high-ranking officials of my government. ” 
However, no one went to pull down the tree-trunk till 
twilight on the next day. People discussed it with each other. 
“That promise is unbelievable. ” And then one of them said, 
“Let me have a try to pull it down. It does not matter even if 
I might not be rewarded, doesn’t it?” He then pulled down 
the trunk and went to see Wu Qi. Wu Qi interviewed him in 
person. He also saw him off and appointed him to be chief of 
the high-ranking court officials. That night, another tree- 
trunk was erected again and the same order was issued to the 
common people living in the capital. They all went to the 
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southern gate to pull the trunk. However, this time no one 
was rewarded because the trunk was buried much deeper. 
People trusted the awardvS and punishments dispensed by Wu 
Qi ever since then. If the common people consider all awards 
and punishments to be credible, will there be any action not 
resulting in success? Besides military actions, that can be 
applied to other fields as well. 
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Discussion on the Deportment of Intellectuals 


1. The Deportment of Intellectuals 

Intellectuals are not biased or engaged in building up 
cliques. They look weak but are tough in the heart, look 
quiet but are strong in the heart. They always appear to be 
aboveboard and are free from selfish motives. It seems that 
they have left their own existence in oblivion. They overlook 
the details and concentrate themselves on the most important 
ideals. It appears that they are timid. However, they cannot 
be terrified or threatened. They always stick to their values 
and cannot be humiliated or damaged. They will adhere to 
principles of morality and justice even though they might be in 
trouble or their lives are threatened, and they will not be 
arrogant even though they might be enthroned and face the 
south to give orders. They will think of conquering overseas 
areas once they take control of the regimes. They are so 
sublime that they will never be concerned with seeking 
insignificant interests. They are so refined that they are 
capable of safeguarding the whole world. They will not attach 
themselves to powerful and wealthy people, nor will they 
object to associate with those who are in poverty. They are 
virtuous and sublime, stick to the fixed principles and are 
ashamed of using tricks and deceitful means. They are 
extremely open-minded, will never speak ill of others but 
focus on very ambitious ideals. It is difficult to tempt them 
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with material things since they will not do anything against 
their values. That is the demeanour of the honourable 
intellectuals. 

In the state of Qi» there was a man who was very good at 
examining the quality of dogs. Once his neighbour asked him 
to buy a dog for him to catch rats. The man had spent one 
year finding such a dog and told his neighbour, “This is a nice 
dog. ” The neighbour raised it for several years, but the dog 
did not catch any rats at all. The neighbour then told him 
about it. The man who was good at examining dogs said, 
“This is such a fine dog that it is aimed at catching animals 
like roes, elks, boars and deer instead of rats. If you want to 
make it catch rats, you should fetter it. ” The neighbour 
fettered the hind legs of the dog and it started to catch rats 
ever since then. The outstanding temperament of Ji Ao and 
the high aspiration of the swan goose can be comprehended by 
human beings because of the pure faithfulness of this kind of 
temperament and aspiration. Human beings are somewhat the 
same. If they have such faithful temperament and aspiration, 
they will be reflected in their appearances. How could that be 
explained then? That is the so-called expression without being 
expressed with words. 

A guest visited Tian Pian. He dressed himself up very 
elegantly, behaved himself very decently, and his expressions 
were very humble and penetrating. Tian Pian let him finish 
his talk, but refused to accept him. After the guest left, Tian 
Plan’s disciples asked him, “Is this guest an intellectual?” 
Tian Pian said, “I am afraid not. Regarding things the guest 
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tried to cover up and thovse he paid attention to» they are 
exactly negligible to the intellectuals; regarding things the 
intellectuals will try to cover up or pay attention to, they are 
negligible to the guest. Possibly this guest might not be an 
intellectual. ” So, it is said that if the torch can only light up 
one corner, the other half of the room will still be dark. If the 
hones are premature, they will not be strong enough and the 
body will definitely not develop fully. If the masses do not 
pay any attention to principles of morality and justice but are 
only concerned with improving their appearances, they will 
become very deceitful and wicked. If they are wicked, they 
cannot accomplish great achievements. If they are engaged in 
collecting wealth but do not give alms, no state could manage 
to unify the world even though it might be powerful and 
strong. Moreover, troubles and disasters will take place 
every day. Therefore, the demeanour of the gentlemen is as 
fine as the jade produced by Kun Lun Mountain and as stable 
and reliable as the huge trees growing on the lofty mountains. 
They are unsophisticated and simple, cautious in their words 
and deeds and also mindful of the development of things. 
They will never become overbearing. They work very 
diligently, make their choices very seriously and are also very 
simple. 

When Tang Shang was old enough to serve as an official 
in charge of historical documents, his friend thought that he 
was going to look for such a job, so he mentioned it in front 
of him. Tang Shang said, “It is not that I am not qualified for 
serving as an official in charge of historical documents or 
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cannot manage to get a job like that, but that I am ashamed of 
accepting such a position. ” The friend did not believe him. 
After the troops of the state of Wei had besieged Han Dan, 
Tang Shang persuaded King Hui of Wei to withdraw his 
troops. Thus Han Dan was saved from a big divsaster. The 
state of Zhao conferred on him the land of Bo Yang. Till then 
did his friend realize that he was really ashamed of serving as 
an official in charge of historical documents. After some 
time, the friend went to see Tang Shang and begged him to 
get a position for his elder brother. Tang Shang said, “All 
right. If the sovereign of the state of Wei dies, I will 
enthrone your brother. ” The friend stood up, bowed to him 
twice and took it seriously. The problem of stupid people is 
that they would not believe credible things but would take 
those unbelievable ones for granted. As for a sovereign, if he 
knows the innate nature of human beings, but cannot examine 
himself according to it, will it be of any use even if he could 
unify the whole world? So, nothing could be more harmful 
than stupidity. The problem of stupid people is that they are 
normally perverse. If the sovereign is perverse, the shallow 
and uneducated people will pander to him and congratulate 
him. Keeping a state this way would be no better than not 
possessing it at all. The reason why ancient sovereigns 
devolved their authority over the world onto the sensible 
people was based on that. They did not do that out of hatred 
towards their own offspring or for the sake of inflated fame. 
They did so to return to the innate nature of life. 
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2. On Focusing on Great Goals 


I have done some research on the records kept in the 
ancient documents and found that the assistants of the Three 
King Ancestors were all held in high repute» and their 
positions were also secured because they had accomplished 
great achievements. As for the assistants of the ordinary 
sovereigns, they all wish to be held in high repute and obtain 
secure positions. In this respect, they are the same as the 
assistants of the Three King Ancestors. However, their 
reputations are all notorious and their positions are all 
threatened because they are not meritorious. They all worry 
that they are not powerful enough in their own states, but do 
not worry that their sovereigns are not the most powerful 
ones among their compeers all over the world. As a result, 
the more fame they seek, the more notorious they will 
become, and the more they long for safety, the more 
dangerous it will be. 

Confucius said, “The sparrows vie with each other to 
nest at some nice places under the eaves. The female birds 
feed the little ones. They play with each other happily and 
consider that they are safe. One day the chimney breaks 
suddenly and the girders catch on fire. However, the 
sparrows all remain calm. Why? Because they do not realize 
that they themselves are going to get into severe trouble. 
Aren’t they stupid? As for the court officials, few of them 
can manage to avoid this tunnel vision of the above-mentioned 
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sparrows. They are concerned with pursuing higher ranks* 
bigger salaries and more wealth and power. Fathers and sons 
set up cliques to seek private interests in their states. They 
play with each other happily and damage their states in the 
meantime. Thus they position themselves very close to the 
chimney, but they cannot realize that. There is no difference 
between their intelligence and the tunnel vision of the 
sparrows. ” So. it is said that “if the whole world is in chaos, 
no single state will be safe; if the whole state is in chaos, no 
single fief will be safe; if the whole fief is in chaos, no single 
person will be safe”. It refers to this case. Hence, the safety 
of the components is definitely dependent on the safety of the 
whole; the safety of the whole is definitely dependent on the 
safety of the components too. When both the components and 
the whole, both the powerful and the powerless can help each 
other, the safety of all of them can be secured. 

Bo Yi persuaded Sovereign Si of the state of Wei with his 
tactics on how to unify the world. Sovereign Si of Wei told 
him, “What I possess now is only a small state with one 
thousand chariots. Please give me some advice on governing 
such a small state. ” Bo Yi said, “Wu Huo can lift things as 
heavy as one thousand jun, let alone things that weigh only 
one jin. ” Du He persuaded Lord Zhao Wen of the state of 
Zhou with his tactics on how to secure the safety of the 
world. Lord Zhao Wen said, “Plea.se tell me how to secure 
the safety of the state of Zhou. ” Du He said, “If my advice is 
wrong, the safety of the state of Zhou cannot be secured; if 
my advice is right, it is natural that the safety of the state of 
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Zhou can be secured. ” That is securing its safety by not 
taking any measure to secure it at all. 

The sovereign of the state of Zheng asked Bei Zhan, “I 
heard that you are advocating not devoting one’s life to the 
sovereign or taking refuge in other states for his sake. Is it 
true?” Bei Zhan said, “Yes, it is true. If the sovereign does 
not listen to my opinion or take my advice, it does not mean 
that 1 am at his service at all; if he does listen to my opinion 
and take my advice, how could it become so bad that I need to 
devote my life to him or take refuge in another state for his 
sake?” So, even though Bei Zhan would not devote his life to 
his sovereign or take refuge in another state for his sake, he 

was much more sensible than those who would die or take 

# 

refuge in other states for the sake of their sovereigns. 

Previously, Shun wished to conquer all overseas areas 
but could not make it. Nonetheless, his achievements were 
great enough for him to be enthroned as a King. Yu wished 
himself to be enthroned as a King but could not make it. 
Nonetheless, his achievements were great enough for him to 
unify all the areas within the seas. Tang of the Shang 
Dynasty and King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty wished to follow 
the footsteps of Yu but could not make it. Nonetheless, their 
achievements were great enough for them to unify all the 
areas where people could reach on foot or with the help of 
carriage and boat. The Five Lord-protectors wished to match 
the achievements of Tang and King Wu but could not make 
it. Nonetheless, their achievements were great enough for 
them to become leaders of their compeers. Kong Qiu and Mo 
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Di wished to popularize their most valuable principles all over 
the world but could not make it. Nonetheless, their 
achievements were great enough for them to gain fame and 
honour. Although they could not manage to realize their most 
ambitious goals, they had already accomplished great 
achievements. Therefore, we should all concentrate on the 
most ambitious goals. 

3. On Paying Attention to Farming 

The first important thing for the sage sovereigns of 
ancient times was to lead the common people to focus on 
farming. Leading the common people to focus on farming, 
they not only aimed at seeking the profits provided by the 
products of the fields, but also wanted to edify the will of 
their people this way, and the latter was much more 
important. When the common people are engaged in farming, 
they will become simple. When they are simple, it will be 
easy for the sovereign to use them. When it is easy to use 
them, the fsafety of the border areas will be secured, and the 
sovereign will become powerful and honourable. When the 
common people are engaged in farming, they will become 
sober. When they are sober, they will seldom discuss 
government affairs in private. When they seldom discuss 
government affairs in private, the legal system of the state 
will become well established, and the financial resources of 
the people will be easily operated. When the common people 
are engaged in farming, they will accumulate more 
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possessions. When their possessions are numerous, they will 
not want to move to other areas. When they do not want to 
move to other areas, they will stay till the end of their lives at 
their hometowns and will not think of betraying the regime. 
If the common people give up farming to take up industry and 
commerce, they will not obey the sovereign's orders. When 
they do not obey the orders, they cannot be used to defend 
the state or attack other states. When the common people 
give up farming to take up industry and commerce, they will 
have less possessions. When they have less possessions, they 
will move to other areas at random. When they don’t regard 
moving to other areas as a serious thing, they will want to 
leave their state when it is in danger and won't feel settled 
down in any case. When the common people give up farming 
to take up industry and commerce, they will use petty tricks. 
When they use petty tricks, they will become deceitful. 
When they are deceitful, they will misinterpret the law and 
edicts on purpose. Thus they will take wrong for right and 
take right for wrong. 

Hou Ji said, “The rea.son why farming and weaving are 
paid attention to is that they are the roots of moral 
education. ” Therefore, the Son of Heaven would lead 
sovereigns of all states to work in the imperial field in person, 
and all high-ranking -court officials and intellectuals will be 
allocated concrete tasks as well. Hence, during the busy 
seasons of farming, no farmer should be allowed to show up 
in the capital. Thus they are forced to pay attention to 
farming. The queen will lead all the imperial concubines to 
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raise silkworms in the suburbs of the capital and collect leaves 
of mulberry trees in the imperial fields. Therefore, hemp and 
silk should be spun and woven all the year round to facilitate 
the moral education among the females. As a result, the 
males will have clothes to wear even though they do not need 
to weave themselves, and the females will have food to eat 
even though they do not need to farm themselves. Males and 
females can exchange their products with each other to 
support themselves. That is in accordance with the 
regulations established by the sages. So, everyone should use 
the busy seasons and make good use of his time to work hard 
in the fields till the end of his life, and no one is allowed to 
take a vacation unless he or she is sick. 

In the first-rate fields, grain harvested by one farmer can 
support nine people. On the third-rate fields, grain harvested 
by one farmer can support five people. That should be the 
least number of people supported, and it can only be added 
anyway. In a word, including various livestock, the products 
of one farmer must be enough to support ten people. That is 
the right way to make the best use of the fields. 

Hence, during the busy reasons of farming, all large- 
scale constructions should be stopped, and no military action 
should be launched. And as for ordinary people, they should 
not hold any banquet or get-together except for occasions 
such as the capping ceremony, marriage and sacrifice held in 
worship of ancestors or deities. Moreover, without notifying 
the government in advance, no farmer should hire others to 
help in the fields privately, because that might impede farm 
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work. In order to make the farmers feel settled, 
intermarriage between different regions is not permitted 
unless people of the same district all share the same family 
name. 

And then issue five injunctions to the countryside: hemp 
should not be spun and manure pits should not be excavated 
before the fields are maintained; no one should work in the 
gardens except for the old; do not cultivate more than enough 
lands if there are not abundant labourers to take good care of 
them; all farmers are forbidden to do business or other things 
having nothing to do with farming. These activities might 
impede farm work. 

After that, issue the injunctions for the four seasons: do 
not lumber in the mountain forests until the right time comes; 
do not set fire to the grass in swampy areas; do not take nets 
for catching birds or animals out of the gate of the capital; do 
not cast nets to catch fish in any water; do not travel by boat 
under any excuse except for officials in charge of boats. 
These activities might impede farm work. 

If the common people are not concentrating on farming 
but invest all their savings to take up industry and commerce, 
it will be difficult to administer them, and the farmers, 
merchants and craftsmen are likely to imitate one another. 
That is the so-called deviating from the roots and acting 
against the fixed rules. As a result, it will lead to the 
perdition of the state. Among the common people, all adults 
should be engaged in farming, industry or commerce. The 
farmers should concentrate on producing grain, the craftsmen 
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should concentrate on manufacturing utensils, and the 
merchants should concentrate on their business. If the busy 
seasons for certain farming activities are missed, it is 
addressed as the Most Ominous Thing, If the busy seasons 
are missed because of large-scale constructions, it is 
addressed as Delay. And if this is the case, the farmers will 
worry about it, and the harvest will be so bad that even the 
blighted grain cannot be harvested. If the busy seasons are 
missed because of activities in water-controling, it is 
addressed as Inundation. And if this is the case, sadness and 
death will follow happiness, and there will also be aggression 
launched by the neighbouring states. If the busy seasons are 
missed because of military actions, it is addressed as 
Ferocious Damage, And if this is the case, endless troubles 
will occur all the year round, and there is no need for 
harvesting the crops at all. If the busy seasons have been 
missed constantly, a severe famine will take place as a result. 
Thus tools will be cast aside everywhere in the fields. As for 
the farmers, some of them will talk idly, some will sing to 
entertain themselves day and night. A lot of foodstuffs will 
definitely be wasted in the meantime. That happens because 
attention is only paid to industry and commerce, but the most 
important thing, farming, is totally overlooked. 

4. On Making Good Use of Lands 

Hou Ji once said, “Could you turn the lowland into a 
mesa? Could you replace the dehydrated soil with the moist 
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soil? Could you make the condition of the land favourable and 
drain the water with the furrows? Could you plant the seeds 
at a suitable depth and also keep them moist in the earth? 
Could you stop the weeds from thriving in the fields? Could 
you ensure that a moderate breeze will blow over all the 
fields? Could you make all the crops develop many gnarls and 
make the stems firm? Could you make the crops bear large 
ears and well-proportioned seeds? Could you make the seeds 
big and round and make the chaff thin? Could you make the 
millet and rice greasier and taste better? How could you 
manage to make it then?” 

The basic principle for farming is; if the soil is too hard, 
you should make it softer? if it is too soft, you should make it 
a bit harder; the fallow lands should be used frequently, and 
the overly used lands should be left fallow; fertilize the land if 
it is overly sterile and make it a little bit infertile if it is too 
fecund; loosen it if it is too rigid and make it a bit rigid if it is 
too loose; dehydrate it if it is too wet and irrigate it if it is 
overly dry. 

As for fields with a high altitude, make sure that you 
will not plant the seeds on the ridges. As for the lowland, 
make sure that you will not plant the seeds on the furrows. 
Plough the fields five times before sowing and weed five times 
after that carefully and thoroughly. Regarding the depth of 
sowing, make sure that the seeds can reach the moist earth. 
Thus the weeds will not thrive and damages caused by the 
harmful insects will be prevented. Grow millet this year and 
grow barley the next year. The length of the ploughs should 



m 







« 

» 

± 

tfe 

M 

A 



1230 


B tfe; W A ^fflil ife; li IS . Jifc K * tfc; «IIA fi] ^ 

ir^r»t= 

lit S le life $ ^ ?E./L $ i «. 0 4^.+.. ^ i ifff ^ 56 (>f-, m M ^ S «. 

t&i^l 

lit.-£:»!. iA.^!L-5TK:t^<:'er4= 

«. ii # T k:* lit it A iSt *.A « # i ^ , 

4. ^ $ ft. it, i Af). it -if--fe-w it. 

a+*fc^>i4:t'! Ai« Ki .# ft liit f .it ■!'5- = 

it4.4-i^Aln^+itWt-«-»l-f 6aiSAT, 


ii^, it at *t-*■ it. It Jifc «m ft, it iif A in - 4 ^ ^ , A 



be six chi, so that they can be used to measure the length 
between the ridges. The breadth of the ploughs should be 
eight cun, so that they can be used to dig the standard ridges. 
The length of the handles of the hoes should be one chi, so 
they can be used to measure the row spacing of the crops. 
And the breadth of their blades should be six cun, thus it is 
easy to space the young plants. As for the lands, you can 
make them fertile or sterile. Make sure to fertilize the lands 
when the soil is moist, thus they will become relatively loose, 
and it is easy for the crops to take root at a suitable depth. 
And make sure to weed when the soil is relative dry, thus the 
surface of the soil will remain loose and its fertility can be 
kept well. 

Grasses start to wither in October. Calamus starts to 
germinate fifty-seven days after the Winter Solstice. Among 
all kinds of grasses, calamus is the first one to germinate. 
And then it is the right time for ploughing the fields. During 
the last ten days of the fourth month, shepherd’s purse, 
woolly draba and herba thlaspis will wither, and it is the right 
time for harvesting barley. Around the time of the Summer 
Solstice, sow thistle will wither away, puncture vine will 
start to germinate, and it is the right time for planting hemp 
and beans. And this sign indicates that the valuable season 
for farming has arrived. On the day of the Autumnal 
Equinox, Xi Shou (literally, it means hog heads, a kind of 
wild grass) will start to grow, the millet is ripe, and it is the 
right time for harvesting and storing. And this sign indicates 
that all farm work for the year is finished. The germinating 





» 

± 

tfe 

IT 

7^ 


«» 


^¥«±,*¥^S±. X3^Kfl-t.^ffi;3:f&T. »?tIfftJtS.IfW 



etai.75WftB=t».iltA».?:5:Ttfe. J*¥mS.^^r^T.R;5ifi4b= # 

[4-31 

ff T w »J-. i At i A W t. ii T R :p If ^it ;t *t. 

it life, ^ltR,Alflf 


34. ■« 7 0t. ff 6 ^ X. *t :fc. if 8t t, S e.. it 4. f a * jt JL ^ ft 


^ # it #-te ff'ff'* ip > 7^ ip it ♦ tf fe i «. 4. E ii ii ^ 2J iL Ifr 


and withering of myriad grasses can be referred to to decide 
the busy seasons for farming. If you witness the germinating 
of a kind of grass, certain crops should be planted right 
away; if you witness the withering of a kind of grass, certain 
crops should be harvested right away. The alternation of the 
four seasons is decided out of the will of Heaven, and the 
creation of various properties is decided out of the will of 
Earth. These are fixed rules beyond the limit of human 
beings. 

When the harvest is good, a ceremony should be held in 
worship of the god of land and grain. When the harvest is 
bad, a ceremony should be held in worship of the god of land 
and grain as well. Don’t let the common people miss the busy 
seasons for farming and do not let them take up industry or 
commerce. Make the common people understand the right 
ways of enriching themselves, thus they can take action 
immediately when the right season comes and stop 
correspondingly after the season passes. If this is the case, 
everyone, young or old, weak or strong, should be mobilized 
and as a result, twice the result can be achieved with half the 
effort. As for those who are not good at farming, they will 
take action in advance before the right time comes, and will 
regret after it is missed. Moreover, they will act 
inadvertently during the busy seasons. In addition, farm 
work might also be delayed by large-scale constructions. The 
worst case in farming is to miss the busy seasons and then 
regret for it endlessly later on. Thus, all farming activities 
will be handled badly. If unsuitable actions are taken at 
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unsuitable time, the common people are likely to drag out 
ignoble existences. Thus both the early crop and the later 
crop will not ripe on time and as a result, the harvest will be 
extremely bad. 

5. On Examining the Quality of Soil 

Regarding the basic rule of farming, it should be started 
with the black and solid earth, because this kind of soil is not 
moist and also has a thick layer of dry earth. And make sure 
that the layer of soft soil covering on top of it is thick enough, 
thus it can be made suitable for planting. Wait for a while if 
the moisture of the soil is saturated. The hard soil must be 
ploughed immediately. Do not plant in the soft soil until it 
becomes a bit moist. Harrow the soil of fields with a high 
altitude after it is ploughed, and drain the water on the 
bottomland first before you start to plough it. Make sure that 
the Three Robbers will not emerge in the fields. If the field is 
surrounded by uneven mesas on all the four sides, and a high 
narrow ridge with overly broad furrows on both sides is right 
in the middle of it, the field will look like a big herring 
stranded on the ground, moreover, the crops will grow 
raggedly on it like bristles of the wild animals. That is the so- 
called “Robber of Earth”. It means damage to the crops 
caused by the forms of the fields. If the crops have been sown 
overly densely without rows or lines, it is very difficult for 
them to grow up even though they are taken good care of. 
This is the so-called “Robber of Young Crops”. It means that 
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the young plants are damaging each other. The field will be 
barren if the weeds are not got rid of and the roots of crops 
will be loosened if the weeds are uprooted. This is the so- 
called “Robber of Weeds”. It means that the weeds are 
damaging the crops. Hence, a good harvest can only be 
guaranteed if only all these three robbers are removed. 

Nowadays, some people are engaged in farming 
nominally, but there will not be a good harvest even though 
they have worked in the fields, because they either take action 
before the right time comes or miss the right time. All 
activities they have taken are not proper during all the four 
seasons, so the crops will often encounter various damages 
and as a result, there will be no harvest. Another mistake 
they have made is to make the divisions of the fields too high 
and steep. Thus it is very easy for the soil to lose moisture, 
and collapse is likely to take place as well. Moreover, crops 
growing in these kinds of fields will fall to the ground if it is 
too windy, and they will be uprooted if the layer of soft soil 
covering the roots is too thick. They will languish if it is cold 
and they will wither if it is hot. Five or six reasons leading to 
the death of the crops are coexisting, so the harvest will not 
be good anyway. As for the crops, they do not germinate at 
the same time, but will ripe together. And those not having 
taken root firmly enough in the soil will die ahead of time. So 
cases such as the “Robber of Earth”, the “Robber of Young 
Plants” and the “Robber of Weeds” will occur from time to 
time. For these kinds of crops, it seems that they are thriving 
when seen from a distance. Nonetheless, they do not have 


■ 

8 ^ 



1237 





io 

I4«i 

*fc in 6^ w Ji 6 s «-# ii. ip *» it it i 4^ i « # t ^ it ,t; K *> it tt. <n 

Tfl iaS Hi I? f ] Fa *, JS Itt. .«S >e-Jfe ;i-St It ■«■. 


seeds when observed closely. The farmers only know that 
they have already maintained their fields* but do not realize 
that the crops have not been sown with the right spacing. 
They only know that they have already taken care of their 
fields, but do not realize that the crops have not taken root 
firmly in the soil. The fields will become barren if weeds are 
not removed. However, the roots of the crops will be 
damaged if the weeds are uprooted. These are severe damages 
to farming. Therefore, the divisions of the fields should be 
made broad and even, and the ridges should be made small 
and deep, so that the crops can accept the sunshine from 
above and also imbibe the moisture with the roots from the 
soil. Thus they can grow well. 

At the time of germinating, the young crops need soft 
soil, and then relatively harder soil will be needed when they 
start to grow. Be careful with the planting, and make sure 
that the young plants are not too close to one another or too 
sparse. Cover the seeds up with some soil and make sure that 
the layer of the covering soil is neither too thick nor too thin. 
This work must be done carefully and do make sure to earth 
up the seeds. And the covering soil must be fine, thus the 
seeds can germinate well. And it should also be distributed 
evenly, so that the crops can take root stably. The roots will 
not be damaged if all the divisions of the fields are made broad 
and even. Thus the crops can grow in these divisions. And 
then divide each of these divisions into five smaller sections. 
If the seeds are planted in lines, the young crops can grow 
rapidly. Thus they will not damage each other and can grow 
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fast. Make sure that the rows and lines are straight and 
correctly arranged. Take good care of the central parts of the 
fields to make the breeze blow evenly everywhere. The crops 
grow individually when they are young, they will approach 
each other when they grow up, and their ears will touch each 
other when they are ripe. If a couple of crops grow in small 
clusters, more grain can be harvested. 

The common phenomenon for the crops is that they will 
wither together when the right season comes even though 
they do not germinate at the same time. Therefore, crops 
coming out of the ground first will develop good seeds, but 
those that come out later will only develop blighted ones. 
Hence, when weeding or thinning out the seedlings, the 
strong crops coming out of the ground earlier should be 
protected, and the weak ones coming out later should be 
removed. If the fields is fertile, make sure that the crops will 
not be planted overly sparsely, otherwise the stems will grow 
too exuberant; if the field is sterile, make sure that the crops 
will not be sown too densely. If the stems are thriving in the 
fertile fields, most of the seeds will be blighted; if the crops 
are sown too densely in the sterile fields, most of them are 
likely to die. As for those farmers who are not good at 
farming, they will remove the strong crops coming out of the 
ground earlier and keep the weak ones coming out later. As a 
result, they will only harvest some blighted seeds. If both the 
soil and the crops are not handled correctly, a lot of crops will 
die. If the covering soil is too thick, the young sprouts cannot 
come out of the ground; if it is too thin, they cannot develop 
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tillers or grow well. As for the black and solid soil and the 
dark clay, they are dark and hard. Therefore, they should be 
loosened first before planting. Work hard to plough and weed 
the fields to remove the wild grasses and kill the harmful 
insects. Make sure that all farm work is done correctly. 

6. On Taking Action at the Right Time 

The most important rule of farming is to do the farm 
work at the right time. If logs are not collected at the right 
time, they will either break or become crooked. If the crops 
are not harvested on time after they are ripe, it will definitely 
lead to a disaster. As for the crops, human beings grow 
them. Earth generates them and Heaven nurtures them. 
Hence, when planting, make sure that enough room is left 
between the rows and lines so that the farmers can put their 
feet for thinning out the young plants, put their hoes for 
weeding and stretch out their hands for harvesting. That is 
the so-called right way of farming. 

Millet planted on time will bear bigger inflorescences and 
larger ears. The roots are well developed and the stems are 
short. The seeds are well and evenly distributed on the ears 
and they are round, full, greasy, with thin chaff and taste 
good. Moreover, the seeds of this kind of millet will not be 
dispersed by wind. If it is planted too early, the stems and 
leaves will be covered with floss, and the stalks of the ears 
will be short. The ears will be big but the ovaries will easily 
fall off. Moreover, the grain will go bad easily and not taste 
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good. If it is planted too late* the stems and leaves will be 
covered with floss* the stalks of the ears will be short, the 
ears will have sharp tops and their colour will be dark. In 
addition, there will be a lot of blighted seeds. 

If broomcorn millet is planted on time, the stems will be 
covered with floss and there will be no tiller near the roots. 
The seeds will be round and full, with thin chaff and easy to 
pestle. The taste is good and not greasy. Food cooked with 
this kind of broomcorn millet can be kept for a long time 
without going rotten. If it is planted too early, the roots and 
leaves can develop very well. However, the stems will be 
short and the ears will be too small. If it is planted too late, 
the stems will be too slender and short, the ears will be 
short, the chaff will be thick, and the seeds will be small, 
black and do not taste good. 

If rice is planted on time, the roots will develop well, the 
stems will be abundant, the stalks will be long, the seeds will 
be evenly distributed, the ears will be big and look like 
horsetails, there will be few awn, the seeds will be round, 
the chaff will be thin, it will be easy to pestle and the rice will 
taste good. If it is planted too early, the roots will develop 
well, the stems and leaves will be over developed, the stalks 
and ears will be small, there will be a lot of blighted seeds, 
the chaff will be thick, the seeds will be sparse and there will 
also be too much hairy growth. If it is planted too late, the 
stems will be too slender and will not develop tillers, the 
chaff will be thick, there will be too many blighted seeds, and 
the crops are likely to wither upwards even before they are 
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ripe. 

If hemp is planted on time, it will definitely develop light 
floss and grow tail, there will be few gnarls, the colour will 
be bright, the roots will be short, the stems will be firm, and 
the fibre will be thick and even. The later crop will develop a 
lot of flowers and grow further even after the Autumnal 
Equinox. And they are not likely to be harmed by locusts. 

If beans are planted on time, the stems will be short but 
the tillers will grow long. There will be two lines of pods 
distributed symmetrically on each sprout with seven or eight 
pods dispersed on each line. They will develop many tillers, 
the stems and leaves will be exuberant, the seeds will be 
numerous, big, full, heavy and with a fragrant and pleasant 
taste. This kind of beans are not likely to be damaged by 
insects as well. If they are planted too early, they will grow 
too tall and also develop vines. The leaves will be thin, the 
stems and gnarls will be sparse, and the pods will be small 
and empty. If they are planted too late, the tillers will be 
short, the stems and gnarls will be sparse, the roots will not 
develop fully, and they will not bear any seed. 

If barley is planted on time, the stalks will be long and 
the ears will be dark green. The two lines of seeds will grow 
in pairs with seven or eight dispersed in each line on the ears. 
The chaff will be thin and the seeds will be red and heavy and 
also taste fragrant. This kind of grain will not only be good to 
the skin, but also make people more robust. Moreover, it is 
not likely to be harmed by worms. If it is planted too early, it 
is likely to suffer from plague of pests even before the rain 
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season of the summer sets int and the seeds will be small. If 
it is planted too late, the stems will be weak, the ears will be 
dark green, and only the hairy growth will develop well. 

Therefore, there will be a good harvest if the crops are 
planted on time. And the harvest will be bad if the right time 
for planting is missed. If we contrast two kinds of crops with 
the same amount of stems or stalks, those planted on time 
will weigh more and produce more grain. If we contrast two 
kinds of grain pounded with the same amount of seeds, those 
planted on time will weigh more. If we cook the same amount 
of grain, those planted on time will support people for a 
longer time. So, if the crops are planted on time, the seeds 
will smell fragrant and taste appetizing. If one has eaten this 
kind of grain for one hundred days continuously, his eyesight 
and hearing will be better, his intelligence will be improved, 
and his arms and legs will be more robust. Thus he will not 
be harmed by any devil or suffer from any disease. The 
Yellow King once said, “It is good if you can make sure that 
the grain you have eaten is pure even though the vitality of 
the four seasons might not be perfect. ” 
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